
 
Diwali Briefing 2020 
 

Introduction  
Diwali, the festival of lights, is an ancient celebration, observed by millions across the 
world. Celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains, its main theme is the triumph 
of good over evil and light over darkness.  

Background  
For most Hindus, Diwali marks the return of deity Rama to Ayodhya after fourteen years 
in exile, and having just won a war to save his wife Sita. When Rama returned home, his 
people lit his path, so he could return in the light. The day after Diwali is the Hindu New 
Year, marking new beginnings.  

Sikhs celebrate Bandi Chhor Divas  – the day of Guru Har Gobind’s release from prison.  

Jains celebrate Diwali as a day of remembering Mahavira, who attained Nirvana on this 
day.  

For Buddhists, it represents the time Emperor Ashoka adopted a path of peace.  

When is it?  
The date changes each year- it is usually between October and November.  

This year Diwali will be on Saturday 14th November. 

Main themes 
● The triumph of good over evil, light over darkness, knowledge over ignorance 

and dispelling fear and ignorance 
● Giving thanks for wealth and prosperity  
● New beginnings  

How is it celebrated? 
Typical Diwali traditions include family and friends gathering to light lamps (diyas) and 
fireworks, exchanging gifts and sharing food. This year, due to Coronavirus, families will 
be celebrating remotely. Many temples and communities are putting on services 
through zoom and facebook, giving people ways to feel connected to their loved ones. 
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The festival also honours Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth and traditionally Diwali is an 
opportunity to finish any business of the old year and the New Year as a time to start a 
new business accounting year.  

Suggested greetings/Tweets  
Shubh Diwali! [Happy Diwali] 

Saal Mubarak [Happy New Year] 

Wishing everyone a peaceful and happy Diwali  

Wishing everyone a Happy Diwali and a happy and prosperous new year.  

Diwali celebrates the triumph of good over evil, light over darkness and knowledge over 
ignorance. 2020 has been a dark year for many of us, and Diwali’s message that light 
will triumph in the end is of comfort for us all. Happy Diwali.  
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