
International Women’s Day
Briefing 2021
8th March will mark International Women’s Day – a day set aside to celebrate the
ongoing achievements of women everywhere. This is also  a day to highlight the specific
issues faced by women and the steps we can take to achieve true gender equality.

Is there a theme?
This year’s theme is Choose to Challenge:

“A challenged world is an alert world. Individually, we're all responsible for our own thoughts
and actions - all day, every day. We can all choose to challenge and call out gender bias and
inequality. We can all choose to seek out and celebrate women's achievements. Collectively,
we can all help create an inclusive world.”

But do we really need a special day to talk about women?
It would be amazing if we didn't need a day to champion women and although we have
made a lot of progress in advancing women’s rights, there is no denying that gender
disparities remain:

● The UK gender pay gap stood at 15.5% among all employees and 7.4% among
full-time employees in 2020 1

● Covid has had a huge impact women: with schools closed women are more likely
to take on unpaid care work with additional domestic chores and
home-schooling,2

What’s the Party doing for women?
Our MPs have been involved in a number of campaigns from challenging the pink tax to
fighting period poverty.  You can read some of our policies here:
https://www.libdems.org.uk/plan-equalities

2 https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/coronavirus-making-women-visible

1

https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/earningsandworkinghours/bull
etins/genderpaygapintheuk/2020#:~:text=The%20gender%20pay%20gap%20among,10%25%20for
%20older%20age%20groups.
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Suggested Tweets
This #InternationalWomensDay we celebrate the social and political contributions of all
women across the globe. Let’s keep fighting until we achieve gender balance at all levels
#ChooseToChallenge
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