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News from your Local Lib Dem Team in East Malling

Roger Roud - First Citizen for East Malling
Congratulations to Roger on his election to the office of Mayor!

At the Council meeting on 8th May
2021, and following a proposal by
the Lib Dem Leader of the
Opposition Anita Oakley, it was
agreed unanimously to elect Roger
as Mayor of the Borough. Roger is
the first East Malling Borough Cllr to
be appointed Mayor and he and
Pam are already busy with a wide
variety of Mayoral engagements
across Tonbridge & Malling.
Roger has chosen Kent Air
Ambulance as his charity for the
year.
Roger continues to do all his usual
Borough Cllr work alongside his
Mayoral duties.

It’s a huge ‘THANK YOU’ as
Trudy tops the poll
At the Kent County Council elections on 6th May Trudy
Dean was elected again to represent East Malling,
Larkfield and West Malling. She won 68% of the vote,
increasing her majority from 1041 last time to 1797.
Trudy writes, “Thank you very much for your support
for me and our hardworking team of Borough
Councillors Roger Roud, Michelle Tatton, David
Thornewell, Anita Oakley, Tim Bishop and Nick
Stapleton. The problems of local house building, toilet
closures, littering and Council cutbacks will continue to
affect our local quality of life. We shall carry on
representing local people on the Council to make sure
your voice is heard. This was a different election. I
greatly missed being able to meet people on the
doorstep to discuss local issues. So, if you have things
you need help with, please use the back page to get in
touch.”

Your Local Lib Dem Team - Working Hard All Year Round

Boundaries - it’s all change
The Boundary Commission is carrying out a
review of the Ward Boundaries of Tonbridge &
Malling. They propose to reduce the number of
Cllrs to 43 from 54. Currently, the average
number of electors that each Cllr represents is
1820. Under the new proposals that average
would rise to 2484, necessitating a change to the
size of the areas represented by them. There are
rules about how boundaries can be altered and
areas covered by Parishes are usually kept
within Parish boundaries but it could mean that
East Malling is grouped with other nearby
villages.
The 10 week consultation began on 11th May
and closes on 19th July. To have your say go to
http://orlo.uk/RGPIO
In addition to ward boundary changes, there is a
further
consultation
upon
changes
to
parliamentary constituency boundaries. Under
the proposals, East Malling would be removed
from the Tonbridge constituency and placed
within a Maidstone and Malling constituency.
The Parish of East Malling & Larkfield would be
split, as it is now, with Larkfield remaining in
Chatham & Aylesford. You can find out more
and respond to the consultation by going to
https://boundarycommissionforengland.
independent.gov.uk/2023-review/
This second consultation closes on 2nd August.

‘Parkside’ Drainage

Flooding at New Road has increased in recent years. We’ve
been working with Highways to resolve it and it’s important
that the Parkside development doesn’t make it worse

The developer for the ‘Parkside’ site on the
eastern side of New Road is submitting the
necessary
applications
regarding
the
conditions attached to the planning
permission. One of these relates to foul and
surface water drainage. The East Malling
Stream is culverted on both sides of the road,
with a ditch running behind the wall within the
application site. We believe a culvert needs to
be installed under the access road into the
site so that water flows are not interrupted.
Highways tell us the developer is required to
locate and survey the pipe as part of the
access works but the latest plans do not refer
to the culvert or ditch at all. We are following
this up as clearly getting the drainage right is
critical to addressing the flooding that
impacts New Road and Church Walk. In this
respect, Highways intend to replace pipework
on the west of New Road in the coming
months.

