Hotline
Autumn 2021
From your Local Lib DemTeam in Larkfield

18 months to re-do the Local Plan
Following the formal withdrawal of the Local Plan in July, Borough Officers have been working
hard to consider ways of speeding up the rewri�ng process. They have told us that a new
reconsidered Local Plan could be ready for the Inspectors in just 18 months. With that in mind
they are carrying out a ‘Call for Sites’ exercise over a four week period beginning in the next
few weeks. They have iden�fied a new streamlined way of assessing the sites which will
involve the hiring of Consultants. There will be an emphasis on using Brown Field sites first,
then Green Field. There is no inten�on to change the five strategic sites already in the Local
Plan. There will though need to be an es�mated extra 3000 houses, as required by the
Government (going from 696 to 839 per annum), a 20% increase which should take the plan to
15 years past the adop�on date.
Having a Local Plan which iden�fies a 5 year land supply and that has been agreed by the
Inspectors will leave us less open to predatory planning applica�ons. Your local Lib Dem
Councillors will s�ll fight for the extension of the Green Belt between East and West Malling.
We will also make sure adequate parking standards for new developments are enshrined
within the new plan. In line with the Climate Change and the Tree Charter we will ensure
developers plant more trees. The world has moved on since the last plan and so higher
standards of insula�on, solar panels and electric chargers will be sought as the norm for houses
built in Tonbridge and Malling.

New Wetland
Habitat for the Park
Leybourne Lakes Country Park is to
have a new area of wetland. This will
be Phase 2 of the Natural Flood
Management along the Leybourne/
Snodland Mill Stream, it will be part
funded by the Borough Council.
Leybourne Lakes Country Park is in the
throes of being transferred to the
Tonbridge and Malling Leisure Trust.
The Trust will operate the cafe when it
is built and will be in control of all the
water sports ac�vi�es. The Rangers
will be employed by the Trust.

No Parking Charges for Martin Sq
The suggestion that
parking charges should
be implemented for
Martin Square,
Aylesford and Snodland
will not now go ahead.
The new administration
at the Council decided
that as it was so
unpopular, the idea
should be scrapped! We
await with interest to see
if the parking charges at
West Malling will go in
a similar way!

LIB DEMS - WORKING HARD ALL YEAR ROUND

LAND SOUTH OF BARMING STATION ON HERMITAGE LANE
Borough Members of the Area 3 Planning Committee at Tonbridge and Malling have refused permission for
Croudace (TM/20/02749) to build 330 homes on a site south of Barming Station, Aylesford. They were
turned down on landscape grounds including loss of agricultural land. Objections were lodged by all the local
Parish Councils, including our own. Maidstone Borough Council and local residents. Many of the objections
raised were highway objections based on the existing traffic levels of Hermitage Lane and the A20. Neither
Kent County Council nor Highways England, who have responsibility for the nearby M20 and its junctions,
objected. Although several Councillors objected on such grounds legal advice was given that in the event of
an Appeal, the Planning Inspectorate would follow their advice as the recognised experts. The Borough is not
a Highway Authority and the Governments present ruling is that sites for housing should only be refused if the
traffic implications would be ‘severe’. This is not defined by the Government nor tested in Law. The site was
not included in the recently withdrawn draft Local Plan but the developers argued the need for more houses
overrode its rural status. No doubt they will appeal though we await to see.
David Thornewell says; All these applications show the continuing pressure to build in the eastern part of the
Borough which does not have the protection of the Green Belt. Government spokesman have recently said
priority should be given to building on brown field land and the pressure to build on green field sites reduced.
While we welcome such statements they have no effect unless they lead to the current national planning
guidance issued by central Government being changed. Without this, councils and the Planning Inspectors are
still required to follow it. This means the need to find even more land for housing on top of what was
proposed in the now withdrawn local plan. We look to our local MPs to press the Government to honour its
statements.”

CHAUCER WAY
We con�nue to press KCC to cut back the laurel and other hedges overgrowing the pavements around
Chaucer Way. They are due to be cut back each Autumn.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH OVERGROWTH
It is pleasing to see the public path by Lunsford Allotments through to the Castle Lake site in Leybourne has
been cleared. And also the diagonal path at Lunsford Lane on the other side of Leybourne Way. We
continue to report other overgrown paths leading out of Larkfield. Use the Feedback form to let us know of
any others.
MAP OF PROPOSED BROADWATER FARM
DEVELOPMENT
This shows the proposed new road connec�ng
the site to West Malling by pass to a point
opposite the road into West Malling sta�on. It
is assumed that the traffic lights here would all
have to be redesigned.
The rectangular area to the right is an
extension to the site originally on the now
withdrawn Local Plan so it would extend north
of Pikey Lane right down as far as Broadwater
Farm buildings where the Conserva�on Area is
designated. The green area to the west of the
by pass next to the cross roads where the
Startled Saint pub used to be is a proposed
open space for West Malling.

