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Conference notes that: 

A) On 23 June 2016, the people of Wales and the UK as a whole voted by narrow 

majorities to set in motion the procedure for leaving the EU. 

B) Contradictory assurances were given to them by leading Brexit campaigners, many of 

which have since been demonstrated to be unachievable. 

C) The benefits of 45 years of EU membership, with the abolition of regulatory and 

administrative barriers, as well as tariffs, have led to the UK economy being deeply 

integrated with those of the 27 other member states. 

D) Major global companies have located in Wales as a gateway to the continent, as well 

as to the UK market, and many of those jobs are now at risk.  

Conference is deeply concerned that: 

a)  The UK Government took about 20 months after the referendum for the Cabinet to 

set out its basic proposals for the future relationship between the UK and the EU. 

b)  Even then, it was unrealistic in seeking to cherry-pick the benefits of membership 

without the counterpart obligations, an approach repeatedly rejected by the 27.  

c) The Corbyn-led Labour Party has agreed with the Conservative Government that the 

UK should leave the EU and has failed to offer any coherent and realistic proposals for 

the UK’s future relationship with the EU. 

d)  Welsh businesses of many types and sizes, including agriculture, manufacturing and 

financial services, will suffer from leaving the EU on any foreseeable terms.  

e)  The EU Withdrawal Bill takes back powers from the EU to Westminster but 

devolution to Wales of those powers which fit within existing devolved policy areas 

depend on discretionary Henry VIII powers bestowed on UK Ministers. 

Conference recognises that: 

The least damaging exit would be through membership of the EEA and the Customs 

Union but this would involve close regulatory alignment and budgetary contributions 

without the UK retaining the power and influence it now has as a key member state.  

Conference calls upon: 

1. The UK Government urgently to give priority to the national interest, rather than 

continuing to mask the real choices with a cloak of bluster to postpone deeper splits in 

the Conservative Party, and to publish assessments of the impact of the main Brexit 

scenarios on each government department. 

2. The UK Government to give a vote to Parliament and then the British people in a 

referendum, including an option to stay in the EU, made meaningful by that referendum 

being held before it is, in practical terms, too late to halt the UK’s exit from the EU. 

3. The Welsh Government to maintain pressure for an early agreement on matters falling 

within its fields of competence to be devolved to Wales if Brexit takes place. 

4. The Welsh Liberal Democrats to intensify our campaign for ‘an exit from Brexit’, with 

Britain remaining a full and influential member of the European Union. 