No further legal challenge to Forty Acres decision
We have reported previously on the disappointing outcome of the Forty Acres Public Inquiry when
Wates were given conditional permission for housing. The “killer” points were the fact that TMBC
could not show it had a five year land supply and had made limited progress on its new Local Plan.
In other respects, the Inspector was sympathetic to the Borough and Parish arguments. Sadly,
after the Public Inquiry ended, the position concerning the draft Local Plan worsened in that the
separate Local Plan Inspectors finding TMBC had not co-operated with Sevenoaks as the law
requires which has brought the Local Plan process to a halt.
Given this position, the Parish Council were advised that the grounds of appeal to the Courts
against the Forty Acres decision were not good and it would probably have to go all the way to the
Supreme Court with substantial costs involved, which the Parish does not have and could not
reasonably expect to raise, and so they have had to decide against that course of action. The
Parish Council would like to thank everyone who supported the Forty Acres Campaign.
We await the detailed application from Wates and will report further in a future Hotline

Picnic in the Park 2021 cancelled
Unfortunately the delay in a full lifting of
restrictions means Picnic in the Park cannot go
ahead this year but the volunteer organisers are
already thinking about next year’s event which is
planned to coincide with HM The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee weekend - so put Sunday 5th June
2022 in your diary now!

Rubbish Update - Recycling
Suspended until 12th July
After the Borough Waste Service Contractor,
Urbaser, ran into yet more difficulties, it was
announced on 24th June that recycling collections
would be suspended until Monday 12 July to give
the contractor the opportunity to catch up on
missed collections.
Black bins (non-recyclable material), food caddies
and garden waste are being collected as planned.
If you are concerned about an excess of recyclable
waste building up and do not have the capacity to
store it until the week of 12th July you may put
your green bins and boxes out with your black bin
BUT the recycling will not actually be recycled - it
will be combined with the black bin waste for
energy generation.
The current difficulties are being put down to the
lack of HGV drivers - a national issue affecting a
number of councils as well as national
supermarkets and delivery firms.
The Road
Haulage Association has some detail on its website
and they have written to the Prime Minister search on line for ‘HGV Driver Shortage RHA Call to
Action’.
Whatever the reasons are, the service residents
are receiving is unacceptable and must be
improved. At the time of going to print Cllrs are
calling for an urgent review with some suggesting
the service should be brought back in house.

It’s back - East Malling
Health Walk
Enjoy a walk and a chat with the
East Malling Health Walkers every Friday starting at 11am

The Health Walk is once
again taking place on
Fridays. Meet at the end
of the access road to the
East Malling Centre at
10.50am for a prompt
start at 11am. The cafe
is now open for those
who would like a tea or
afterwards.
coffee
Contact Michelle for
more information.

KCC Elections - The Results
Trudy Dean

Lib Dem

2979

68%

David Thompson

Conservative

1182

27%

Sarah Palmer

Labour

197

4%

Rizwana Shelley

Labour

45

1%

Get on board with Station improvements
Michelle, Roger and David have met with
representatives from Southeastern and the Kent
Downs Line Community Rail Partnership to consider
some improvements at East Malling Station. This
could be in the form of artwork on the plain
concrete station walls and some information boards
which would include a large framed map of local
public rights of way. Some other possible options
materialised during the discussion, including a
repaint of the old wooden station shelter and the
possibility of bringing back into use the small station
room which has been locked up for many years.

In need of a lick of paint? And could the
closed station room be put to a fresh use?
The Parish Council has agreed to make a donation of £200 and is considering ‘adopting’ the station.
However, to do this we would need to have some volunteer support so if you have a bit of time to
spare and would be interested in helping with some improvements or with some occasional station
tidy ups - or if you have any other thoughts about improvements - please contact one of us using
the details below.

How to keep in touch
Trudy Dean (Kent County Councillor)
trudy.dean@kent.gov.uk
Roger Roud (Borough & Parish Councillor)
rouds@talktalk.net
Michelle Tatton (Borough & Parish Councillor) michelle.tatton@aol.com
David Thornewell (Parish Council Chairman) davidthornewell@blueyonder.co.uk

01732 843119
01732 840828
01732 521889
01732 847415
01732 840828

Facebook and Twitter @mallingmatters
www.eastmallingmatters.mycouncillor.org.uk
Trudy asks anyone wanting to receive her regular Email Bulletin, or who seems to have dropped
off her circulation list, to email her at dean.j6@sky.com to receive future copies.
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