Anita with volunteers and workers at Communigrow to celebrate the opening of a chalet funded by the local
Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons some of whom were also present to formally open it. Communigrow
grow vegetables on three acres of land at East Malling Research. They are passionate about educa�on and
are an inclusive charity info@communigrow.org.uk Look online at their ac�vi�es and organic veg boxes.

WHERE HAS ALL THE AGRICULTURAL LAND GONE!
At the recent Area 3 Planning Meeting officers again raised no objection to the release for housing of the site
off Hermitage Lane even though it is zoned as High Grade agricultural land. The argument was each site has to
be judged on its own merits and the cumulative effect cannot be taken into account. Indeed no one is keeping a
tally of the fields being lost! Locally all the recent sites approved at East Malling Research Station; Whitepost
Field, Aylesford; the “Pea Field”, Barming and the lost appeal site of Forty Acres, East Malling were all listed
as High Grade farming land. As is Broadwater, where there is a planning application for a Kings Hill extension
northwards for around 900 houses, a Doctors surgery and two schools. David Thornewell has called for this to
be urgently taken up with the Government and its agents including Natural England who is responsible for land
grading. He says “it cannot be sustainable to allow our asset of agricultural land to be reduced field by
field with no one even keeping a record of what is happening.”
BROADWATER FARM
This is an area of farm land at the south end of
East Malling and West Malling straddling two
area planning commi�ees. The applica�on for
900 houses has now been made to expand
Kings Hill northwards into Broadwater Farm
fields. The applica�on includes land for new
primary and secondary schools plus land for a
doctors surgery. A new link road is included
across the remaining farmland out to the West
Malling by pass. The site was one included in
the now withdrawn dra� Local Plan but the
proposal now includes more land extending
the school land north of Pikey Lane. Full details
can be seen by looking at applica�on
TM/21/02719 on the borough website under
planning applica�ons and where comments
can be sent.

New Memorial
Unveiled at Lawson
House Anita visited
Lawson House the week
a�er this memorial was
unveiled. She met with
the new Manager,
Stefanie Kennedy and
Chairman of the Residents
Associa�on Steve Sto�
who took the photograph.
Lawson House con�nues
to be a popular and
vibrant part of our
community with many
residents transferring
there from the local area.

LARKFIELD 20mph SCHEME COMING
SOON…

The date of the next Larkfield
Li�er Pick is Saturday 20th
November 2021. Meet at
Church Farm Hall at 10.30am

More New Developments
Proposed at ECCLES
Trenport are consulting on plans
to double the size of Eccles
village with an extra 900 homes
by developing land around the
village. A new community centre
is promised. The intention is that
the main road access to the site
would be by using Peters Bridge
connecting Peters village and
Wouldham to the A228. They
also propose a “Heritage Trail”
and an improved bus service.
Full details can be seen on their
website www.landateccles.co.uk
where comments can also be left.

The 20 mph speed limit scheme by KCC is
in the process of being implemented by
putting up the necessary signs as we write. It
will cover all the residential estate roads
including Chaucer Way, Kingfisher and
Swallow Roads. The 20mph will only apply
on New Hythe Lane from the A20 to
Kingfisher Road. Leybourne Way, Gighill
Road, and Lunsford Lane south of the M20
will remain unchanged.

Boundary Changes To Borough Wards

The
Local Government Boundary Commission has published its draft proposals
for changing the ward boundaries used to elect Borough Councillors to
Tonbridge and Malling Council. This is to make more equal the number of
electors each Councillor represents including taking into account population
growth since the last review as well as sites where new houses have been
approved. In addition the number of councillors is being reduced from 54 to
43, meaning the boundaries of all wards are changing. In Larkfield the
proposal is to combine the Larkfield South and Larkfield North Wards into a
single Larkfield ward with three Councillors. East Malling is proposed to be
linked with West Malling and Offham to also elect three Councillors.
The existing parish boundaries and the way that Parish Councillors are
elected is not changed. The effect of these changes will mean more electors
per Councillor. Currently standing at an average 1,821 it will rise to 2,234.
The full proposals can be seen on the Commissions website and any
comments have to be made by 13th December. reviews@lgbc.org.uk

Your local team-get in touch!

Trudy Dean trudy.dean@kent.gov.uk 01732 843119
David Thornewell davidthornewell@blueyonder.co.uk 01732 847415
Tim Bishop �mothy.bishop@tmbc.gov.uk 07811 196421
Anita Oakley
anita.oakley@tmbc.gov.uk 01732 844383
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