
Welsh Liberal Democrats Easy Read Manifesto Summary 

We are the Welsh Liberal Democrats. We believe in a stronger 

economy and a fairer society, giving opportunity to everyone.  

The Liberal Democrats are a political party. This means we are 

one of the groups who are taking part in the general election 

this year, in order to decide who will run the country. This 

document tells you some of what the Welsh Liberal Democrats 

believe in and what we will do if we win the election this year. 

Liberal Democrats have been part of the government since 

2010 and the last election. We have made Britain a better place 

by increasing Britain's economic growth, creating millions of 

new jobs, and reducing the debt Britain has.  

Our top 5 priorities for the next five years are: 

- Making the economy stronger and reducing Britain's debt in a 

fair way. 

- Cutting taxes for poorer people, by enabling people to earn 

£12,500 without paying tax on it. 

- Giving up to £450 million to the Welsh NHS and making sure 

there are enough nurses on wards. 

- Doubling the money for pupils from poor families. 

- Giving Wales more powers and a fairer amount of money. 

1 - Balancing the budget 

Since 2008, there have been a lot of problems with money. The 

economy of Britain has been in a difficult place. But it is slowly 

getting better because Liberal Democrats have been in 

government. 

In the next five years, we want to: 

- Reduce the amount of money the Government borrows 

because we have to pay back more over time. 



- Spend money on transport, looking after the environment, and 

strengthening the economy. 

- Only raise taxes on rich people, and lower taxes for people on 

low and middle incomes. 

- Limit the amount we cut the budget. We will make sure we 

protect the most vulnerable people in society and cut less than 

the Conservatives. 

We will borrow less than the Labour party, and cut the budget 

by less than the Conservative party. 

2- Making the economy stronger and fairer 

We want everyone in Britain to have the money they need to 

live a good and happy life.  

We want to make sure that everyone who can work can get a 

job and everyone pays their fair share of tax. 

Since being in government we have made sure that people on 

lower incomes pay less tax. 

In the next five years, we want to:  

- Invest money in transport and making the economy stronger. 

- Make the banks fairer. 

- Support Cardiff and Swansea having more powers over 

developing the local area, and giving more powers to local 

communities.  

- Make sure Wales produces renewable energy so we don't 

damage the environment. 

3 - Help with Living Standards 

In 2010, we promised to make sure no one who earns under 

£10,000 pays tax. Since being in government, we succeeded 

and made sure no one who earns under £10,600 pays tax. 



By 2015 we want to enable people to earn £12,500 before 

paying tax. 

In the next five years, we want to:  

- Make people who own houses worth over £2 million pay more 

tax. 

- Make benefits fairer and help people work who can. We want 

to make sure working means you will earn more money than 

you get on benefits. 

- Make sure pensions for older people always go up and make 

the system simpler to understand and use. 

4 - Schools  

We believe education is important for people to succeed. 

Everyone should have a good education. 

Children from poor families and places can find it hard to 

succeed at school. We have made sure there is more money 

for children who need the most help. 

In the next five years, we want to:  

- Double the amount of money we give to poorer children in 

school. 

- Give children a better choice of what they can study. 

- Give all children fair support to read confidently by the time 

they go to secondary school. 

- Make bus travel cheaper for young people. 

- Help people at university with the cost of living. 

5 - Health 

We want healthcare to be available for free, when and where 

you need it. 



We have spent money on new technology for hospitals and 

helping older people. 

In the next five years, we want to: 

- Give more money to the NHS in Wales to make sure there are 

enough nurses in hospitals. 

- Treat people with mental health problems fairly, especially 

children. 

- Make it easier to see your GP in the evening or at weekends, 

or even speak to them online. 

- Give carers a bonus of £250 every year. 

6 - The Environment and rural Wales 

We think everyone should have access to clean water, clean air 

and green spaces. Lots of Wales is rural and there are a lot of 

farms.  

Since Liberal Democrats have been in Government, we 

produce nearly three times more renewable energy than we 

used to.  

In the next five years, we want to: 

- Protect the environment.  

- Increase the amount of renewable energy we make. 

- Reduce the amount of things people throw away. 

- Protect post offices from closing.  

7 - Houses 

We don't build enough houses for people to live in. This means 

that house prices and rent are expensive and people can't 

afford their own house. We need to build lots more if everyone 

is going to have a home of their own.  

In the next five years, we want to: 



- Build 300,000 new houses. 

- Reduce your council tax if you insulate your house. 

- Help working people with buying their first home while they 

rent. The rent people pay will help pay towards owning the 

house. 

- Give young people a loan for the deposit on their first house. 

- Make it easier for you to change energy company. 

8 - Making Britain Fairer 

We believe everyone should be treated fairly, whatever their 

background or circumstances. Since we have been in 

government there have been improvements, for example, same 

sex marriages are legal. 

In the next five years, we want to:  

- Protect your information on the internet. 

- Make sure people can say what they think. 

- Stop discrimination in the criminal justice system. 

- Give more Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic people 

opportunities for jobs in the police. 

- Stop homophobic bullying. 

- Make big companies tell us what they pay men and women so 

we can make sure it's fair. 

9 Keeping your community safe 

No one can succeed if they're afraid. There is less crime with 

Liberal Democrats in government than ever before. The best 

way to protect people from criminals is to stop crime happening 

in the first place. Locking people up in prison is expensive and 

will not reduce crime.  

In the next five years, we want to:  



- Give victims of crime more rights. 

- Have more police officers by getting rid of Police and Crime 

Commissioners.  

- Stop people going to prison if their only offence is using drugs.  

- Change prisons so they try to stop criminals committing 

crimes again. 

Immigration 

We believe we should know who is coming into and going out 

of the country. Britain needs more students and visitors to help 

our economy grow. 

In the next five years, we want to: 

- Have good checks so we know who is coming into and going 

out of the country. 

- Make sure migrants learn English or Welsh if they claim 

benefits. 

- Stop immigrants being arrested if they're not criminals. 

10 Making British politics fairer 

We vote to decide how the country and our government is run. 

We believe you should have more say in who runs the country. 

Since we have been in government, Wales has got more 

powers to decide our own policies. 

In the next five years, we will 

- Give Wales more powers and make sure we have a proper 

Welsh Parliament. 

- Make sure Wales has the funding it needs. 

- Give everyone more of a say in how things are done in their 

community and about how their services work.  



- Make sure a political party cannot be given a donation of more 

than £10000.  

- Let people vote in elections when they are 16 years old.  

- Make sure that people are elected to be in the House of 

Lords. 

11 Britain in the world 

We want Britain to try to make the world a better place for 

everyone. We want Britain to stay as part of the European 

Union (EU) so we can have a stronger economy and protect 

jobs. 

In the next five years, we will: 

-  Work more on the things the EU is good at, for example, 

creating jobs, helping the environment and fighting crime. 

- Make sure immigrants from the EU come to work or study and 

not to claim benefits.  

- Support the army, navy and air force by looking at what they 

need. 

- Campaign to end Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) across the 

world.  

- Reduce the British nuclear weapons programme.  

- Have harder rules when selling weapons. 

If you have any questions about these policies or this 

manifesto, please feel free to contact help@libdems.org.uk or 

02070220988. 

[Published and promoted by Richard Thomas on behalf of the 

Welsh Liberal Democrats, all at 38 The Parade, Cardiff, CF24 

3AD.] 
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