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One year ago, Faversham voters changed the Town
Council, put local Liberal Democrats in control

 for the first time and things are really moving forward.
FAVERSHAM people wanted change.

Ending years of Conservative control,
the town elected its first Liberal
Democrat town council in May 2019.

It has been a busy year. A lot of work has
started and there was the unexpected Covid-
19 outbreak. We responded to that by setting
up a Faversham Covid helpline (01795 503286)
which directed scores of families to the help
they needed.

Councillor Antony Hook says, “this
Annual Report gives you an idea of some of
the issues we have worked on. There is

much more than can fit in four pages
and there is much more still to do
over the next few years.”

“Our approach is to bring local
people together to achieve change for
the better, for everyone who lives
here.”

Mayor Alison Reynolds says, “we
always want to hear the views of local
people. This helps us get the best
results. So, please don’t hesitate to
contact us. Our contact details are on
the back page of this report.”

Dangerous crossing improved
after years of campaigning p2

New budget uses
council money better p4

Some of the new councillors elected
to represent Faversham.



Safer Crossing Success

Neigbourhood Plan to give
local people more say

After years of developers being allowed to build what they like
in Faversham, local Liberal Democrat councillors are fighting
for Faversham residents to have more control.

Neighbourhood and local plans give communities a chance to say
where they would like homes, shops, community facilities and
workplaces to be located.

Councillor John Irwin said,

“It will be a statutory document that must be considered when Swale
council decides whether to approve or reject planning applications.”

Councillor Kris Barker said,

“Our plan won’t just be about housing. It will enable us to voice our critical need for improved
health services, schools, transport, sport and leisure facilities and protect and expand our local
green spaces.”

It will be the first ever Neighbourhood Plan for the whole of Faversham. The Town Council will
hold consultation events between now and Spring 2021 for local residents to have their say.

Swale Council has to, by law, allocate land for housing. The fight to protect Faversham from
unfair allocation is being led by Lib Dem Swale Councillors Ben J Martin and Ben A Martin.
They and all Faversham’s five Lib Dem councillors on Swale Council are picking over all the
proposals for housebuilding with the clear aim of supporting those which are sensible and
sustainable and fighting strongly against those from speculative developers.

Antony Hook took up the
issue of the Whitstable
Road crossing soon after
he was elected to the Town
Council in 2017.

He was contacted by he
widow of a local resident
who sadly lost his life after
being hit by a vehicle
while using the crossing.

Antony Hook researched
every accident that has
taken place on Whitstable
Road. There is a clear
pattern in how accidents
have happened. He then
lobbied Kent Highways to
make the crossing safer.

After nearly three years of
lobbying, major changes have been made that are popular with local people and backed by a road
safety expert as improving protection for pedestrians.

The pavement has been widened and tapered. People have more space and cars have to slow down.
Lighting, visibility and signage are all improved.

Councillor Denise Knights said, “This success story goes to show that better is always possible.
We’ll continue to work for more changes to make our town as safe as possible.”

Making the best of development
at Oare Lakes remains the key
issue for Priory Ward.

Your local Lib Dem Town
Councillor and Mayor Alison
Reynolds and Lib Dem Swale
Borough Councillor Ben A
Martin are working hard to
achieve just that and making
good progress.

The developer wanted to scrap
the planned footpath from the
new school car park along Oare
Road inside of the site towards
Windmill Lane.

Ben and Alison have stopped that
rotten idea and have persuaded

Kent County Council to maintain
the footpath in future.

The school car park opening is
being brought forward to
September 2020, with the addition
of a native hedgerow around it.
That will improve biodiversity,
help safety and cause less
disturbance to nearby homes.

In return for those benefits the
“Greenway” across the field to
the housing will be delayed a
little but that should not cause
any problems.

Lib Dem Councillors Alison
Reynolds and Ben A Martin are
now working to ensure the
restoration of the old listed
gunpowder buildings, that the
best possible agreement is
achieved for the 80 acre Nature
Park to be completed and
properly maintained, and that
lorry parking is prevented along
Oare Road.

Ben and Alison say “our job has
not changed. We are working to
ensure this is the best housing
development in Faversham.”

Local councillors
improve housing plan

Lib Dem Councillor
John Irwin

Mayor Alison Reynolds and
Councillor Ben A Martin

Improvements
achieved:

● Wider pavement
● Shorter distance

to cross
● Better visibility

 for pedestrians
 and drivers
● Better signage

and markings
● New bollards

We asked for action and after a
three year fight, we got it.



‘s plenty plan
moves much closer

Why will
20 mph
make a big
difference?

Yes
65%

No
35%

Research has found that a
person if 5 times more likely
to be killed if hit by a car at
30mph than at 20mph.

Research also shows that with
a 20mph limit:

● More people cycle and walk,
promoting good health.

● Air quality improves and
pollution levels drop.

