
   

Health & Social Care Working Group  

The Liberal Democrats' aim is to build a fair, free and open society, and to succeed as a political party 

to enable to us to help achieve this. The party's strategy sets out that we will aim to gain support by 

communicating what we stand for based on restoring fairness as the basis for our society and politics, 

in which everyone plays a fair part and is treated fairly; people and communities increasingly 

controlling their own lives and the direction of our society and politics; our belief that a better future 

is possible, if we work together; and the need to heal the nation’s divides. 

The remit of this group is to develop policies in the area of health and care which communicate these 

values and will attract support for our objective of building a liberal society. 

The group will be expected to build on recent policy proposals as set out in the 2017 Election 

Manifesto and the report Health and Social Care: Delivering a Secure Funding Future published by the 

expert panel convened by Norman Lamb. The group is expected to consider and address Liberal 

Democrat principles on diversity and equalities in developing their proposals. 

We are deeply concerned that the health and social care system in England is facing an 

unprecedented crisis, with a mismatch between consistent underfunding and ever-increasing 

demand. At the same time there is a staffing shortage in health and care exacerbated by Brexit. We 

recognise that the challenges the health and care system faces can only be met by a combination of 

additional resources and reform.  

This group will: 

• Develop up to three headline policies for fairer and better health and care which the party 

can communicate widely to win votes. 

The group will particularly look at: 

• How people can access all types of health care much more quickly and more conveniently for 

modern lifestyles. 

• How the provision of good quality social care for all as they age can be guaranteed. 

• How to free up care and health professionals to do their jobs well, as part of a well-

functioning system 

• How to help everyone, and in particular those with long term health conditions, to manage 

their own health better to prevent the development of poor health. 

• How the party can continue to lead the debate in improving mental health. 

• How to improve public health, and make it easier for people to make healthy choices. 

The group will also consider: 

• How to minimize the potentially damaging effects of Brexit on health and care services. 



   
• How to achieve better integration of health and social care. 

• How NHS and care services can help give every child a good start in life before they start 

school. 

It will have regard to the cross-cutting issues of: 

• How to promote health equality and equitable access to services for different groups of 

people. 

• The use of data and the role of technology. 

• Democratic accountability and in particular the role of local authorities. 

• Evidence-based policy-making that makes best use of taxpayers’ money. 

The group will take evidence and consult widely from both within and outside the party. This evidence 

should inform the group’s proposals, which will be presented alongside an analysis of costs and an 

Equalities Impact Assessment. A policy paper of no longer than 10,000 words should be produced for 

debate at Autumn Conference 2019. Prior to that a consultative session should be held at Spring 

Conference 2019, and a draft policy paper should be presented to the Federal Policy Committee by 

June 2019. 

 


