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What is it? 
Guru Nanak Gurpurab celebrates the birth of Guru Nanak - the founder of Sikhism and 
the first Sikh Guru.  

This is one of the biggest and most sacred celebrations in the Sikh calendar and will be 
celebrated across the country.  

The word 'Gurpurab' is a mixture of the word Guru, which means teacher, and Purab 
which means festival or celebration.  

Who was Guru Nanak? 

Guru Nanak was born in 1469. He is celebrated as a poet and philosopher and for his 
teachings on community, service and equality. Guru Nanak travelled far and wide, 
spreading his message and Sikhism is still based on his teachings today.  

Sikhs have lots of Gurpurabs each year to celebrate the lives of all ten Gurus, but Guru 
Nanak’s celebrations are significant as he is the first Guru. It is believed that his 
authority descended upon each of the nine subsequent Gurus.  

When is it? 

This year it will fall on Monday 30 November   

Key info  
● Guru Nanak Gurpurab is one of the most prominent festivals for Sikhs and is 

celebrated all over the world  
● Processions and parades usually take place, bringing communities together  
●  Equality, service to others and living honourably are central to the Sikh faith  

 

Tweets 
Happy Gurpurab to all Sikhs who are celebrating the birth of Guru Nanak today. Wishing 
you all joy and peace at this time.  

 
Diversity@libdems.org.uk  @LibDemDiversity   
Page 1 of 2 
This briefing has been produced by the Diversity Team and is intended to give basic information on the observance above, 
further reading and research is encouraged. This document is for internal circulation only.  

 
 

mailto:Diversity@libdems.org.uk
https://twitter.com/LibDemDiversity


Sending best wishes to Sikhs in the UK and around the world celebrating the birth of 
Guru Nanak. Let us uphold his teachings of equality and compassion.  
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