● People do drive more slowly.

20mph is supported as the right
speed limit where people and
vehicles mix by numerous
health bodies including WHO,
NICE and Public Health
England.

It’s backed by doctors’ group
the BMA and by emergency
services’ national bodies.

Journey times through
Faversham will be no longer.
The current average car
journey time from one end of
Faversham to the other has
been measured at 7 to 8
minutes, an average speed of
19mph.

Kent Highways will not include
Love Lane, London Road,
Canterbury Road, and Western
Link in the 20mph limit.

Local support
Everyone’s views matter.

In autumn 2018 the local Liberal
Democrat volunteer team
delivered a survey to every
household in Faversham.

A large majority
of people backed
having a 20 mph
limit on their
own street and
town-wide.

Action for our
environment

Everyone knows our environment is under serious threat
and local action matters.

Lib Dem councillors have set up Faversham Town
Council’s first ever Committee on Climate and Biodiversity
chaired by Councillor Chris Williams who says,

“A leading part of this work has been keeping the whole of
the Faversham community informed of what can be
achieved and bringing people together to get things done.
The Town Council has provided funding to or supported
work with Kent Wildlife Trust, Friends of the Westbrook,
Abbeyfields residents, North Preston and the Brents Residents Association, the Recreation
Ground re-development, allotment societies and many more.”

Consultation is ongoing to find good spots for new tree planting. A virtual event for World
Environment Day took place on 5 June. The Town Council now uses carbon free energy supply
and is working towards Pesticide Free Town Status.”

Committee Vice-Chair Councillor Hannah Perkin said “Achieving a better environment for
every one who lives in Faversham is vital for our children’s futures and that is why it is a key
goal for local Liberal Democrat councillors.”

Years of campaigning has led to Kent Highways finally agreeing
to a town-wide 20mph speed limit for Faversham.

In the autumn of 2017, Faversham Liberal Democrat County
Councillor, Antony Hook organised 17 professional speed
surveys to categorically prove to Highways bosses what local
people already know – traffic is too fast and too heavy in many
parts of Faversham.

That was one of many milestones since campaigning was started
by local community members in 2015. There has been a massive
community effort and cross-party support.

Chair of the Faversham 20’s Plenty Working Group, Lib Dem
Councillor Eddie Thomas said,

“People say they want this change. It will make Faversham safer
and healthier. Kent Highways have agreed in principle.

“We are moving it from an idea to a reality. Big thanks go to
everyone in the community who has supported calls for this
change. ”

Councillor
Eddie Thomas

Councillors Hannah Perkin
and Chris Williams



BUDGET REPORT: Our new town council is changing how cash
is used to do better for everyone who lives in Faversham…
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Contact the local team that works
hard for you all year round

The new budget includes:

● New funds for youth work
● Support for local charities
● Improving public spaces
● Fixing the town moorings
● Help for local events

All 11 Liberal Democrat councillors for Faversham are here for
you. We are ordinary local people like you.

We have families and jobs (being a town councillor is unpaid) and
we have a strong commitment to our town and everyone who lives
here.

Please contact us about any issue and we will do our best for you.

Write to any of your councillors c/o Faversham Town Hall, 12
Market Place.

Contact details for each individual councillor are on
www.favlibdems.com

Call us

Abbey Ward 07967 136099  Priory Ward 07734 559089

Watling Ward 01795 417806        St Ann’s Ward 07413 966393

Email  mail@favlibdems.com     Twitter @favlibdems

The Town Council spends your money and we are serious about
making sure every penny is used well for Faversham’s people.

We have a budget of £509,000 to serve over 8,200 families. That is
just £62 per family per year - or £1.19 per week.

We have put £193,000 into special projects including new youth
work, allotments, setting up a Community Land Trust to tackle
homelessness and many of the projects in this Annual Report.

We are getting the town moorings back in good repair. We are
supporting local events, support work to attract more visitors to
the town and make grants to local charities, which we increased
during Covid-19.

The town is carrying a large debt from the unwise and unpopular
decision of the previous Conservative-run Town Council to buy 12
Market Place (the old shoe shop).

Mayor Alison Reynolds said,

“Well over a million pounds was spent on it and it is now in negative
equity so even selling it would leave the town still with a large debt.
We’re working hard to make the best of a bad situation we are
inherited. We are using the building as a community space and
working hard for funding for an exhibition of the town’s copy of
Magna Carta.”

Councillor Hannah Perkin said, “We believe better is always
possible and we are using resources to help turn the best ideas of
local people into action

“As local residents, Faversham’s Liberal Democrat councillors
want money to be spent wisely.”

Deputy Mayor Trevor Martin said, “This budget includes some
big changes from how money was spent before. It has projects to
benefit every part of our town and will leave a legacy for the future.”

We have also secured at least £250,000 for Faversham from Swale
Council’s special projects fund.


