
Host at Home Fundraising Events 
 
Host at Home events are a great way to raise funds for your campaign and to expand the pool of 
people you are asking to support you. 
 
In brief, the concept is for a supporter to host a dinner party either at their home or at another 
venue (e.g. a private dining room in a restaurant or hotel), the guests are asked to donate a fixed 
amount (e.g. £150 per person). everyone has a lovely evening and you have raised some cash for 
your campaign. 
 
The first thing to find is a suitable host. The minimum the host will provide is a table to seat 10-14 
guests. On top of that it is ideal if they also provide the food and drinks and invite some guests to 
pay to attend, thereby widening the pool of invitees. Don’t forget that one supporter could provide 
the table and another could provide the catering. Catering should be a full, high quality three/four-
course meal so that the guests feel that they have had quite a special evening. 
 
Decide in advance what the appropriate level of donation is per person – if you are aiming for £1,000 
from one event that’s 7 paying guests at £150 per head. Typically, you will ask the host(s) to cover 
the cost of the event and they will not be asked for an additional donation on top of that. 
 
The host will be involved in the invitation list and ideally will have taken the lead on this. This has a 
great advantage of widening the pool of people we're asking for cash and so not continuing to fish in 
the same pool all the time. 
 
The guests are invited on the understanding that it's a fundraising dinner for our campaign and that 
it's £150 (or £250 depending on where it is and how well-heeled the guests are). The host (or 
another person able to do the ask) will be briefed so that they make the ask at the appropriate time 
- this may be when guests arrive or when everyone first sits down to dinner or after the proceedings 
are over. 
 
The guests may be keen to hear from an interesting speaker (member of the HoL, senior local 
councillor, senior LDHQ staff) and it’s a judgement call on who guests would find to be a draw. One 
of the aims of these dinners is to make the guests feel like they are part of the inner circle or that 
they are part of the team delivering a LD victory and so the speaker should be encouraged to drop in 
some nuggets of information not widely known. 
 
The speaker should be briefed with some info about why it's important we win and how we really do 
appreciate their support. If the candidate is a big enough draw themselves then it’s a judgement call 
about whether they would need staffing on the evening. 
 
Don’t forget that if you invite someone to attend but they can’t make it on this occasion, it’s worth 
asking them to donate or if they are happy to be invited to future events. 
 
Follow up with a thank you to the hosts the day after and thank you notes to the guests within a 
week of the event. 
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