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Our Plan to Mend our Broken Politics 
 

If the last three years have shown us anything, it’s that politics isn’t working for people. 

Boris Johnson tried to silence our democracy. He shut down Parliament unlawfully and he tried 

to hide the impact of Brexit from the public. 

On Brexit, schools and the climate emergency – Boris Johnson is failing people up and down the 

country. 

He isn’t listening to the issues people care about, so they are trying to make their voices heard in 

other ways, like the huge People’s Vote marches or the Extinction Rebellion protests. 

Boris Johnson and Jeremy Corbyn won’t change things, because they stay in power if our politics 

stays broken. They don’t want a fairer voting system as they know the current one favours them. 

The Conservatives have stood in the way of giving young people a voice in elections. They 

stopped EU citizens from voting in the Brexit referendum and made it harder for them to vote in 

European elections earlier this year. 

Meanwhile, in Scotland, the SNP want to start the division all over again. Instead of handing 

power to local people and communities, the Scottish Government has been taking power out of 

their hands, such by giving Edinburgh direct control of police and fire services. Communities in 

places like the highlands and islands feel just as remote from Holyrood as they do from 

Westminster. 

Liberal Democrats will stop Brexit and mend our broken politics. We need a Parliament and 

Government that reflect our diverse country and that can build a brighter future for everyone. 

We will give people their voice back, with a fairer, proportional voting system so that everyone’s 

vote counts equally. 

Voters will be able to elect the House of Lords, so that Boris Johnson can’t give peerages to Nigel 

Farage or any of his friends. 

Young people will be able to vote at the first election or referendum after they turn 16. And all 

British citizens living abroad, as well as EU citizens who have made the UK their long-term home, 

will get their say too. 

We will scrap Boris Johnson’s plans to stop vulnerable and marginalised people from voting. 

Plus, we will give power back to local communities so that people can hold those who provide 

local services to account. We will let local people decide how their taxes are raised and spent. 

The Liberal Democrats are the only party that can take seats off the Conservatives and stop Boris 

Johnson getting his majority. Then, we can stop Brexit, mend our broken politics and build a 

brighter future. 
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Making Everyone’s Vote Count Equally 

 

Liberal Democrats will make sure that every person’s vote matters, and that our Parliament 

looks more like the country it represents. We’ll do this by: 

• Putting an end to wasted votes. We’ll replace First Past the Post with a fair, proportional voting 

system, called the Single Transferable Vote. It lets you elect several MPs for your local area by 

ranking them in the order you prefer. 

• Letting young people vote in the first election or referendum after they turn 16 – giving them a 

voice over the issues that affect them. 

• Allowing Brits abroad and EU citizens who call the UK their home a voice and a vote. All UK 

citizens living abroad will be able to elect MPs for dedicated overseas constituencies. 

Meanwhile, EU citizens who have lived in the UK for five years or more will be able to vote and 

stand in General Elections and UK-wide referendums. 

• Scrapping Conservative plans to make people bring photo ID with them when they vote – a 

policy that discriminates against older people, ethnic minorities or low-income households 

who are less likely to have ID. 

• Electing the House of Lords, so Boris Johnson can’t fill it with his friends. 

• Stopping the Prime Minister bending the rules to their own advantage. They won’t be able to 

govern unless they first win a vote of MPs, and they can’t shut down Parliament unless MPs 

agree. 

• Letting political parties run all-BAME and all-LGBT+ shortlists and forcing political parties to 

publish information on the diversity of their candidates. 

• Taking a zero-tolerance approach to harassment and bullying in Westminster, including by 

letting voters recall MPs who commit sexual harassment. 

 

High-Quality Public Debate 

 

Political debate in our country has gone sour. People and politicians get away with spouting fake 

news, and Boris Johnson and Jeremy Corbyn get away with deciding who they want to debate at 

election time. Liberal Democrats will improve the quality of public debate by: 

• Asking Ofcom to set binding rules on leaders’ debates for General Elections, deciding who 

takes part and how they are run. 

• Giving people more of a say over how the Government responds to some of the biggest 

challenges facing our economy and society, by creating citizens’ assemblies on the climate 

emergency and the rise of artificial intelligence. 

• Helping the BBC take the lead in tackling fake news and increasing people’s understanding of 

what they see and hear on TV, radio and online. 

• Protecting our politics from vested interests by strengthening the lobbying register and 

banning MPs from taking paid lobbying work. 



• Working towards creating a real-time database so people know who is paying for the political 

adverts they are being shown. 

• Making our electoral laws fit for purpose, putting in any safeguards we need to respond to new 

challenges such as foreign states trying to interfere in elections. 

 

Power for the Nations and Regions 

 

England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are all vital parts of the UK. We oppose Scottish 

independence. We won’t let a second independence referendum happen. 

Liberal Democrats will create a written, federal constitution for the UK, making permanent the 

Scottish Parliament and the Welsh Senedd. We will take practical steps to ensure that Scotland and 

Wales have strong voices in the future of our family of nations, by: 

• Extending the role of the Scottish and Welsh Governments in developing UK-wide policy and 

improving joint working on cross-cutting policies such as the Industrial Strategy. 

• Giving the Scottish and Welsh health and education departments a role in setting UK-wide 

policy on drugs and student visas. 

• Creating a Joint Climate Council of the Nations to ensure all parts of the UK work together to 

tackle the Climate Emergency. 

• Improving joint ministerial work on new cross-cutting policies, such as the UK industrial 

strategy. 

• Establishing a dispute resolution process to resolve differences between the administrations. 

We will help Northern Ireland get its government back, by working to restore Stormont, 

promoting policies that bring people together, and helping Northern Ireland’s economy grow. 

We’ll ensure that when we increase spending in England, the devolved governments get their fair 

increase in spending too. 

A Voice for Local People and Communities 

 

Liberal Democrats will take power from Westminster and bring it closer to people – letting local 

areas take more control of the services that matter to them. 

We will let regions of England decide if they want extra powers and which areas around them they 

share those powers with. Groups of local councils can come together to establish new devolved 

governments, such as a Cornish Assembly or a Yorkshire Parliament. Any new powers these 

regions get will be matched by the money to pay for it. 

A Liberal Democrat government will give people more power over the community services in 

their area, so they can hold them to account if they fail. We’ll help them to start new services 

themselves, such as local banks and community energy cooperatives. 


