West Malling

Borough Payments to
Parishes Axed Churchyard under threat

headline Merry Christmas

Thank You

As a result of government cuts in their budget, TMBC are
withdrawing all payments to Parish Councils for services
such as open spaces, street lighting, events and
churchyards. West Malling Parish Council will lose up to
£17,000 as a result.
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Email trudy.dean@kent.gov.uk to add you to the list

Stop speeding through our streets!
Richard Selkirk has been been continuing to work to re-establish Speed
Watch in West Malling. Working together with East Malling, he has been
able to get Police approval for some new survey positions in the town.
Training material for volunteers is now mainly online with only a short
local training session using the equipment. Trudy is using her KCC funding
to buy new Speedwatch equipment so that it does not have to be shared
with East Malling and Larkfield as at present.
Speedwatch provides the Police with details of vehicles exceeding the
speed limit so they can then issue warning notices . Most drivers
receiving these letters do not offend again. If you would like to volunteer,
ring Richard on 07972 141804

Grumble Sheet

If you have any grumbles, ideas, or want to give us
your views, please use this space.

Please return to:
West Malling Lib Dems,

49, Offham Road,
West Malling,
ME19 6RB
Name........................................................

Address................................................
Tel Number.............................................
Email.......................................

Trudy Dean
Richard Selkirk

trudy.dean@kent.gov.uk 01732 843119
richard.selkirk@selkirkbusinesssolutions 07972 141804

CAN YOU HELP DELIVER
HEADLINE IN YOUR LOCAL ROAD?
Please get in touch if you can help.

If you return this form, the Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you’ve given to contact you. By providing
your data to us, you are consenting to us making contact with you in the future by mail, email, telephone, text, website and apps, even though you
may be registered with the Telephone Preference Service. You can always opt out of communications at any time by visiting

www.libdems.org.uk/optout

•For more information go to www.libdems.org.uk/privacy.
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Make sure you get your copy of our West Malling email Bulletin
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In most parishes the Borough Council says the
changes in these Council Taxes will broadly balance
out. However, West Malling Parish Council has lost
more than most parishes because it has a larger
churchyard and more street lights than most parishes.
The Parish Council will make its final decision on the
budget at its January meeting.
Use the Grumble Strip to let us have your views
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Your Borough Rate will be going DOWN because for the first
time Tonbridge residents will have to pay the cost of their
services - about £40 extra a year. Everybody across the rest of
the Borough has been subsidising them since 1974.
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St Mary’s Churchyard Funding Axed by Borough

417

people say
“Save our
Countryside”
YOU SAID

....

76% said YES to the Green

Belt being extended to the green line on
the map to protect all fields between West
& East Malling, Larkfield & Kings Hill.

Map data copyright Google 2015

WHAT HAPPENS NOW?

Published by Tonbridge, Malling Lib Dems,, 49, Betjeman Close , Larkfield

The Parish Council tax rate will therefore have to go UP
by 23% to meet these costs, unless the Council decides not
to pay for these services any longer. If that happened one
result might be that the churchyard would close for burials
as Rev David Green has advised that the church cannot
afford to maintain the churchyard without Parish support.
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December 2016

It was fantastic that so many people responded to our survey on the Borough
Council’s Local Plan. The Plan sets out the sites which TMBC want to allocate
for up to 6,000 homes between now and 2031. In our area, the plan proposes
two large sites coloured in orange on the map above and an extension of the
Green Belt to the bypass. We asked for your views. The results were very clear.
We now await the publication of responses from across the whole Borough. In
Spring, the Borough Council will publish its second Plan for consultation,
hopefully with changes reflecting the views of local people.
The Parish Council has published its response to the Plan, reflecting the survey
results on the right, except in the case of East Malling Research land. The
Parish Council felt that budget problems might mean the much loved ‘Research’
might be lost to Kent. If the sale of the land was needed to enable EMRS to
continue their work, the Parish Council would very reluctantly support it.
As we go to print, Retirement Villages Ltd. announced an exhibition of their
plans for an up to 100 home retirement village on land between London Road
and the railway line. This is the land the Parish Council wants allocated for a
car park for workers in the town so they do not park in residential roads.
Berkeley Homes are also expecting to apply for 60 to 80 homes on the Manor
Farm site overlooked by St Mary’s Court, Churchfields, and Douces Manor.
Both applications will be dealt with in the normal way and be judged against
the existing Local Plan in which both West Malling sites are Green Belt.

