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INTRODUCTION 

Liberal Democrat led South Somerset District Council (SSDC) has sustained a 70 per cent reduction in its 

Government grant funding since 2010 and further reductions are likely in the future: whilst demand for 

and costs of many services continues to rise. 

However, in stark contrast to the Conservative county administration in Somerset, the Liberal Democrats 

on South Somerset District Council have steadily built a sound economic base with no cuts in services. 

The Lib Dems have consistently been innovative and caring in support of business, communities and 

individuals: providing great facilities for leisure, and ensuring a sound approach to planning 

development. 

The Lib Dems on SSDC can justifiably claim to be Competent, Caring and Creative. 

From this solid base, the Lib Dems now offer a radical and exciting programme for the next four years, 

set out in the following sections: 

• Sound economic management 

• Regeneration of town centres 

• Proactively supporting business 

• Environment - a new radical programme 

• Sustainable housing and planning 

• Healthy self-reliant communities with great facilities 

• Helping those in need 

• Local priorities 

In each case, we have set out our record of action and our promise of more. 

With sound financial planning, the Lib Dem leadership has ensured that all the pledges in this manifesto 

are affordable - see the Budget and Council Plan put forward and approved at the Council meeting of 

26th February 2019. 

However, it is acknowledged that we live in very uncertain times, and that our aspirations may be 

tempered in the undesirable event of a hard Brexit. 
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Sound economic management 

Our record of action 

• We have set balanced budgets for 35 years 

• We have kept Council Tax rises to a fair level compared to other Councils (see chart) and in doing 

so provided the range of services our residents need  

• We have absorbed £6m of annual cuts to government grant without any cuts to services, by 

o Transforming the way that services are delivered to customers, making the best use of 

the latest technology and always going the extra mile 

o Adopting a successful commercial strategy to invest in environmental, property and 

other profitable investments with a focus on benefitting the environment and the public 

purse. 

Our promise of more 

• We will complete and realise the full benefits of the streamlining and updating of the delivery of 

the Council’s services 

• We pledge to maintain our sound and competent financial record  

o Balanced budgets 

o No cuts to service delivery 

• We will make further successful and profitable investments to ensure that  

o Services are maintained 

o Investment is available for town centres and communities 

• We will proactively develop tourism  

• Further improvements to our Country Parks and walks such as the River Parrett Trail for the 

Healthy enjoyment of all residents and visitors including those of the 70,000 per annum who 

access our Visitor Information service. 
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Regeneration of town centres 

Our record of action 

By careful budgeting and modernising service delivery, our administration has set aside £5.5m for 

investment in: 

• Transforming Yeovil town centre 

• Delivering the Chard regeneration project 

• Initiating the Wincanton town centre action plan 

• Improving our market towns as resource permits. 

 

Our promise of more 

Our objectives in the town centre regeneration programmes:  

• Challenging the national decline in town centre viability 

• Creating vibrant and attractive town centres  

• Accelerating the delivery of key housing sites and associated infrastructure 

• Attracting businesses and shoppers, to build local prosperity 

• Working with the Market Towns Investment Group. 

In Yeovil, working with partners, retailers, residents and developers, we will: 

• Improve the quality of public and green spaces 

• Strengthen and support retail  

• Encourage good access to the town, making it convenient and attractive to move through 

• Increase the quantity and quality of residential development in the town centre 

• Support the hospital and college's objectives for innovation and development 

• Celebrate the town's heritage, art and cultural offer 

• Encourage people to spend more time in the centre throughout day and evening 

• Increase the number and diversity of employment opportunities. 

In Chard, we will invest to redevelop the Boden Mill and ACI factory site.  We will: 

• Build a brand-new leisure centre with a five-lane swimming pool and learner pool, a gym with 

exercise studios, a soft play area with a party room and a café to open in Spring 2021 

• Provide a culture hub with the library and taster museum in existing listed buildings  

• Turn Boden Mill into residential apartments with retail and commercial use on the lower floor 

• Make the area around the new leisure centre attractive and accessible from all directions, with 

space for parking, social gatherings, public art, a market and community events. 

