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Local Liberal Democrat
Councillors Ben A Martin
Swale Borough and Alison
Reynolds Faversham Town
have been working hard ever
since last April to ensure that
the potholes all along Front
Brents are repaired. At long
last Swale and Faversham
Councils agreed to share the
cost and the work was recently
completed. Hoorah! Ben A
Martin said “Phew! Anyone

would think we were trying to
resurface the M2.”
This was an important win.
Front Brents is extensively
used - of course by its
residents, but also by people
walking back from town to
North Preston, by customers
of the Albion and by many
looking for a walk over the
marshes. Alison Reynolds
said “so that’s a good job
complete, now we are tackling
other local problems.”

A Town Council Budget for people
Liberal Democrat controlled Faversham Town
Council has produced its first budget after
taking over from the Conservatives in May
2019. Priory ward Liberal
Democrat Town Councillor
Alison Reynolds said
“legally we had to
implement the last Tory
budget which left us
overspent and forced to
pay £72,000 a year for the
next 50 years to fund 12
Market Place. But now

Liberal Democrats have moved spending
priorities to what people in Faversham, when
consulted, thought most important.”
The new Liberal Democrat budget commits
£25,000 to reducing homelessness, £40,000 on
action to provide more for young people,
£28,000 to implement 20's plenty, £18,000 to
improve biodiversity and reduce climate
change, £35,000 for community grants,
£25,000 to develop the Magna Carta exhibition,
£20,000 to provide a Neighbourhood Plan to
help protect the Town from poor development
and £11,000 to help replacement of the Creek

Bridge. Alison Reynolds
concluded “many local residents
have told us these are things
Faversham needs. People will of
course have their preferences
but the Liberal Democrat Town
Council is confident this is a
positive, progressive budget. The
extra cost from last year for a
band D property is 38.5p per
week, less than a pint of milk or
half a Mars bar.”

Evie Martin – a new boost to Priory Focus Team
Evie Martin has joined the
Liberal Democrat Focus team
in Priory ward to strengthen
the work being done for the
local community. Evie’s first
project is raising the £15000
needed to replace “Leaky
Lucy”, the Faversham Air
Cadet’s minibus which is now
too old and frail to continue
to be used safely.

Evie Martin says “We have
started a gofundme page
called retireleakylucy and we

will be holding many fund
raising events in the Town.
Will you help support the
cadets in this huge
challenge.”

Local Priory ward Lib Dem
Town Councillor and Town
Mayor Alison Reynolds
welcomed Evie Martin
saying “I am really looking
forward to working with Evie
and bringing her youth and
energy to our work for the
local community.”

Cllr Alison Reynolds

Your Priory Ward Team Evie Martin, Cllr Alison Reynolds and Cllr Ben A Martin

Your New Lib Dem Priory ward team Evie Martin,
Cllr Alison Reynolds and Cllr Ben A Martin

Cllr Alison Reynolds and Cllr Ben A Martin
inspect repairs to Front Brents
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Contact the Faversham Lib Dem Team

I can give 1 hour a month to deliver leaflets in my area
I would like to make a donation to help fund the Local Lib Dem’s regular
focus leaflets (cheques made payable to Faversham Liberal Democrats)
I would like to join the Liberal Democrats.
I would like to volunteer to help the local Lib Dem team in some way

Youth Council – Local Lib Dem
Faversham Town Councillor
Alison Reynolds is working hard
with colleagues to develop a
Youth Council for Faversham,
asking young people across the
Town to give their views and help
provide activities for young
people, especially in the 11-17 age
group. Alison says “the needs of
young people in Faversham have
been ignored for too long. Lib
Dems have committed £40,000 in
next year’s Town budget to youth
work. It will be great for any
young person to contact me to
advise just what we should best
provide.”
Biodiversity and Climate
Change – Lib Dems on Faversham
Town Council led by Cllr. Chris
Williams have not only declared
a Climate Change and Biodiversity
Emergency locally but have put
together an urgent action plan for
Faversham. This starts with
making the Town Council Carbon
neutral and reversing the loss of
biodiversity which is damaging to
our world. Priory ward Lib Dem
Town Councillor Alison Reynolds
said “we must get the whole
community working together to
rapidly reverse the loss of insects,
plants and other species. It is vital.
We need everyone’s help now.”

