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Our communities

“My proudest moment was the 
opening of the new play area in 
Flookburgh.  It’s been amazing 
working with the local community 
to get it these last 13 years.”

Cllr Gill Gardner

“After years of accidents at 
the Greenodd junction, it’s still 
heartwarming when you drive 
around the new roundabout, which 
has made the A590 so much safer.”

Cllr Janet Willis

“One of the things I’m most proud 
of is working to get Broadgate 
Orchard affordable houses built in 
Grasmere.  It took 6 years, but I’m 
delighted with the outcome.”

Cllr Vivienne Rees

“I was delighted that during my 
year as Kendal’s mayor, over 800 
more residents joined the organ 
donor register, making Kendal the 
first Organ Donor Town in the UK.”

Cllr Chris Hogg

We’re proud of what we have 
achieved over the last twelve years 
and we have big plans for the 
future of South Lakeland. 

People are at the heart of this 
manifesto – from the families who 
have affordable roofs over their heads 
thanks to our affordable housing policy, 
to the grandmother who can receive 
hospital treatment close to home 
thanks to our health campaigns. 

Local councils face massive cuts from the Conservative 
Government.  But in dealing with these cuts, we will not 
lose sight of our commitments to you, our residents. 

We promise to make a positive difference to the lives of 
people in South Lakeland. 

No empty promises, no waffle and certainly no campaign 
jargon.  This manifesto will show what we’ve achieved, 
where we are now, and what our plans are for the future.

CLLR GILES ARCHIBALD
LEADER OF THE 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
IN SOUTH LAKELAND



When we took over the running of 
South Lakeland council, we changed 
the rules so that at least a third of 
all new houses in the district had to 
be affordable.

Since 2014, we have got built over 
350 affordable homes for rent across 
South Lakeland.  That’s more than 
one local person a week who can 
now afford to live and work in the 
area they grew up in.

The UK’s ageing population means 
that the number of over 85’s is 
expected to more than double in 
the next 25 years. 

Sadly not all of us will see out our 
retirement in good health so we 
need to act now to make sure we can 
provide people in South Lakeland 
with the highest standard of care 
should they need it.  That’s why 
we’ve developed a new policy, which 
will address the housing needs of 
older people in the district.

Housing

A ROOF OVER OUR HEADS 

HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY

What next?
We want to see this more than 

doubled within the next decade. 
From 2014 to 2025, we will have 

helped build 1,000 new affordable 
homes to rent across the district. 

In that time, we will also commit to 
getting built 750 affordable houses 

for local people to buy.

What next?
We will work with Cumbria 

County Council to get at least 
300 extra care units built in our 

area by 2025.

With growing pressure on local 
housing, we’ve worked hard to 
tackle the number of empty homes 
and second homes. 

We abolished the discount previously 
given on council tax for second 
homes, and spent the extra money 
on providing more affordable 
housing for local people.  We’ve also 
introduced grants to help get empty 
homes back on the market.

EMPTY HOMES AND SECOND HOMES

What next?
We will reduce the number of 
empty homes by 20% by 2025.

We will campaign for more 
controls on the number of 
second homes in our area 

so that local residents aren’t 
priced out of the housing 

market.

OVERSANDS VIEW IS A NEW AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN GRANGE



We have fought hard to save vital 
local health services and have 
recently won a campaign for seven-
days-a-week mental health care for 
young people in South Lakeland.

Liberal Democrats have been at 
the forefront of campaigns and 
demonstrations to save vital services 
at Westmorland General.

The South Lakeland economy is 
in a healthy state but we cannot 
and should not distance ourselves 
from national trends such as the 
increasing use of food banks. 

We’re committed to doing as 
much as we can to help the most 
vulnerable in our society.  Just a small 
change in circumstances could have 
a massive impact on the poorest 
people in our area.  That’s why we 
helped over 5,000 local residents 
last year by reducing the amount of 
council tax they need to pay. 

Health & wellbeing

PROTECTING THE MOST VULNERABLE IN SOCIETY

TACKLING POVERTY HEAD ON 

What next?
We will keep fighting for our most 

vulnerable residents, whether that’s 
improving mental health provision 
or bringing new services such as a 
radiotherapy unit to Westmorland 

General Hospital.

What next?
Working with Tim Farron MP 
we’ll press the Government 

to end the freeze on benefits, 
to end sanctioning people for 
trivial reasons and to make 

benefits for under-25s equal to 
those for over-25s.

We’ll also work with other 
authorities in the area to tackle 
poverty across the South Lakes.

Many disabled people come on 
holiday to the Lake District, but find 
public toilets and other facilities 
aren’t up to scratch. 

That’s why we’ve set up a £50,000 
fund to pay for new ‘changing places’ 
toilets in the South Lakes.  Changing 
Places is a national organisation 
which is campaigning for better 
facilities for people who cannot use 
standard accessible toilets. 

BETTER ACCESS FOR DISABLED PEOPLE

What next?
We will get three new ‘changing 
places’ toilets opened in South 

Lakeland.

