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Dear Resident

It is a privilege to serve as Watford’s Mayor and I am asking for your support at this year’s local 

elections so my team and I can continue working for you and get the best for our town.

It’s important that Watford continues to be a good place to live and work in and to visit.  That 

means making sure we have a thriving local economy, a high quality environment and efficient 

public services.

As Mayor I have worked not only to make sure that the borough council gives you value for 

money, but also to speak up for Watford and make sure the town gets a fair deal from the 

government, county council and other bodies.

This often means working in partnership.  Co-operation between the council and police has 

been effective in cutting crime and antisocial behaviour in the town.  Partnership with West 

Herts Hospital Trust has ensured that Watford was chosen as the main hospital for West Herts.   

The Health Campus project will not only deliver new jobs and homes through regeneration of 

derelict land, but also the prospect of new hospital facilities when the Trust completes its clinical 

strategy – which we are expecting very soon. 

When I was first elected, the legacy of the previous Labour administration in Watford was 

described as one of the worst performing district councils in the country.  I am proud of the 

improvements that the Liberal Democrat team have delivered since then. 

Services such as refuse collection, street cleaning and planning have been transformed.  We 

introduced weekly recycling, with most recyclables now collected weekly. We have built two 

new leisure centres, on time and within budget; many parks and open spaces have been 

improved. 

All this while coping with continuing cuts in government funding and not increasing council tax 

since 2009.

The Labour opposition group has offered no positive proposals for improving the council or town.  

They continue to be in denial about what went wrong when they ran the council and would move 

Watford back not forward.

Please support me and my team by using all of your votes for the Liberal Democrats on May 5th. 

Best wishes,

KEEPING OUR TOWN MOVING FORWARD



2. More green spaces

We believe that having high 
quality parks and public spaces for 

everyone to enjoy are vital for a 
heavily built-up town like ours. 

We will:

- Protect Watford’s green spaces through the planning system

- Continue the programme of parks and playgrounds 
improvements

- Complete the £6.6m Cassiobury Park improvement project: 
refurbishing the paddling pools, improving the Cha Cha Cha 
café, restoring the bandstand and bringing it back to the park.

-Increase the number of ‘green flags’ for Watford’s parks

- Further enhance green corridors and create new public open 
spaces for all to enjoy

- Encourage the creation of more ‘Friends’ groups to act as 
local park champions

- Invest in improvement of Watford’s allotment sites

1. A healthy local economy

We want Watford to remain a 
successful town, to not just survive 

but thrive, with jobs secured for 
the long term.

We will:

- Continue work to attract and retain businesses  in the town

- Push forward on the major projects that will deliver 
significant jobs boosts in the long term, e.g. Health Campus, 
Metropolitan Line Extension, Business Park & Watford 
Junction

- Ensure a high quality public realm across the town so that it 
attracts new businesses & customers

- Encourage the creation of and work with traders 
associations as a voice for businesses

- Push for better public transport links and work to tackle 
issues such as traffic congestion and parking

- Establish town centre Wi-Fi to help businesses and visitors

- Encourage the use of local businesses in council contracts 
and encourage other businesses to do likewise

- Look out for opportunities to support secondary shopping 
centres eg St Albans Road and Queens Road

3. Quality local environment

We know Watford isn’t a famous 
heritage town but it is attractive 
and has character we are proud 

of, which we will keep preserving.

We will:

- Protect the character of neighbourhoods and oppose 
insensitive development

- Protect green belt within Watford boundaries and continue 
to direct development to brownfield sites

- Using our planning policies, resist wherever possible 
unsuitable flat conversions and back garden developments

- Tough enforcement  of environmental crimes

- Only implement parking controls where residents want them

- Protect heritages sites and historical local structures

Keeping our town moving forward:
Liberal Democrat priorities 2016



Lib Dem priorities for 2016 onwards

6. A value for Money Council

We believe the council must 
provide efficient, value for money 

services to local residents

- Keep council tax rises to a minimum 

- Continue to seek new ways of saving money 

- Continue to provide high quality, affordable leisure services  

- Improve access to council facilities and transactions online 
through the council’s new website

- Continue to be tough on benefit fraud

- Continue to apply for all possible external grants or funds to 
supplement council money

5. A family friendly town centre

We want Watford town centre to 
be  the destination of choice for 

ALL residents  - to shop, eat, drink 
and socialise,  day and night.

