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What is it?  

Transgender Awareness Week is a week-long observance which raises the visibility of 
trans and gender non-conforming people. The week culminates in the Transgender 
Day of Remembrance (TDoR) a day set aside to honour the memory of those who have 
either been killed or taken their own lives as a result of transphobia.  

When is it?  

● 13 – 19 November  
● 20 November - Trans Day of Remembrance  

Definition of key terms  

Trans 
A trans person is an individual whose gender identity is inconsistent with the sex they 
were assigned at birth. 
 
Non-binary  
Non-binary is a term for people whose gender identity does fit in the ‘male’ or ‘female’ 
binary. Some people will experience their gender as both male and female while others 
will reject these identities entirely.  
 
Cisgender or Cis  
Someone whose gender identity is the same as the sex they were assigned at birth 
 
Deadnaming 
The refusal to stop using a person's birth name  

The Gender Recognition Act 

The Gender Recognition Act (GRA) governs how trans people can legally change their 
gender. However, the law needs reform as many aspects of the process are invasive, 
expensive and humiliating.  
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A few years ago the Government held a consultation on the law which resulted in a toxic 
debate around trans issues - much of which was fuelled by misinformation especially 
around the safeguarding of women in single sex spaces. However, it’s important to note 
that trans men and women can already access single-sex spaces (this includes toilets, 
changing rooms and refuges) that match their gender and have had the right to do so 
since 2004. Any abuses in these spaces are rare and can be dealt with by existing 
criminal laws. Proposed changes would have simply streamlined the law to allow 
individuals to self-identify without unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles.  

Instead of demedicalising the process, as expected, the government has now decided to 
simply digitise the process, and reduce the £140 fee to a “nominal amount”.  

We have publicly expressed our disappointment: https://bit.ly/3ljkFOc 

Key Issues   

There is a wide spectrum of issues that disproportionately affect the trans community:  

● Reports show that there has been 81% increase in trans hate crimes 1 
● If you’re trans you are also more likely to be a victim of domestic violence, and 

sexual assault 
● Discrimination doesn’t always happen physically; it can include deliberate 

misgendering or deadnaming (see definition above) 
● Many hate crimes against trans people go unreported because many people in the 

trans community don’t feel supported by the police 
● Many trans people experience discrimination and negative attitudes in healthcare 

services this includes denial of care, intrusive questions and incorrect diagnoses 

What Are We Doing As a Party? 
 

We passed the Supporting Trans and Non-Binary People Within the Liberal Democrats 
motion at autumn conference. Amongst other things, the motion gives future 
conference attendees the option to include preferred pronouns or to opt not to have 
pronouns shown on their conference pass. Read the full motion here. 

The Party has also recently adopted a definition of transphobia. 

Template Tweets  

It’s #TransAwarenessWeek and we are proud to stand with our trans and non-binary 
friends. Let’s all champion a society that is more open and accepting.  

1 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-48756370 
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This #TransAwarenessWeek, we stand with our trans friends in the ongoing battle for 
equality.  

On Transgender Day of Remembrance: 
Today, we remember those who have lost their lives to transphobia and the loved ones 
they have left behind.  
 
Useful links  

For more information on LGBT+ issues please speak to LGBT+ Lib Dems  you can also 
access our party policy on trans issues here.   
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