TIM FARRON AND THE LIB DEMS ARE WELL KNOWN FOR 
CAMPAIGNING FOR SERVICES AT THE WESTMORLAND GENERAL



We’ve become the fastest growing 
economy in Cumbria – and have 
overtaken the cities of Carlisle and 
Lancaster.  

Our focus has been on helping 
improve the local economy with new 
business initiatives like Mintworks 
in Kendal.  We’ve also supported 
new businesses moving into the 
area, which is crucial for continued 
economic growth.

We have helped to create an 
additional 408 higher-paid jobs in 
South Lakeland since 2014.

That means there has been a 6% 
increase in the number of local 
workers employed in higher-paid 
jobs since 2014.  In addition, thanks 
to the growing economy, from 2011 
to 2016 over 4,000 jobs of all kinds 
were created in the South Lakes.

Economy

WE’RE GROWING FASTER THAN THE REST

BETTER WELL-PAID JOBS FOR LOCAL PEOPLE

What next?
We want to open a ‘Mintworks 2’  to 
help more new businesses succeed 

and will continue to drive more 
investment into the South Lakeland 
economy to keep wages increasing.

What next?
We will help to create 1,000 higher 

paid, good quality jobs by 2025. 
In addition, we will pay all council 
staff the ‘real living wage’ by the 

end of 2019.

Our world-class landscape is now a 
World Heritage Site and we won’t 
accept anything less than world-
class facilities and environment. 

We have spent £600,000 on our 
parks and playgrounds, improved 
bike routes and footpaths and 
supported key festivals and events 
like Kendal Mountain Film Festival 
and the Tour of Britain cycle race.

NOTHING LESS THAN WORLD-CLASS

What next?
Thanks to a great combined effort 

we secured Heritage Lottery funding 
to improve Abbot Hall Museum, 

Dove Cottage and the Wordsworth 
Museum, and the Windermere jetty.

We’ll work with communities to 
improve play areas and develop 
better cycle and walking routes.

THE LIB DEM-RUN COUNCIL HAS BROUGHT THE TOUR OF 
BRITAIN TO THE SOUTH LAKES THREE TIMES



Thanks to the Blue Planet series, 
we’ve all seen the devastating 
damage plastic is causing in our 
oceans. 

As Sir David Attenborough said: “The 
future of all life depends on us”.  We 
have installed a water dispenser in 
South Lakeland House for everyone 
to refill water bottles to cut down the 
number of single-use plastic bottles 
in circulation.

We introduced the first kerbside 
collection of plastic and cardboard 
in South Lakeland back in 2012, and 
have now extended that across the 
whole district.

We now don’t send any waste to 
landfill, but instead we get a firm in 
Barrow to make fuel pellets from it.

Environment

REDUCING PLASTIC WASTE

IMPROVED RECYCLING AT THE DOORSTEP

What next?
We will provide more water 

refill stations at every council-
owned public building and will 
phase out the council’s use of 

all single-use plastic products by 
the end of 2018.  We’ll also work 

with local businesses to get 
them to follow our lead.

What next?
We want to extend the range of 
items collected at the kerbside 

to include food waste, and keep 
reducing the amount of residual 

waste we produce.

We have successfully worked with 
the community in Staveley on a 
‘Waste Less’ project to reduce the 
amount of waste produced in the 
village and increase recycling and 
repair initiatives.

We have established a ‘Green Team’ 
to suggest changes the council can 
make to reduce greenhouse gases 
and plastic use.  The Team will also 
work to help local businesses with 
their green practices.

COMMUNITY LED INITIATIVES

What next?
We will run more community waste 
reduction initiatives in other parts 

of the district.

We will get another 2,000 trees 
planted across the South Lakes 

– replacing every tree we remove 
with at least two new ones.

WE’VE IMPROVED ACCESS TO PLASTIC RECYCLING, AND WILL 
PHASE OUT THE COUNCIL’S USE OF ‘SINGLE-USE’ PLASTIC
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• We’ve kept costs down so 
average district council tax is 
less than £4 a week

• We’ve got over 1,000 
affordable homes built since 
2006

• We hit our target of 
expanding kerbside recycling 
to the whole district

• We’ve planted 2,400 more 
trees 

• We spent more than half a 
million pounds on our parks, 
playgrounds and public 
spaces

• We recycle the equivalent of 
32 million plastic bottles each 
year

• We don’t send any household 
waste to landfill

• We support around 20 
community projects each year 

• We run a handyperson 
scheme to support those in 
need

• We installed solar panels at 
South Lakeland House

• 650 more affordable houses 
for rent by 2025

• 700 more higher-paid, good 
quality jobs by 2025

• 300 extra care units for older 
people

• We’ll get at least another 2,000 
trees planted

• We’ll make £6m available for 
affordable housing 

• 24/7 access to council services 
for all residents

• We will actively explore 
introducing food waste 
collections from households

• We’ll commit to fund more 
community projects through 
our grants programme

• Increase car parking capacity 
across the district by 10% 

• Become a single-use plastic 
free council 

• Expand the handyman 
scheme to help another 200 
people a year

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE


