
The Rt. Hon. Sajid Javid MP 

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 

Department of Health and Social Care 

39 Victoria Street 

London 

SW1H 0EU 

November 2021 

 

 

Dear Sajid Javid 

 

Redevelopment of Watford General Hospital 

 

We are writing as local leaders in West Hertfordshire to call on the Government to commit to the 

redevelopment of Watford General Hospital and deliver the funding necessary for this. 

 

Local councils and MPs have worked hard with West Herts Hospitals NHS Trust to support plans for 

new facilities at Watford General Hospital, along with its sister sites in Hemel Hempstead and St 

Albans. Independent site feasibility studies have shown that the proposals put forward by the Trust 

are the best and quickest route to deliver the hospital facilities local patients and our hardworking 

NHS staff deserve. 

 

As we are sure you are aware, the Trust is a ‘pathfinder’ in the New Hospital Programme and has 

been promised the money from the Government to deliver its plans within a tight timeframe. But we 

understand that progress at a national level has stalled and that there is uncertainty about whether 

the funding will be made available to deliver the improvements that are urgently needed.  

 

For many years the Trust has worked on detailed plans, engaging with residents and local 

authorities. Quite rightly, there is now an expectation across West Hertfordshire that new and much 

improved hospital facilities are coming their way.  

 

It is also worth noting that the delay has two very negative results; firstly, it breathes new life into 

the campaign for an alternative plan; and secondly, it is demoralising for staff who have worked so 

hard over recent months to deliver the very best care for patients from an estate that is, frankly, not 

fit for purpose on any level.  

 

What we really need right now is some hope. We can offer our support but in return – and on behalf 

of the people we serve in West Hertfordshire – we seek your assurance that funding will be agreed 

and allocated and decisions will be made so the Trust can get on and deliver the much needed new 

hospital facilities that our residents have been promised. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Peter Taylor, Elected Mayor of Watford 

Sarah Nelmes, Leader of Three Rivers Council 

Chris White, Leader of St Albans City & District Council 

Daisy Cooper MP, Member of Parliament for St Albans 

Dean Russell MP, Member of Parliament for Watford 


