Hotline
March 2021

News from your Local Lib Dem
Team in Larkfield
Dear Neighbour
Because of lockdown we have not been able to spend from December to May
knocking on your door as we usually do. But we s�ll want to know what local
issues you are worried about. So our residents survey is online this year and
you will find it at: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HZPMK9L

20 mph Zone Update
On March 8th the joint KCC TMBC Transportation Committee
agreed to approve the 20mph
Scheme which was consulted on.
The Committee agreed that there
would be further consultation if any physical traffic calming measures were
needed on Lunsford Lane, New Hythe Lane and Leybourne Way. The scheme
will now be designed in detail, and costs prepared. Then the money I have
saved from my KCC Councillors Fund will be spent on putting in place as much of the scheme as I can afford.
Here is how you voted: 132 people replied to the KCC website, of which 84 ( 64%) were in favour and 48
(36%) opposing. 106 people responded to Hotline with 79 (75%) in favour and 27 (25%) opposing.
22 hard copies were received of which 22 ( 92%) were in favour, and 2 (8%) opposing.
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Chaucer Way Verge
The grass verge in Chaucer Way by the Tesco
access slope and steps is a very muddy mess
where cars are parking on it despite the yellow
lines. Local Councillors are currently in
discussion with KCC who are reluctant to place
bollards there or generally anywhere. Though
we note that this has recently been done in
Fernleigh Rise, Di�on. The alterna�ve is to put
a hard surface over the area of the verge which
we are reluctant to see. The parking on the
yellow lines is a Borough ma�er and we have
asked for be�er enforcement of the yellow
lines. Views appreciated.

David Thornewell at the muddy verge on a dry
day in Chaucer Way

LIB DEMS - WORKING HARD ALL YEAR ROUND

Larkfield Library Test Centre
Larkfield Library (below) is opera�ng as a
symptom free tes�ng centre. If you have to
leave home for work or for other necessary
reasons on a regular basis then it is
recommended that you get tested every two
weeks. You can book a slot on line at;
www.kent.gov.uk/symptomfreetest

Leybourne Centre for Covid 19 Vaccina�ons
Some of us have had our jabs while others have taken
elderly rela�ves for theirs. The system locally is working
well thanks to our hard working NHS staff and the many
volunteer stewards who are helping shepherd pa�ents
in and out. When it is your turn you will be called by the
surgery, receive a text with a link, or get a le�er from
NHS England. You will NOT get an email. If you do it will
be a scam.

Local Plan Blocked
Last October the hearings for the Local Plan were halted. The Planning Inspectorate told the Borough
Council that it had failed to meet the legal ‘duty to co-operate’ with Sevenoaks. The Borough Council
sent a long and detailed reply refu�ng that conclusion. Now by a further le�er of 2ⁿdMarch 2021 the
Planning Inspectors say they ‘stand by’ their previous findings and give the Borough Council 21 days to
withdraw the plan or alterna�vely that they will send a le�er to the Secretary of State saying the plan
should not be adopted as it fails to meet this duty to co-operate. If the second op�on is followed it is
possible the Borough could challenge the decision in the courts which Sevenoaks have done, so far
without success. If the plan were to be withdrawn the Borough would have to start all over again with
higher housing numbers.
It is ironic this impasse has been reached as the Government has stated they intend to abolish this ‘duty
to co-operate’.
Meanwhile the Borough Council, plus several Parish Councils, have with the support of the two local MPs
asked the Secretary of State to use his powers to intervene and require the Inspectors to con�nue the
hearings despite their findings. So once again we all wait to see what happens next. Whatever the rights
or wrongs in the mean�me as our Borough does not have a 5 year land supply allocated for development
as required by the Government it is open season for developers to put in plans on any green field non
Green Belt sites. That is in the eastern part of our area …the Medway Gap…. As the rest is in the Green
Belt.

