
 

 
 

Online Conference 2020 

The Vision for Wales in a Federal UK 

Proposed by: 20+ Members 
 

Conference notes: 

1. The long-standing Welsh Liberal Commitment to "Home Rule" as 

exemplified by the "Cymru Fydd" movement of the late 19th Century 

2.  The motion "The Creation of a Federal United Kingdom" passed by the 

Liberal Democrats Virtual Federal Conference in Sept 2020. 

3.  The report from Plaid Cymru's "Independence Commission" 

4. The repeated attempts by the UK Government to undermine Welsh 

Government including the response to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

Internal Market Bill and the lack of Barnett Consequential from HS2 

investment. 

5.  The failure of the Westminster Government to set a 2021 Budget in a 

timely manner delaying Welsh budget and local government settlement 

Conference believes: 

A. In a federal UK and will forge a new relationship between the nations of 

the United Kingdom; a relationship founded on mutual respect, trust, and 

responsibility to each other. 

B.  The current structure of the Union is no longer functioning in the best 

interests of the Welsh or indeed the UK population. 

C.  That there are benefits to Wales for remaining within a reformed federal 

United Kingdom. 

D.  There is a need for the Welsh Liberal Democrats to respond to the issues 

of the times, and to be in a position to clearly enunciate a view of the 

place of a democratic Wales in the UK and in Europe and the wider world. 

E.  The Principles of federalism should be reflected in the Welsh Liberal 

Democrats approach to policy and campaigning issues in Wales. 

F.  The stagnant form of Unionism espoused by the Conservative party fails 

to recognise the growing calls by the Welsh public for greater control over 

what happens in Wales. 

G. That there should be fixed dates by which all levels of administration must 

set their budgets. 



Conference calls for: 

i.  The Welsh Liberal Democrats to enter the 2021 Senedd elections with a 

policy rejecting the status quo and firmly committed to creating a Federal 

replacement. 

ii.  The Welsh Policy Development Committee to establish a working group 

to undertake a consultation and provide a report on the "Welsh steps on 

the Pathway to a Federal UK" and to work actively with their colleagues in 

the Federal, Scottish and English  Parties to develop a clearer UK vision. 

iii.  The UK Government to commit to dates for the rest of this Parliament by 

which they will publish the budget settlement for the following financial 

year 

Conference Calls for the 2021 Manifesto to include commitments to: 

1.  Establish a cross party convention, based on the Cook/Maclennan 

Convention in advance of the 1997 devolution settlement in Scotland, to 

prepare a report before the following Senedd Election outlining the 

changes necessary to enable Wales to prepare for a new federal structure. 

2.  Undertake an infrastructure review to improve internal communications 

within Wales including but not limited to the potential reinstatement of 

the Carmarthen - Aberystwyth Line and the Builth Road to Caersws line 

and improvements to north/south road links. 

3. Begin the processes to create a Welsh Legal system. 

4. Seek additional transfer of powers to the Senedd to create parity of 

responsibilities with the Scottish Parliament including powers over 

Broadcasting, Energy production, welfare and financial controls. 

 


