
 
Passover Briefing 2021 
 

Introduction  
Passover (also known as Pesach in Hebrew) commemorates the Israelite’s exodus out of 
Egypt after years of slavery and bondage under ancient Egyptian rule. Across the world 
families gather to remember the suffering and oppression endured by the Israelites in 
Egypt and their journey to the Promised Land.  

Story & background  
Moses is chosen by God to lead the Jewish people to the Promised Land and asks 
Pharaoh to emancipate his people. He warns him that if he refuses Egypt will be 
inflicted with a host of terrible plagues. 

Pharaoh refuses and Egypt is subsequently subjected to ten plagues, which include 
blood, frogs, boils, locusts, darkness and the death of every firstborn son. However, God 
instructs Moses to tell the Israelites that in order to protect their firstborn sons, they 
should mark their doors with lambs’ blood, in this way, death would “pass over” their 
houses and spare them from the plague. Pharaoh eventually relents and allows the 
enslaved Israelites to leave Egypt. 

When is it?  
Lasting 8 days Passover will begin sundown on 27 March - 4 April   

How is it observed?  
● The Passover Seder (meaning order) is considered the highlight of Passover. This 

is a feast done in a particular order with important symbolic significance which 
reminds Jewish people of the suffering endured by the Israelites as well as their 
liberation.  

● Jewish people read from the Haggadah (meaning "the telling") this is the book 
which explains the food on the Seder plate and recounts the story of the exodus 
and includes songs and prayers. 

Suggested Greetings  
Chag Sameach (Happy Holiday)  

Pesach sameach! (Happy Passover)  
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Chag Pesach kasher v’sameach (Happy and kosher holiday- as a reference to food 
restrictions during Passover)  
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