Not ge�ng Trudy’s email bulle�n? Check your spam folder
Trudy sends out an email bulle�n with local news and informa�on every couple of weeks. We are aware
that in some cases the emails are not finding their way to email inboxes but are diver�ng to spam folders
instead. We are looking to see whether there is anything we can do at our end to stop this happening but
if you are signed up to receive Trudy’s Bulle�n and are wondering why you haven’t seen one for a while
please check your spam folder and mark the emails as ‘ok’ so that in future your system will hopefully
recognise the email as coming from a trusted source.
If you seem to have dropped off Trudy’s circula�on list, please email her at trudy.dean@kent.gov.uk

Public Toilets - some are closing
East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council
will be taking over the Mar�n Square
public toilets in April when they will be
added onto the Parish Rate. One of only
four Parish Councils to do so in the
Borough. The others at Aylesford,
Snodland, Hadlow, and West Malling will
close in April and be disposed of
although the agreement with Aylesford
Parish Council means that their public
toilets will be demolished. The Borough
Council do not have a statutory duty to
provide Public Conveniences. They were
asked to keep them open un�l shops and
businesses were open again but refused.
The Parish Council regard the Public
Toilets in Mar�n Square as essen�al.

South East Water
purchase water course
South East Water have purchased
from the Administrators of Aylesford
Newsprint the land that comprises Ditton Stream.
This includes the section in Cobdown Sports Ground;
the old Mill Pond bisected by the M20; and down as
far as the railway line. Also included in that are the
water abstraction rights, previously held by the
paper mills, which can be used to add to the local
water supplies. The land has been fenced in for
security reasons between Bellingham Way and the
railway as well as clearing old buildings. A planning
application is being lodged for further works and the
parish councils have stressed the need to keep the
stream, old mill pond (now either side of the M20)
and trees as a local historic feature and amenity. A
Kingfisher was spotted there recently.

Bellingham Way water fall

Be safe..sign up for a Postal Vote
The Government is clear that it wishes elec�ons to go ahead on 6th May. These elec�ons will be for Kent County
Council and Kent’s Police and Crime Commissioner. If you are already registered to vote you can apply for a postal
vote by downloading a form from TMBC’s website. For full details you can visit www.tmbc.gov.uk and type ‘postal
vote’ in the search box to find the correct link. Alterna�vely message us and we will send you the details.

Disappearing Fields? No one is keeping Count.

No one is keeping count of how much farmland is
lost to development in Kent. We discovered this fact when figh�ng the Forty Acres campaign. Houses are proposed
on the best soils in the country, yet it cannot be given much importance by Inspectors, because no one knows how
much is le�. So Trudy used her place on a KCC Select Commi�ee about farming in Kent to suggest that local
councils should work together with CPRE and other interested rural bodies, to collect these figures. This was
agreed. It should mean that in future we have some hard evidence of the rate of loss of agricultural land, which we
need in order to produce more of our own foods. Producing food locally also cuts carbon emissions and air
pollu�on.

New £4m roof for Lunsford School
Trudy writes, the KCC Education Committee will
be asked this month to approve a new £4 million
flat roof for Lunsford School. The existing roof
is made of aerated concrete which has a
shorter life than normal concrete. Though KCC
say there are no concerns about the safety of
the roof at present, they nevertheless propose
its replacement, which of course I support.
Unfortunately, for safety’s sake the whole
school will need to relocate into temporary
classrooms whilst the work is completed. When
the roof is back on the inside of the school will
be redecorated to welcome the pupils back.

David Thornewell, Tim Bishop, Trudy Dean and
Anita Oakley at the entance to Lunsford School

Leybourne Lakes Cafe plans at last!
A�er holding a contribu�on from developers for
over ten years, TMBC have finally produced plans for the Cafe
and Watersports buildings at Leybourne Lakes Country Park. It
would be really good if this facility could at last be achieved.
We have a number of sugges�ons. The large windows do not
overlook the lake for instance, and the promised educa�on
room is missing. You can get the plans from the TMBC website,
from the papers of the Communi�es and Housing Advisory
Board at their mee�ng on February 16th 2021.

Your local team-get in touch!

Anita Oakley anita.oakley@tmbc.gov.uk 01732 844383
Trudy Dean trudy.dean@kent.gov.uk 01732 843119
Tim Bishop timothy.bishop@tmbc.gov.uk 07811 196421
David Thornewell davidthornewell@blueyonder.co.uk 01732 847415

Complaint? Idea? Sugg

estion?

POP IT IN THE POST
TO;
FREEPOST, KENT, LI
BDEMS
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