We will finalise and implement a town centre plan for Wincanton with full consultation with residents. 

We will work to meet the varied needs of our other Market Towns, their economy and their residents 

through the Market Towns Investment Group. 
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Proactively supporting business 
Our record of action 

• Under Lib Dem leadership, SSDC has provided leadership and support to businesses large and 

small, setting up the successful Yeovil Innovation Centre and its recent Phase 2, helping 

businesses establish and grow in a highly supportive environment. 

• We have won major investment bids from the Local Enterprise Partnership. 

• We are fully supporting the creation of iAero, a purpose built High Tech start up facility serving 

our growing Aerospace and associated industries. 

• We have completed a far-reaching Economic Development Strategy and a budget of £200,000 to 

deliver the strategy for the next two years has been set aside. 

• We have launched a sponsorship for young employees to attain an HNC(D) in business skills. 

 

Our promise of more 

Now that the Economic Development Strategy and its funding are agreed, we will: 

• Help all businesses improve productivity, bidding for regional and national productivity funds 

• Continue to promote and safeguard traditional rural businesses, such as agriculture, tourism 

and the food and drink industry, using new technology and artificial intelligence 

• Identify 100 businesses in key sectors such as Aerospace and Defence, offer support and identify 

growth opportunities  

• Grow tourism and target inward investment 

• Find ways to bring superfast broadband to ‘not-spots’ in the district 

• Support apprenticeships, and extend the HNC/HND business training partnership with Yeovil 

College 

• Support Leonardo Helicopters, the UK’s only helicopter manufacturing facility and the supply 

chain companies in its orbit.  (We will do everything possible to maintain a development and 

production facility and actively lobby government to prevent the purchase “off-the-shelf” 

helicopters from overseas manufacturers to meet the UKs needs) 

• Engage with developers to create employment sites 

• Pilot general purpose starter units (including light manufacturing) near market towns, for local 

jobs. 
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Environment 

We have a radical programme to reduce South Somerset’s carbon footprint and lead by example 

Our record of action 

• We have installed solar PV generation to provide green energy to all Council buildings where 

practicable. 

• We have invested and developed a very large scale and profitable battery storage facility near 

Taunton to balance demand peaks on the National Grid and thereby reduce the need for the 

generation of electricity from fossil fuels. 

• We are rolling out high speed electric car charging points initially in Ilchester, Wincanton and 

Ilminster car parks. 

• We are Increasing recycling through the ‘Recycle More’ project which has been consulted on and 

trialled. 

• We have trialled infrared surveys on homes to establish where insulation needs to be improved. 

• We have been a leading Authority in the creation of the Somerset Rivers Authority designed to 

prevent or mitigate the impact of flooding across our District, especially the Somerset Levels and 

Moors following the floods of 2014. 

• We have been at the forefront, with our partners, of delivering major flood protection measures 

to eliminate flooding to homes and businesses in many localities such as Muchelney. 

 

Our promise of more 

We will launch one of the most radical green programmes for any Local Authority: 

• We will continue to invest in profitable green technology projects. 

• Subject to a final business case, we will replace the current ‘Street Scene’ vehicles with electric 

vehicles: current estimate is that the extra purchase price will be recovered from fuel savings in 6 

years. 

• We will install a further 31 car charging points in car parks across our market towns, for the use 

of the public and to support our municipal fleet of electric vans. 

• We will tackle the increasing levels of air pollution in our towns and villages and near major 

roads by encouraging electric vehicles and facilitating the government’s policy of eliminating 

diesel and petrol cars by 2040: poor air quality is damaging our children’s lungs, and asthma is 

increasing in all age groups but particularly affects the elderly & the young. 

• We will develop partnerships with housebuilders and industry specialists, to introduce green 

technology in new homes, such as solar panels with battery storage, and air or ground source 

heat pumps. 

• We will aim to make our buildings carbon neutral. 
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Sustainable housing and planning 

Our record of action 

• The leadership of South Somerset District Council has achieved an adopted Local Plan that 

meets national obligations with consultation at every step. 

