
Following the first phase of Local Plan hearings in
November, the Inspectors called a halt to future
hearings afterdeciding thattherewere ‘serious legal
compliance issues’. These seem to centre on the
‘duty to co-operate’ which essentially means that
neighbouring Boroughs must talk to each other
during the plan making process regarding their
housing needs. A full explanation from the
Inspectors is awaited but therisk is thatthe timetable
forgetting the Local Plan in place isnow going to be
pushed back. That could have very serious
implications for our part of the Borough where
currently there is no Green Belt and the ordinary
countryside policies within the existing Local Plan
are considered to be out of date. Report on Traffic Issues in the High

Street and Chapel Street Area
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Meanwhile, the Planning Appeal for Forty Acres will
go ahead as planned, starting on 1st December with
the local Parish Councils arranging their own
representation as was done for the Malling Abbey
Appeal. In fact, by the time you receive this Hotline
the hearing may have started. This will be online
and there should be a session for the public to make
statements. We also anticipate that the hearings will
be streamed via Youtube. Before the start date we
will share the necessary details on the East Malling
Matterswebsite and Facebook and Twitterpages as
to how members of the public can view the
proceedings and register to speak.
The Parish Council’s Crowd J ustice campaign to
raise funds to fight the Appeal has raised around
£10,500 and is currently still live but will be closing
shortly. You can make a donation by visiting the
website at https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/
supporting-extension-of-the-malling-green-belt/
We do not expect to hear the outcome of the
Appeal until the New Year.

The Local Plan is now on hold pending comments from
the Inspectors - but the fight for Forty Acres continues

These trees at FortyAcres have Tree Preservation
Orders on them.The ParishCouncil has asked the

Borough to look at protecting other trees on
the site including the copse along the A20

Congestion is one of many issues affecting local
residents in theHigh Street/Chapel Street area

In J une 2019 we held a drop in session at the Institute
Hall for residents in the High Street/Chapel Street area
regarding the many and varied traffic related issues
impacting on that part of the village. Since that time
Roger and Michelle have worked upon a report for
submission to Kent Highways detailing the problems
which include congestion, speeding, unsuitableuse by
HGVs and general volume of traffic, parking and
driving over pavements, pedestrian safety concerns,
pollution and noise. The report, which runs to 27
pages, is unfortunatelytoo large to be uploaded to our
website.
The Report was shared with the ParishCouncil prior to
being submitted to Kent Highways. We now wait to
hear from Kent Highways so that we can engage in
some meaningful discussion as to how the problems
can be addressed as a whole.



Berkeley Homes who are behind the proposed
Broadwater Farm development have decided to
submit a planning application ahead of the Local
Plan being finalised, as they are entitled to do.
The application is expected to be submitted
before Christmas. Ahead of thatBerkeley Homes
have been carrying out a pre-application
consultation. Information can be found at https://
www.berkeley-broadwater.co.uk
As part of the allocation for housing in the draft
Local Plan, development had been confined
largely to the area south of Pikey Lane. Berkeley
Homes are now proposing that 7 hectares of
playing fields for the proposed schools should be
sited northof Pikey Lane and thatPikey Lane itself
should be closed to traffic. They say Kent County
Council require this so as to achieve a unified
school site.
At present there is still no firmproposal to deliver
an access road from the development directly
into Kings Hill. Instead, the development would
be served solely by a spine road leading fromthe
development through the middle of the
Broadwater Farm and New Barns Conservation
Area, joining the A228 close to West Malling
station.
Once the planning application has been
submitted we will share details on our East
Malling Matterswebsite and social media pages.

There has been widespread alarm expressed
across the political spectrum regarding
changes to the planning system being
consulted upon by the Government, the effect
of whichwould be to speed up planning but at
the same time would reduce the opportunity
for residents to have a say on planning
applications in their area. It is very mucha ‘top-
down’ approach to planning which is not in the
interests of local people. We know how
important it is for residents to be able to
express their views when it comes to planning
mattersand to be able to speak at the Planning
Committee on contentious applications. Under
the proposals it is not clear whether there
would even be a future for Planning
Committees as it seems more power to
determine applications would lie with Council
Planning Officers. In our view, speedy planning
is no substitute for good, intelligent planning
with an opportunity for participation, debate
and scrutiny.
The Government also propose to revise the
‘standard method’ for determining housing
numbers for local authorities. You could be
forgiven for not having a lot of confidence in
algorithms and will be concerned to know that
in Tonbridge & Malling’s case the new method
would result in the housing requirement per
year increasing from 696 to a whopping 1440
which is of great concern.
Across the country there are existing planning
approvals for more than 1 million homes that
are waiting to be built. We think pressure
should be placed on developers to deliver
those homes.
There is also a concern that there would be a
reduction in the amount of affordable housing
being built –which seems nonsensical at a time
when we hear constantly about how hard it is
for people to get onto thehousing ladder.
The consultation has now closed and we await
the Government’s response.

Broadwater FarmApplication
Expected Before Christmas

Government Proposes Changes
to the Planning System

Land west of Broadwater Road where Berkeley Homes
propose the access road to the Broadwater Farm
development should cut through the landscape

The Government’s new ‘standard method’ for
calculating housing need would see TMBC’s need more

thandouble to 1440 homes per yearPeak-time Parking Changes on
the A20 between New Road

and New Hythe Lane

KCC have made a Traffic Regulation Order that
will remove the free parking on the south side of
London Road adjacent to the Bradbourne estate
and will see the installationof ayellow line thatwill
regulate parking between 7.30am - 9amand 4pm
- 6pm. This is all part of the scheme to improve
traffic flows along the A20 and should help to
keep traffic moving more freely during peak
times.