95% said NO to 1,000 more

houses at Kings Hill on Broadwater Farm.
.

82% said NO to houses on East

Malling Research land between Kiln Barn
Lane and Coldharbour roundabout near
junction 5 of the M20.

84% said YES to housing on

quarry land between Borough Green and
the M26 motorway.

72% said NO to building up to 80
homes on Manor Farm between Offham
Road, Churchfields, and Douces Manor.

66% said YES to a small

development of houses along the Manor
Farm frontage for affordable homes for
local people and supported the purchase
of the rest of the field for community use.

80% said YES

to a car park for
workers on land between London Road
and the railway line to remove them from
residential streets. and housing,
preferably affordable, if needed to pay for
the building of the car park.

94% said YES to the Parish Co,
view that a new Library must be built

within any rebuilt Larkfield Library site.
Lib Dems
On Your Doorstep - On Your Side

QUIET LANES ARE HERE TO STAY.

Aylesford Newsprint
It was sad news earlier this year when Aylesford
Newsprint went into liquidation.
A planning application has now been submitted for
mixed one third housing and two thirds commercial
and industrial use. Up to 450 houses are proposed
with a school, community hall and small retail unit.
If passed, the site would contribute to the overall
demand for 6,000 houses in the Borough by 2031.
The estate road through to Aylesford Station Road,
called Bellingham Way, would be opened up for cars
and buses but not HGVs. The plans also show open
spaces keeping the Mill Pond and stream through
the site, improving the Medway riverside path, and
upgrading local footpaths and possibly bus services.
As previously developed land, it is a brownfield site
which already has planning consent for existing uses,
and should be developed before any greenfield sites
are considered. Leybourne Way is the only major
access to the site at present affecting local Larkfield
residents and customers at Tesco superstore. The
effect of the development on the local roads is the
major issue. Forecasts of traffic generation and
possible improvements to highway junction designs
are being considered.
Trudy says, “we are waiting for traffic figures but at
present I think some housing on the site would cut
the traffic especially HGVs on Leybourne Way. It
would also reduce the need for 6,000 homes to be
built on greenfield sites such as Broadwater Farm.

Some of the walkers at Broadwater Farm
- one of the sites threatened by housing .

The Hell that is Hermitage Lane
Planning consent given to ALDI and McDonalds by TMBC
led to long queues of traffic from end to end of Hermitage
Lane, engulfing Ambulances. Apparently there were
supposed to have been coordinated traffic lights to
ensure that if you got through one set on your way to the
stores, the second set would let you through too. This
would have prevented through traffic being held up by
cars waiting to enter the site. Unfortunately, the
requirement for these traffic lights was apparently not
included on the formal request from KCC Highways, nor
on the Planning Conditions attached to the consent from
Borough. So they were not provided. The developer has
agreed to provide them now, but it can’t be done before
Christmas. So shop early, around about 2am. For Xmas.

PARKING CHARGES - LATEST
While workers and residents in the town are
screaming for parking, these spaces in Sandown
Road stand empty as do the spaces in King Street.
Both belong to Circle Russett housing association.
We have been pressing for answers.

HELP GET THESE DANGEROUS
DRIVERS OFF THE ROADS
A new fence connects the Village Hall to the adjoining
boundary fence to prevent some vandals driving onto the
field and badly damaging the surface.
We understand these same vehicles are using local roads
in Larkfield and Ditton as a race track at night, disturbing
residents and putting pedestrians at risk.
Please report any incidents you see to the Police and take
the registration number of offending vehicles.

