
Church on the Hill * Church Council Notes * May 17, 2017 

Present: Ellen Merritt-Moderator, Pastor John Nelson, Emily Wilson-Clerk, Amy Chin-

Diaconate/Collector, Barbara Sims-Trustees and Bob Gardiner-Outreach 

Ellen called the meeting to order asking Pastor John to lead us in prayer. We all offered 

concerns that were on our hearts and they were given to Christ in prayer led by Pastor John. 

Pastor John’s Report-  

He officiated at two memorial services this month: Katherine Stevens and Elsie Pope. 

Christian Education continues at Tuesday Breakfast with anywhere from 2-5 people in 

attendance. 

We will resume with Sermon Talk-back in June. 

Partnership Update- 

Our next meeting will be “Asset Mapping” on June 24t at 8:30 am in the Chapel. 

Pastor John will consult with Angela to prepare a press release to the Berkshire Eagle 

A copy of the Trustees Report submitted by Barbara Sims is attached to this report in the 

Church Office. 

In addition, the Trustees are requesting that Lenox DPW include repaving of our parking lot on 

their budget for the towns next fiscal year. 

They are looking into re-leveling the marble steps to the front double doors of the church. 

Columbia Film School for Students will be filming our church. Barbara is asking for a copy of 

their work.  

Diaconate Report (Amy Chin) 

Maundy Thursday, although there was a small attendance, was a very meaningful service. 

There were mixed feelings regarding new/different palms and the use of large video screen 

from the congregation. The Diaconate felt positive about the change. 

Music Sunday scheduled for June 16th. We are hoping to continue with Music Sunday regularly, 

if not monthly. The Loose plate offering for the first Sunday of the month goes to support of 

this endeavor. 

The placement of Pastor’s Greeting has been moved in an attempt to quiet the congregation in 

preparation of Worship. It seems to be working. 

We are working on plans for Pentecost. It will be exciting, come and see! 



Outreach (Bob Gardiner {He will get the written report to the Clerk as soon as it is 

approved.}) 

A copy of the Outreach report will be attached to this report in the Church Office. 

A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is attached to this report in the Church Office.  

Neither Leslie or Elaine were present at this meeting. 

Amy presented the Collector’s Report, showing that we are in a good position at this time. 

A copy of her report is attached to this report in the Church Office. 

New Business: 

The Clerk’s Notes from Council Meetings, as well as all committee reports will now be added as 

a link to our weekly E-Word as they are available. 

Robin received a request form a photo studio asking if we wish to have a new directory made. 

The consensus from all present was that we were not interested at this time.  

We were reminded to attend the Berkshire Association Annual meeting, May 21stat 3:00 PM at 

Sheffield congregational Church. There will be important discussion regarding the merging of 

the MA, CT, RI Conferences. 

The next meeting of the Church Council will be  

Wednesday, June 21st at 5:00 PM, at the Heritage Tavern 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emily Wilson, Clerk 