We will:

- Continue to support the intu extension project which will 
bring an IMAX cinema and restaurants to Charter Place

- Ensure a top quality events programme, with broad appeal,  
is delivered in the new look Parade area events spaces

- Support New Watford Market and work with traders to 
make improvements

- Encourage new retailers and restaurants to open on The 
Parade, through work with the Town Centre Partnership

- Continue to prioritise town centre street cleaning and 
educate and enforce against those that drop litter 

- Encourage restaurants and bars to apply for pavement 
licences to create a more café culture feel to The Parade area

- Work with the police and other agencies to continue the 
reduction in crime and antisocial behaviour

4.  High standard of local services

We promise to deliver quality 
council services to residents and will 

champion Watford’s needs with 
other service providers.

We will:

-Maintain a high standard in key council services eg street 
cleaning and refuse collection

- Support our hospital, and continue to ensure they have the 
land available to improve hospital facilities once their 
funding is in place

- Continue to give land and assistance to the County Council 
to sort out the mess they have created in failing to provide 
sufficient primary school places

- Work with Watford Community Housing Trust and other 
housing providers to create new affordable homes

- Encourage the provision of new local infrastructure

- Put more taxi ranks in the town centre and complete the 
upgrade all of the council owned car parks

- Continue to support the CAB and the voluntary sector



Dorothy and the Lib Dems 
deliver on their promises

Keep council tax rises 
below the rate of inflation

The Lib Dems have frozen the level of 
council tax charged by the borough 
council four years running, with a 
reduction the year before that.

Keep improving our parks and 
open spaces

The Lib Dems have continued to invest in a 
programme of parks and playground 
improvements across Watford. Highlights 
include:

• Retaining Green Flags at Cassiobury Park, 
Woodside and Cheslyn House and gaining 3 
more Green Flag awards.

• New multi-use games areas at Radlett Road, 
King George V & Callowland Rec, plus Sports 
Legacy Zone in Meriden Park.

• Playground refurbs including Woodside, 
Callowland Rec, Leavesden Green, Chater
infants, St Johns Road, Stamford Road, North 
Watford playing fields, Harwoods Road, 
Knutsford playing fields, Waterfields Recreation 
ground, Oxhey Park.

• Resurfacing Grand Union canal towpath & 
restoring Lady Capel bridge. 

• Successful 1st stage bid for £6.6m 
improvements to Cassiobury Park.

• Launching green gym in partnership with 
BTCV and Intu in Colne River Park, as well as the 
trim trail.

• New toilets at Cherry Tree allotments.

Colne River Park trim trail

Harwoods Road playground

Cheslyn Gardens



Continue tackling crime 
and antisocial behaviour

Dorothy has made working closely with 
the police a top priority for Watford 
council.  

- All crime in Watford is down by 16%.   

- 25% drop in anti-social behaviour over 
last year, which is the 5th successive year 
of a drop. 

- Town centre now has prestigious  Purple 
Flag for how it is managed at night.

Increasing recycling

Our decision to partner with Veolia has led 
to a £500 million pound saving in costs, 
while improving the service:

- Weekly collection of most recyclables as 
well as residual waste.

- 3 recycling boxes replaced with 1 bin.

- Significant increase in recycling rates. 

- Extra 867 tonnes of recycling collected in 
November ‘13 compared to November ’12. 

- Contract staff paid the living wage.

Help residents cut costs on 
home insulation

We’ve helped residents homes to become 
more energy efficient, taking advantage of 
available government funding:

- Free loft and cavity wall insulation to 
Watford residents.

- New boilers, solid wall insulation and 
solar panels provided through HEEP 
scheme.

- ‘Building Futures’ Award for externally 
insulating over 100 homes on the 
Boundary Way estate in Woodside.



Improve the town centre

The Lib Dems have always been ambitious 
for our town centre – ensuring it is family 
friendly during the day and early evening 
and remains a thriving retail destination is  at 
the heart of what we have been doing:

- Parade improvements have transformed 
the High St preventing it from becoming run 
down and unappealing to new businesses.