East Malling Centre
Community Larder

The Centre continues to support those in need.
If you are struggling please contact the Centre

to see how they can help.

Telephone 01732 667198 or email
office.eastmallingcentre@gmail.com

Michelle was all set for a relaunch of the Health
Walk at the beginning of November when the
second lockdown happened. All being well it
will now re-start in December but that very
much depends on future Government
announcements.
Once the walks do get going again it will be
necessary for those wishing to come along to
register in advance via Eventbrite. This is so that
the number of people attending can be
managed.
If you are a regular East Malling Health Walker,
or are interested in joining the walks in future,
please send an email to Michelle at
michelle.tatton@aol.com and she will make
sure you are advised when the walks re-start.

NIAB EMR have recently secured permission for
new state of the art facilities which will bring
research opportunities on the site into the 21st

century. Along with the Wine Innovation Centre
for which permission was secured recently under
a separate planning permission, therewill be new
modern laboratories and high tech glasshouses.
NIAB EMR is recognised internationally for its
expertise in horticultural research and we are
pleased to see this investment at East Malling
which signals an intent to continue research here
into the future.
The Wine Innovation Centre sounds especially
exciting don’t you think?

NIAB EMR Gets the Go-Ahead
for New Facilities Buildings

Government Consulting on
Pavement Parking Option

The Government has been consulting on
possible changes to parking regulations across
England that could result in a pavement
parking ban as exists already in London.
We receive regular complaintsabout pavement
parking which can create hazards for a range of
pavement users. In fact, of the responses we
received following our Summer Hotline the
majorityof themconcerned parking and we are
actively looking at how we can resolve issues in
identified problem areas.
By the time Hotline lands on your doormat the
consultationwill have closed. We did share the
details on our East Malling Matters Facebook
and Twitterpages. We will be interested to see
how the Government responds.

East Malling HealthWalk
1 step forward...2 steps back

Above is an artist’s impression of the new facilities
buildings thathave been approved at NIAB EMR

Forty Acres Videos Capture the
Beauty of Our Countryside

As part of the Campaign to Save Forty Acres and
the East Malling Green Belt, Michelle helped the
ParishCouncil put together a series of videos that
show the important historic and landscape
character of our village and countryside. There
are three videos, all including a series of still
photographs, showing Forty Acres, the area
between West Malling and Wateringbury Road,
and the countryside east of Wateringbury Road.
These can all be viewed on the East Malling
MattersYouTube channel.



Facebook and Twitter@mallingmatters

www.eastmallingmatters.mycouncillor.org.uk

How to keep in touch
Roger Roud (Borough & ParishCouncillor) rouds@talktalk.net 01732 840828
Michelle Tatton (Borough & ParishCouncillor) michelle.tatton@aol.com 01732 521889

Trudy Dean (Kent County Councillor) trudy.dean@kent.gov.uk 01732 843119

David Thornewell (ParishCouncil Chairman) davidthornewell@blueyonder.co.uk 01732 847415

ParishCouncil Crowd Funding Campaign - visit www.crowdjustice.com
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The Kent Community Rail Partnership has launched
a new Partnership in the form of the Kent Downs
Line. This includes the 14 stations from Ashford to
Otford including EastMalling andWest Malling.
The purpose is to bring social, economic and
environmental benefits to the communities served
by rural and secondary rail services through
improving community links with rail operators and
initiating projects that make rail services more
attractive to residents and visitors alike.
Michelle will be attending the Kent Downs Line
Steering Group meetings and is keen to explore
ideas for improving the environmentof the stationat
East Malling. Thismight include artworkor planting,
or opportunities for the better display of local
information, or something else! The CRP also
engages with residents through local events thatare
linked to the railway. For example, this might be a
rail and cycle event with visitors arriving by train at a
particular station to then explore the local area by
cycle or foot.
If you use East Malling station frequently (or even if
you don’t!) you may have some ideas about what is
needed or what could work, or whatwouldn’t work!
This is very much about ideas coming from the
community itself so if you have a lightbulb moment
please email your idea to michelle.tatton@aol.com

Community Rail Partnership
Launches ‘Kent Downs Line’

Still no surgeries at present -
but we are still here to help

Since March we have not been able to hold
our regular monthly surgery at the East
Malling Centre. As we write we are in the
middle of the second lockdown and cannot
predict what the coming monthswill bring.
While we cannot meetwith you in person, we
are still here and we are working just as we
were before lockdown. So, if you have a
question or concern, please do still contact
us. Our details are below.
All Borough Council meetings are now
streamed online via YouTube so if you are at
a loose end have awatch. Go toYouTube and
search for TMBC Meetings. We hope that
once we can return to meetings in the
Chamber the Borough Council will agree to
continue with livestreaming in the interestsof
openness and transparency.
As a final word, we know Christmas will be
rather different this year. We hope you can
make the best of it. Early Seasons Greetings
to you all and let’s hope for better times in
2021.

We are still here to help you. (Photo taken
pre-pandemic in 2019).


