
Federal Policy Committee 

Remit: 

The Federal Policy Committee is responsible for researching and developing policy and overseeing the Federal 
Party’s policy-making process. This includes producing policy papers for debate at conference, and drawing up (in 
consultation with the parliamentary party) the Federal election manifestos for Westminster and European 
elections. 

Members are expected to take part in policy working groups (which draw up policy papers, preceded by 
consultation papers) at some point during their terms of office, and to contribute fully to the policy-making process, 
including in engaging with party groups and on occasion external experts. Members will also have designated links 
to regional parties and to SAOs, and are expected to listen, talk and work with their link organisations. 

The Leader of the Party is the Chair of the Committee. FPC has three Vice Chairs, previously comprising one MP and 
two other members of the committee (this may be subject to change in the light of recent constitutional 
amendments). The Vice Chairs chair the FPC in the absence of the Leader, and play an active role in ensuring policy 
development and the effective running of the committee. 

Members time commitment: 

A minimum of 9 evening meetings (usually lasting at least 3 hours), plus time for reading papers; the meetings are 
not evenly spread throughout the year but are concentrated round deadlines for conference (to approve final 
versions of policy papers) and for election manifestos. A willingness to serve on at least one policy working group 
per term of office (several additional evening meetings over the course of a year). The evening meetings have dial-
in facilities. 

Essential Skills: 

Good communications skills. Experience communicating, researching or developing policy. A good grasp of previous 
and current Liberal Democrat policies, and their distinctiveness compared to the policies of other UK parties. 

Desirable Skills: 

Previous experience communicating or developing policy for the party in other organisations (e.g. at a regional 
conference, or in a party organisation such as Liberal Youth). 
Specific policy experience in an area of interest for the Party. 

Support: 

Reasonable travel expenses above £15 per meeting can be remunerated where necessary. Other specific support 
(e.g. towards childcare costs) can be provided on a case-by-case basis. 

The Membership of the Federal Policy Committee is as follows: 
Representatives / Ex Officio Directly Elected Members Non-Voting 

Party Leader or Deputy Leader 15 Elected Members Chair of the Federal Conference Committee 
Party President  1 Local Government Rep 
6 Parliamentarians   
1 Federal Communications & Elections 
Committee Rep 

  

2 Councillor Reps   
3 State Party Reps   

 

  