Since charges were introduced in the Tesco Car Park,
the Borough Council has collected £95,567.55 in
charges. Each month since May, the numbers of
cars parking has been less than the same month last
year by between 18% and 30%.

Trudy Dean, County Councillor for East and West Malling and
Larkfield, is celebrating! KCC has agreed to correct a mistake
which threatened local West and East Malling country "Quiet
Lanes". These were created in the countryside between West
and East Malling in 2002. They were designed to persuade
vehicles to use other routes so these lanes would be more
attractive to walkers and cyclists, encouraging people to take
outdoor exercise.
The Lanes had to be properly registered so hauliers and
highways workers knew about their special status. Planners
then have to take them into account when considering
planning applications. But, when house building threatened
Broadwater Farm, KCC said they "no longer formally
recognised" the Lanes. They admitted they had not placed
them on the Streetworks Register in 2002.
Luckily, Parish Clerk Carole D Silva had retained a copy of the 2003
final newsletter stating that the lanes HAD been properly
registered. It even features KCC accepting an award for the
project!
Trudy argued strongly that the mistake should be corrected, and
now KCC has agreed to register the lanes.
In West Malling, Sandy Lane into Norman Road as far as the
Village Hall, and Fartherwell Road (not Avenue) in the west,
and Water Lane and Lavenders Road in the east, were chosen to
be part of the network. Lavenders Road linked to Broadwater
Road as far as Broadwater Farm, Pikey Lane, Well Street and
Stickens Lane to Mill Street in East Malling.
Trudy said “ Because Water Lane was not signed properly, it
cannot be registered straight away, but I am pressing for rapid
consultation with residents to get this put right in one of our
loveliest lanes as soon as possible.”

CHURCH CENTRE

Richard Selkirk

The Church Centre in Churchfields obtained planning
consent for the main building to be converted into three
houses, with one new house to the rear. The site has
now been sold and the Church has restricted the
developer to those terms. The new owner is negotiating
with Mr Garrard of Manor Farm about laying a
temporary road across his field at the rear for
construction traffic and storage of materials. We
understand that such a road does not establish a
precedent for developing the rest of the field, and it
would relieve Churchfields of construction traffic.
The temporary road we were told is very costly.

Your Tesco tokens bring
£10,000 prize for Clare Lake

Trudy Dean, Chairman of the Clare Lake Action
Group, explained "This money will enable us to clear
the grassed area of felled trees, do lakeside planting
of wild flowers and buy ultrasound equipment
designed to prevent weed growth. This will all make
the lakeside banks into a much more attractive place
to visit. Larkfield Challenger Group are to remove
weeds from the lake in January. Brrr!

Liberal Democrats Keeping You Informed

THE MALLING SCHOOL BETTER OFF ALONE
The Malling School is splitting from its federation partner
school of Snodland Holmesdale. The move has the full
support of Vice Principal Carl Roberts who says this will
enable The Malling School to flourish independently.

NORMAN ROAD TOO NARROW FOR PARKING
TMBC has consulted residents of Norman Road again
about parking restrictions between no 75 and Alma
Road. After the last consultation, the Borough Council
discovered the road here was too narrow for on street
parking. The replies will be considered after Christmas.

GREEN BELT OFFICE BLOCK REFUSED

The project to restore Clare Lake East Malling won
through to the final vote in the ‘Tesco Bags of Help’
competition in the South East and we came second,
winning £10,000.

A huge thank you to everyone who used their
tokens to support our project.".

Lavenders Road Quiet Lane

Norman Road hedge grubbed out.

The Planning Application for the development of a small
office block on Appledene Farm was turned down on
Appeal because the land was within the Green Belt.
Shortly afterwards, the owner grubbed out the hedge
fronting onto the lane and replaced it with a ranch type
fence. She advised local people that the hedge had
fallen over following hedge cutting in preparation of the
field for agriculture. The field opposite the Village Hall
has been similarly prepared. Trudy has asked the owner
to consider replanting a hedge along both boundaries to
regrow the appearance of a rural lane.
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