• We have worked with housebuilders to meet government targets for housebuilding within a 

planning framework that offers them a presumption of approval. 

• Local Councillors have an enviable record of consultation with residents to ensure that the 

residential developments are appropriate, and they have fought to demand the necessary 

infrastructure, one example being the insistence for the new Kingfisher school and community 

facilities at Agusta Park to the west of Yeovil. 

• Residents benefitted from seeing an increase in the number of affordable homes built in South 

Somerset and in recent years we have outperformed most District Councils in the south west for 

delivering affordable housing. 

• Through our programme the number of families housed has corresponded to a marked 

reduction in those in priority need for Housing in our area. 

 

 

Our promise of more 

• We will strive to find the best balance between central government targets and agreeing 

appropriate housing solutions with developers. 

• We will demand the appropriate infrastructure is in place in terms of transport infrastructure 

and local facilities, with full consultation. 

• We will maximise the number of affordable homes to meet demand, including those in rural 

areas. 

• We will redouble our efforts to unlock stalled development sites such as the Crewkerne key site 

to ensure housing is delivered where it is needed. 

• We will work with the development industry to insist on achieving higher standards of housing 

design, quality and internal layout for our future homes. 

• We will support communities to develop and implement Community Land Trusts. 
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Healthy self-reliant communities 
Our record of action 

Under the Lib Dem leadership, South Somerset has one of the most vibrant leisure offerings anywhere 

in the country. Here are just some examples: 

• We support communities in building and updating their community facilities  

o We have supported Yeovil Town Council’s ‘South West in Bloom’ with gold awards won 

again and again. 

o We have recently made major capital investments, for example to Tintinhull for their new 

village hall (open) and to Westfield in Yeovil for their new community centre (started 

construction). 

• We have cared for and sustained the Country Parks of Yeovil and Ham Hill, and the Chard 

Reservoir, who have dedicated rangers and an enthusiastic team of volunteers 

o Recently SSDC has purchased 73 acres to the South West of the Roman Hill fort, which 

will allow more proactive improvements: this was supported by £235,000 from the 

National Heritage Memorial Fund, and funds from the Friends of Ham Hill. 

• We own and run the amazing Octagon Theatre, which goes from strength to strength as a 

regional attraction 

o It enjoys one of the lowest subsidies in the country for a publicly owned theatre. 

o It attracted 29,000 visitors to the professional pantomime alone in 2018. 

• We rescued the Westlands Sports and Social Club from closure  

o We responded to a 6,000 strong petition with a well-thought out and robust business 

plan and a 30-year lease. 

o We invested over £2m in refurbishing it to a modern facility with high tech equipment. 

o We are restoring it to profitability. 

o We are putting on an amazing variety of events with many shows sold out. 

• We have worked with Ilminster Town Council to secure Nature reserve status for Herne Hill. 

• We support and offer a wide range of healthy living activities across the district. More families 

than ever before have taken part in our free Play Days programme - we've put on play events 

from Wincanton to Ilminster, giving thousands the opportunity to take part in a massive range of 

free activities. 

Our promise of more 

We have ambitious plans to improve what we do for communities and groups 

• A major bid will go to the Heritage Lottery Fund which will allow Ham Hill to become justly 

recognised as one of the country’s most significant Roman Hill Forts, with a history going back to 

the Bronze and iron Age: we will make big improvements to accessibility and much more made 

of the particular locations and views. 

• We will continue to support community facilities such as the Westfield Community Centre to help 

it become a warm and welcoming hub for the residents of Westfield in Yeovil . 

• We will deliver improvements to Somerton Recreation Field. 

• We will assess options for improving community transport and proactively move to support 

innovative solutions. 

• We will support and extend youth services following the cancellation of funding from Somerset 

County Council. 

• We will seek to work with the County Council to improve the River Parrett trail. 
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Helping those in need 

Our record of action 

The Lib Dem leadership has ensured over the last 35 years that we put ‘people before politics’.  