- Work has started on the intu extension at 
Charter Place, bringing a town centre IMAX 
cinema, as well as different retailers and 
wider restaurant choice.

- A new 21st century market with direct 
access from the High Street has opened.

The Parade (before)

The Parade (after)

More & better cultural 
events in the town centre

Quality events have increased footfall in the 
town and kept our town centre economy 
thriving.  The Big Events have been a huge 
success, bringing people to the top of the 
town to enjoy  our new space on the Parade. 
This summer we will host our 5th Imagine 
Watford festival, and we have held our first 
Big Word Festival this spring. 

Ensure Colosseum offers 
wide range of performances

Our investment in Watford Colosseum has 
turned it into a world class entertainment 
venue.

- Two-storey glass front, side extension, new 
box office, café and restaurant.

-- HQ Theatres appointed to deliver a 
programme of top comedy, rock, pop, stage 
shows and classical musical. Calendar Girls at The Colosseum



More business support & strengthen Watford’s 
economic prospects

Dorothy and the Lib Dems believe the council must play an active role in 
attracting investment and promoting prosperity,  thus safeguarding jobs:

- Investment in major longer term projects e.g. Charter Place, Health Campus, 
Metropolitan Line Extension, Watford Business Park, Ascot Road

- Creation of Big Business Connect, a forum for top 30 companies that get 
together to express views and lobby the council on removing barriers to growth

- Funded roles in the Chamber of Commerce to support the creation of its 
successful Business Growth Forum and Sector Networks

- Formation of Town Centre Partnership, and a successful BID.

- Funding provided for Wenta’s small business unit, MyIncubator

Progress Health Campus

Dorothy works closely with West Herts 
Hospitals Trust, helping to secure long term 
improvements to Watford hospital, 
significant job opportunities, more green 
spaces and much-needed new homes, with 
supporting local infrastructure 

- Masterplan now submitted 

- £13 million government funding secured

- 77% of respondents backed Health 
Campus vision during recent consultation

Protect neighbourhoods 
and green spaces 

We fight to preserve the best of the town’s 
heritage and  ensure Watford’s housing 
need is met through proper planning rather 
than infill or on green belt

- New council planning policy directs 
development to brownfield / derelict land

- Restoration of historic buildings or 
structures e.g. St Mary’s tombs

- 2nd stage Lottery Fund bid for £6.6million 
to restore Cassiobury Park’s heritage

- 10 conservation areas in Watford



A stark reminder

Under Labour, Watford Council… Since Dorothy and the Lib Dems 
took control…

was unable to produce accurate 
accounts and the auditors refused to 
sign them off

was described by government 
inspectors as one of the worst 
performing district councils in the 
country

was named and shamed even by the 
then Labour government for poor 
performance in key services such as 
planning and recycling

put up council tax by a massive 10% in 
their last year in power

adopted a licensing policy that turned 
the top of the town centre into a 
Mecca for late night drinking 

money was wasted on projects such as 
Watford Springs that failed and cost 
taxpayers dear

external auditors have praised the 
council’s financial management

official inspectors praised Watford’s 
improvement, calling it a ‘Good’ 
council & DCLG named it most 
efficient district council in country in 
2009

Watford now has weekly recycling 
collections and improved street 
cleaning

Watford council’s planning 
department is one of the best 
performing in the country

council tax has not increased since 
2008, and before that rises were 
consistently kept below inflation

the licensing policy has been 
changed so the top of the town is 
becoming more family friendly 

money spent wisely on successful 
projects such as leisure centres & 
Colosseum delivered on time & on 
budget

When Dorothy was first elected, she inherited a disastrous legacy from the 
previous Labour administration at the Town Hall.  Dorothy and the Liberal 
Democrat team began by sorting out the management of the council to focus on 
quality services and value for money.

And don’t forget…
Labour haven’t learned any lessons from their disastrous period in charge. Labour 
in the Town Hall have the same group of leaders then as now!

Their former council leader still pulls the strings and even watches their 
performances from the public gallery. 

Don’t let them take our town backwards!


