
 

 
 

Online Conference 2020 

Contributions from Elected Representatives 

Proposed by: 20 Members 

 

Conference notes: 

1. The Welsh Liberal Democrats depend overwhelmingly on the support of 

our members and supporters to resource our Party’s activities. We cannot 

rely on donations from millionaires, big business or the trades unions to 

fund our campaigns. 

2. That fighting elections is expensive: at the last Welsh general election in 

May 2016 the Welsh Liberal Democrats spent £196,143 on the national 

campaign, the Conservatives £396,406, Labour £255,806 and Plaid Cymru 

£209,733. 

3. Contributions from elected representatives (“tithing”) is compulsory for 

Liberal Democrats at all levels of government in England. The rate 

recommended by ALDC is one tenth of all allowances, calculated before 

tax, national insurance and other deductions. 

4. A number of reports to the Welsh Party and the Federal Party (notably the 

2008 Bones Report) have concluded that Liberal Democrats are elected 

and re-elected due to the financial and time contributions of ordinary 

members and therefore it is reasonable to require our elected 

representatives to contribute a percentage of their income towards the 

costs of campaigning. 

5. Some Local Parties have a system of councillor contributions but this is 

not consistently applied across Wales and can even vary between council 

groups within the same Local Party. 

6. In the four years since May 2016, if contributions had been made at the 

recommended rate, the Welsh Liberal Democrats would have received 

more than £500,000 from our representatives in local government and 

the Senedd. 

 



Conference believes: 

A. That a system of public funding of political parties, in line with existing 

Liberal Democrat policy, should be introduced to improve democracy 

across the UK. 

B. That Welsh Liberal Democrat councillors, Members of the Senedd and 

Members of Parliament have a well-deserved reputation for working 

harder than the representatives of other parties, based on year-round 

campaigning. 

C. Many Welsh Liberal Democrats, elected or otherwise, already give 

generously to fund the Party’s activities and the costs of communicating 

with the electorate. 

D. That any tithing scheme must be fair, transparent and, in the case of 

councillors, include a provision for genuine hardship that respects 

individual circumstances and is as confidential as possible. 

Conference calls for: 

i. The Welsh Party Board to prepare a constitutional amendment to 

enshrine the principle of contributions from elected representatives in the 

constitution, to be debated at the Welsh Party’s Autumn Conference in 

2021. 

ii. A model tithing contract to be agreed by the Campaigns and 

Communications Committee before 31 December 2020, which 

Senedd/PCC candidates shall be encouraged to sign, and for the list of 

signatories to be made available to all party members before the Welsh 

Party’s Spring Conference in 2021. 

iii. A tithing scheme for principal local authority councillors to be agreed by 

all Local Parties as part of the approval process for candidates standing 

for local government in May 2022. 

iv. As part of any scheme, Welsh Liberal Democrat candidates at all levels of 

government should agree, as a condition of the approval process, to 

commit to contribute one tenth of gross salary/allowances if elected. 

v. Contributions shall ordinarily be paid monthly to an accounting unit 

within the Welsh Liberal Democrats, or split across multiple accounting 

units - for example, a Member of the Senedd could opt to contribute 5% 

to their Local Party and 5% to the Welsh Party. 


