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Text: Acts 2:42-47 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders 

and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all 

things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 

temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added 

to their number those who were being saved.  

Response in Song: “Spirit of the Living God” 

1   

A curious thing happens when this particular passage comes up in Bible studies. Most of 

us start making excuses.  

“Well, we do some of those things,” says one. In other words, our church has good 

teaching and learning, some meaningful fellowship, some breaking of bread that feeds the body 

and soul.  

“We do most of those things,” says another person, adding meaning we pray to deepen 

our journey toward unity with God. But liquidating all assets? Holding everything in common? 

Ooh, that’s one of those Bible extremes we don’t quite know what to do with.  

In one Bible study a church member drew attention to verse 43: “Awe came upon 

everyone….” “Still in the honeymoon phase!” she said. In the honeymoon phase it seems that the 

sky is the limit, that the universe is actually a loving place, that life actually contains more joy 

than trouble, and that it is possible for human beings to do selfless things like selling possessions 

and goods and distributing the proceeds to those in need.  

But we live in the real world.  

Some people don’t do their share. Others take on more than their share.  

Some followers of Jesus are exceptionally generous. Some rely on the kindness of 

strangers. Some struggle to find their own path to generosity.  

Some Christians practice forgiveness in all circumstances. Some carry grudges as though 

grudge-carrying were an Olympic sport at which they intend to compete. Most of us are between 

those extremes.  

We live in the real world. The world we live in has horrors that will make your soul 

weep, from the rampant destruction of God’s creation, to the sex trafficking of children, to the 

racism that infects just about every part of our common life in this country, to the encroachment 

of corporatism and the diminishment of civic community.  
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It is hard to be a follower of Jesus in the real world.  

But of course, our real world is exactly the world that Jesus was born into. The real 

world,  filled with competition for scarce goods, torn apart by sectarian rivalry, made desperate 

by income inequality, decimated by the brute use of power — our real world is exactly the world 

in which Jesus lived and taught a new way of being. It was in exactly such a world that the 

followers of Jesus “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers.” It was in our kind of a world that:  

All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell 

their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

Now you might think that the reality of human nature makes this description of the early 

church an impossible ideal.  

2    

Maybe it is impossible. If we try to get there logically, deliberately — it is impossible. 

After all, before the scripture recorded that “All who believed were together and had all things in 

common” (2:44) there was that “honeymoon” observation: “Awe came upon everyone, because 

many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles” (2:43). 

Awe comes first; after that, it becomes possible to do what seemed impossible before.  

So I will set your mind at ease. This morning I will not propose that we all sell off our 

possessions, pool our resources, and live together the way the early church did. You may breathe 

a sigh of relief. 

It would be a good way to live in community, mind you. But that’s not the kind of 

commitment can be imposed on a person. You only get there when you choose it, not when it is 

assigned. You only get there when the vision of a more just and caring life becomes such an 

inspiration that it is possible to let go of the things to which you are currently clinging for a sense 

of security and identity. You only get to such a choice by a great love. 

A couple of years ago our daughter sent an email with the subject line in all caps: “THIS 

POPE IS LOCO.” The craziness she was referring to was an extraordinary statement for a world 

leader. Pope Francis had said that: 

a more equal form of economic progress can be had through "the legitimate 

redistribution of economic benefits by the state, as well as indispensable cooperation 

between the private sector and civil society."  

… [H]e urged the U.N. to promote development goals that attack the root causes 

of poverty and hunger, protect the environment and ensure "dignified" labor for all. 

"Specifically, this involves challenging all forms of injustices and resisting the 

economy of exclusion, the throwaway culture and the culture of death which nowadays 

sadly risk becoming passively accepted," he said. 

(http://talkingpointsmemo.com/news/pope-demands-redistribution-of-wealth) 

Crazy, huh? But then again, he was basically reciting the Bible. Which in today’s world 

is a crazy book.  
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Stories like the one we have today, describing the first Christians as living in a kind of 

kibbutz or commune — they can set off fierce arguments about whether the Bible ultimately 

promotes socialism or communism or capitalism. But Jesus never endorsed any system. Not a 

political system, not an economic system, not even a religious system. Which means for Jesus’ 

followers, those systems are beside the point. They each have benefits, they each have profound 

flaws, and not one of them will make the world into the realm God would have it be.  

3   

Instead, Jesus promoted a new kind of relationship. A relationship of awe and devotion. 

That comes first, and generosity follows.  

Instead of debating a model of governance, we have the opportunity to practice care. 

Looking after the needs of others, sometimes even before we have finished tending to our own. 

Lifting up those who have been knocked down, even when that interrupts our careful plans. 

Bringing in those who have been left out, even when it’s messy or difficult. Choosing to act as 

though we are deeply pleased by the company of others, even the ones who get under our skin.  

We can even practice on a Sunday morning. What if first-time visitors to Church on the 

Hill saw in us such delight and appreciation for one another that they were awestruck? It’s 

possible.   

The Bible doesn’t prescribe an economic system, it is a story that describes what 

happened when people loved God so much they were moved, and they became part of a 

movement to live in a God-like way even though the world around was still brutal and violent 

and dangerous.  

The Bible doesn’t prescribe a political system, it’s a story that describes the excitement 

and fervor and hopefulness that belonged to the people who decided that they belonged to God 

first and to one another as well, and love was the single best organizing principle for human 

beings.  

The Bible doesn’t prescribe a religious system, either: for all the descriptions of the roles 

of priest and scribes and bishops what Jesus focused on more than anything was the story of 

God’s realm, God’s kin-dom, God’s gracious rule. Once in a while you and I might even have an 

“Aha!” moment when we see that the story of God’s realm is actually more real than the decay 

and sadness of the world around us, and today we can choose to live inside the reality of grace 

and abundance.  

4   

To practice giving care as the central calling in your life: that’s pure gospel. To practice 

nurturing those around you: that’s what Jesus did. To learn from the marginalized and tender and 

vulnerable members of society how to act with integrity and compassion: that’s the awesome 

story that Jesus lived by and taught us to follow.  

In case this is the first sermon you have ever heard — and just in case this is the last 

sermon you will ever hear — let me say it plain and clear: We are how the world around will 

know that the love of God is a real, true thing. Crazy like the Bible. Crazy like Church. Crazy 

like the Holy Spirit.  
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Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us; 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.  

Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us:  

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.  


