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Rachel Corp, Editor 
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By email: news@itnproductions.com 
 

 
21 November 2020 

 

Dear Ms Corp, Mr Clarke, 
 

 
Regarding: statement about Covid infection rate “in and around 
Faversham” 

 
 

A number of my fellow residents in Faversham have contacted me as their 

local councillor to express concern about a statement made in Mr Clarke’s 

report broadcast on the 10 o’ clock news last night (20 November 2020) on 

ITV. 

 

Mr Clarke said, over pictures of our wonderful and historic town, 

 

“the infection rate in and around Faversham is now the second highest 

in the country.” 

 

If this is correct then it is a very important piece of information. 
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But it is not clear to me that it is correct and it has caused a lot of local 

concern.  I wonder if you would be kind enough to explain the basis on which 

you made the statement? 

 

As you know, local Covid statistics are available here: 

 

https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map 

 

The map on the above link shows the number of case (the “rolling rate”) by 

locality.   

 

Faversham West is shown to the have a rolling rate of 231, which is a seven 

day rate per 100,000 people. 

 

Faversham East’s rolling rate is 122. 

 

The adjacent areas are Boughton & Selling which was a rate of 181 and 

Teynham & Badlesmere on 268. 

 

These are all relatively close to the England average. 

 

Faversham is located in the eastern end of the Borough of Swale, which 

borough-wide has a high rate of 637. The rate is particularly high on the Isle 

of Sheppey and the western side of the borough such as the town of 

Sittingbourne, where the local MP Gordon Henderson was one who voted 

against the lockdown and has given irresponsible messages about Covid. 

 

It is fair to note that these numbers are for the week ending 15 November 

2020, so are almost a week old. 

 

Faversham is a distinct town and community from Sittingbourne. Local 

people who leave Faversham for work or social and domestic reasons travel 
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as much, or more so, to Canterbury, Ashford or Whitstable as to Sittingbourne 

or the island. 

 

The area “in and around Faversham” is not the same as the whole of Swale.  

Regarding them as the same would be like saying the area “in and around 

Kent” is the same as the whole of England. 

 

No-one should treat “Swale” and “Faversham” as being the same thing. This 

is not parochial pedantry. We are proud of our town but it also goes to 

practical matters.  If the risk “in and around Faversham” is “second highest 

in the country” people who visit here or might have a reason to visit here will 

want to modify their behaviour even further than they have already. But if 

that claim overstates it then alarm and disruption are caused wrongly. 

 

On the basis of the available data it does not seem to me that you were in a 

position to make the statement you did about our town. If there is a basis for 

your statement that I am not aware of we will be glad to learn about it and 

accept new facts however uncomfortable they may be. 

 

If the statement cannot be justified, as seems to be the case, an 

acknowledgement of this and word of apology would be gratefully appreciated 

by the town. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
 

 
ANTONY HOOK 