Hannah Perkin thanks
Faversham voters – Hannah
Perkin who stood in the recent
general election for the Lib Dems
in Faversham and Mid Kent says
“To stand for Parliament in my
adopted home has been the
greatest honour. It is where my
family lives and where I am
privileged to serve as a Swale
Borough and Faversham Town
Councillor. I would like to express
my thanks to everyone who voted
for us. People’s votes are precious
and I will remain forever grateful
that you entrusted us with yours.”

Funding for Faversham – Lib
Dem Cllrs in Faversham have
worked with colleagues from the
Swale Rainbow Alliance to secure
over £160,000 for projects in and
around Faversham – the artesian
well at Harty Ferry, the new
efficient boilers for Faversham
Swimming Pools and St. Ann’s
footbridge lighting. Additionally
Lib Dem Swale Cllr. for Priory
ward Ben A Martin has funded a
number of small community
projects from his modest grant
pot including – Faversham
Swimming Pools slide, Faversham
Air Cadets, Faversham Hop
Festival and North Preston &
Brents Community Association.

News in Brief

Have you thought about joining us?
More than 100,000 people have joined the Lib Dems to make a statement about
the kind of open and tolerant country they want to live in. County Councillor and
former MEP Antony Hook said “Last year, across the Country we had our best
result in local elections in 15 years and in the European Parliamentary elections
we recorded our best result ever. “

Antony continued “Since then Lib Dem councillors and campaigners have been
working hard to improve our area. Why not join our hard working, winning team,
and help us make Faversham even better.”

Cllr Antony Hook: “Join us today.”

We have a temporary bridge - but at a
high price for Priory ward
Our old  Creek bridge was removed for inspection
in early December, supposedly for 3 days. More
than 6 weeks later a temporary bridge and
separate footway reopened. That was 24th January
2020. Every resident and every business in North
Preston knows the serious impact that caused.

Your local Lib Dem Swale Councillor Ben A Martin
said " My hat is firmly raised to the contractors and
engineers that made this happen. They worked
hard over Christmas and in poor weather. My
complaint lies firmly with Tory controlled KCC. They
should have consulted local experts in advance and
should never have started a project that close to
Christmas with so many potential complications.”

At a recent informal meeting with one of the engineers that
oversaw the project Cllr Ben A Martin recollected KCC views
on consultation. Ben is clear "As the ward member for Priory
not once was I consulted before, during or after work had
taken place, nor to my knowledge were the residents or
business owners"

Ben raised several issues with KCC including the increased
travel time and cost for residents of North Preston in getting
to and from town. Ben reports "KCC's officer informed me
that had he known he could have arranged for a free shuttle

bus. I could not believe what I was hearing. He went on to
suggest KCC had been instead talking to Faversham Town
Council. Unfortunately three Town  Councillors present all
agreed no such consultation took place.”

Ben A Martin concluded “for the next stage of bridge
replacement Faversham must be consulted by KCC every step
of the way. I am pressing right now for a formal agreement
from KCC to consult Swale and Faversham Town Councillors
and local people.”

The not needed footpath
The Tories at KCC and at Swale plus the Bensted Charities
still seem determined to waste at least £250,000 of scarce
public money to replace a perfectly usable footpath from
Crab Island to Ham Marshes with a new entirely unnecessary
footpath just to be a little closer to Faversham Creek. And
they are being supported by the local Labour party. Your local
Liberal Democrat Councillors Alison Reynolds and Ben A
Martin continue to defend local residents in Faversham

Reach and Waterside Close to prevent damage to their
properties and and to prevent this appalling waste of public
funds. Ben and Alison also report that they have persuaded
Faversham Town Council to remove the £5,000 and Swale
Council the £60,000 towards the project which the Tories
approved. Ben and Alison will keep on fighting this wasteful
project.
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