Our caring support of the needy is one of the best in the country, and we have proudly maintained this 

despite the 70% cut in government grants since 2010 

• We are the only Council in Somerset to have a specialist team to support elderly and 

vulnerable families when the welfare system fails them. 

• We work with and financially support Citizens Advice (South Somerset) to ensure a 

comprehensive debt and benefits advice service is available to those most in in need. 

o In 2018 Conservative controlled Somerset County Council shamefully cut 100% of its 

support to Citizens Advice: our Council stepped in with an emergency one-off 

payment of over £30,000 and is working with other Councils and agencies on a long-

term solution. 

• We provide a Careline pendant service to over 2,000 elderly and disabled residents, to help 

them remain safe at home. 

• We provide unparalleled services to care for the homeless and help rough sleepers. 

o We make provision for a direct-access hostel to ensure no-one needs to sleep rough 

on our streets. 

o We provide £160,000 a year to guarantee a 30 bed homeless hostel is available 

including emergency beds in cold weather. 

o We prevent over 200 people a year becoming homeless. 

o We provide temporary accommodation for between 30-40 people/families a month, 

but the use of costly Bed and Breakfast for homeless families has been eliminated, 

except in short term emergency situations. 

• We have integrated pro-active working with health providers to tackle obesity and diabetes. 

• We award £380,000 a year in grants to community and voluntary organisations across South 

Somerset. 

• We support “Yeovil4Families” to provide support to 75 vulnerable families and individuals 

each year. 

 

Our promise of more 

• We will do everything we can to maintain all the above support services for the next four 

years. 

• We have included ‘Support residents facing hardship’ in our Council Plan, ensuring that this 

gets funding and priority. 

• We will particularly work to reduce the impact of social isolation and create a feeling of 

community in more deprived areas. 

• We will work to keep our residents safe and help them to feel safe in their local area. 

• We will work to reduce the impact of social isolation and create a feeling of community. 

• We will work to support people in improving their own physical and mental health and 

wellbeing. 

• We will support and attempt to strengthen credit unions. 
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Local priorities 
Our record of action 

The Lib Dems at South Somerset made national headlines in the 1980’s when they set up area-based 

committees, so that planning applications, grants and community support could all be delivered by the 

local Councillor team and officers with local knowledge. This has also made liaison with Parish and Town 

Councils much more effective. 

This record has been proudly maintained ever since, and with the recent streamlining of service delivery 

(made essential by government cuts) this feature will be maintained. 

Every area of the District has benefitted from grants and officer support resulting from the Lib Dem 

insistence on LOCAL importance. 

 

Our promise of more 

For the first time, the Lib Dem led Council has had specific LOCAL priorities included in its forward plan. 

These priorities were actually generated by the local Councillors in the four areas in workshops and 

refined with them before the final plan was agreed. 

Because these priorities are in the Council Plan, resource and funding will be made available to deliver 

them. 

There are about 20 priorities for each of the four areas of the district, and reference can be made to the 

Council Plan for detail: however, some examples are given here 

• Area North (includes Somerton, Curry Rivel, Langport, Ham Hill) will: 

o Support a Community / Neighbourhood Plan for Curry Rivel 

o Encourage small and artisan businesses, bring forward suitable land for small 

business units. 

• Area East (includes Wincanton, Castle Cary, Henstridge, Milborne Port) will: 

o Support the completion of the Neighbourhood Plans in Queen Camel and Castle Cary 

o Work with the Balsam Centre in Wincanton to develop a local services hub. 

• Area South (Yeovil and neighbouring villages) will: 

o Support a new community centre for Wyndham Park in Yeovil 

o Replace the pool equipment in Goldenstones for a further 20 years life. 

• Area West (includes Ilminster, Chard and Crewkerne) will: 

o Improve pitch provision, particularly in Chard 

o Provide community transport links to Crewkerne station 

o Support the completion of a Neighbourhood Plan for Ilminster 

o Improve the visitor experience to Chard Reservoir and the Blackdown Hills AONB. 
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