
Nothing is more important to us as  liberals than the lived experience 
of people from under-represented groups and any group which 
faces discrimination. With your first preference vote I will work 
tirelessly to ensure that members of every under-represented 
group feel real empathy and understanding from our members 
to improve the diversity of our party. I am from an international 
family, represented a diverse area and reach out to diverse 
communities of all backgrounds. I will inspire a warm welcome, real 
understanding and a drive to campaign for the benefit of others to 
increase diversity in our party. Please read on to understand my 
experience which makes me the most credible person to deliver 
this. I have been a remunerated member of an NHS Trust Board 
working on all equalities, a member of Federal Policy Committee 
with a remit to speak on race equality and successfully campaigned 
for the party’s biggest inquiry into its own institutional racism. I ask 
for your first preference vote and that you contact me.

Career (30+ years)
• Culture change in commercial and local government settings
• University and industrial scientific research
• IT professional, procurement and supply chain
•  Governance and board member over 3 decades 
  –  universities (Cambridge, City University, Franco-British 

scholarship body)
 –     hospitals (NHS Trust board member, governing body)
 –   local government (councillor, leading Lib Dem cabinet 

member, pioneering scrutiny committee chair, pension 
fund trustee and vice-chair)

 –   charities (victims of crime, local charities, bilateral UK-
European charities)

 –   Theatre (Sadlers Wells theatre)
• Public policy development (local government, health, crime, 

pensions, finance and performance management, drug policy)

Political Career (20+ years)
• Lib Dem member throughout
• 8 years leading councillor in highly diverse Lib Dem run 

authority, UK’s fastest improving council
• Parliamentary by-election candidate 2012 with significant 

media coverage
• Parliamentary Candidate 2015, 2017
• London Assembly Candidate 2012, 2016, 2021 (list x2, 

constituency x1)
• Returning Officer for candidate selections 2002-present
• Former local party secretary, regional candidates committee 

member, regional executive member, Federal Policy 
committee member

Race Equality Career (20+ years)
• Born into family of activists  in US civil rights movement and 

Indian Independence movement
• Councillor in diverse borough leading scrutiny inquiries and 

cabinet member
• NHS Trust Board member with additional responsibilities 

for all Equalities (remunerated)
• Member and main adviser on race equality to Federal Policy 

Committee chaired by two party leaders.
• Boundless enthusiasm for all equalities and the cause of all 

who face discrimination of any sort

Vote #1 Marisha Ray

Marisha Ray was elected by an overwhelming majority of minority community activists in the party to 
campaign for the delivery of the Alderdice Enquiry on the lack of race equality in the party. She is one 
of few with a tangible track record in the Liberal Democrats of long term, consistent delivery on race 
equality.  Marisha used that position to campaign for the inquiry into the experiences of people in minority 
communities inside the party. She has already been insistent and persistent with all the leadership of our 
party.

It is time to make the culture changes described in the Alderdice Enquiry Report and several  other reports take place so that 
the party feels far better to people from under-represented groups. It is time to deliver a party where everyone is confident and 
comfortable engaging with the under-represented inside the party and outside it,. Marisha has experience in delivering culture 
change in local government and in business. Vote for her to work with you to deliver the culture change here. 

It is also time to make sure that every single member is fully aware of the government’s lack of respect for the human rights of all 
the under-represented whatever our characteristics and to inspire so that we are all confident to campaign on this.

Dear Liberal Democrat Member,
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Culture change - fusion. Inspiration - for inclusion. Reaching out to everyone.  
#CisWithTheT



“I am supporting Marisha for VP of 
the national party because of her 
tenacity and commitment to deliver 
change and get things done. I was 
struck when Marisha explained to 
me that there are several past party 
reports containing recommendations 
on racial diversity and inclusivity
which have yet to be properly 
implemented. Marisha’s manifesto is 
not to instigate yet another review, 
but to implement what has already 
been recommended. I believe 
Marisha has the forcefulness to drive 
though these changes and make a 
real difference to the future of our 
party.”
Peter Kloss

“The Liberal Democrats are lucky to 
have Marisha working for equalities in 
the party. A more dedicated, energetic 
and committed activist it would be 
hard to find.“
Catherine Bearder, former 
Liberal Democrat Member  
of the European Parliament

“I have known Marisha, since she 
joined the party back in 1997 
and have watched her grow into 
a formidable force. I have since 
worked with her very closely, having 
been her agent when she stood for 
Parliament twice and the GLA. I have 
witnessed first-hand her passion, 
dedication and commitment. She has 
the experience, knowledge and drive, 
especially championing diversity and 
inclusion at all levels of the party. 
She is definitely the right person for 
this job.”
Sean Hooker, Barnet Liberal 
Democrats, former chair of London 
Region Liberal Democrats

“I am supporting Marisha Ray for 
the post of Vice President (BaME) 
because she holds highly the values 

of inclusion; has the lived experience 
of being from an ethnic minority 
in the UK; and is an excellent 
communicator.“
Martyn Cooper
Southampton Liberal Democrats

“I have no hesitation in 
recommending Marisha Ray as vice 
president. I have known her since 
she was a parliamentary candidate in 
south London, and was immediately 
impressed with her networking skills. 
She has a great rapport with people, 
whoever they are, and is just the kind 
of person we need to carry out this 
task.”
David Boyle

“Irfan Mustafa from Redbridge 
Libdem is very pleased to nominate 
@MarishaRayLD to be Vice President 
for the Lib Dems improving life for 
the under-represented.”
Irfan Mustafa

“‘I’m supporting Marisha for Vice-
President because I know she has 
the determination, dedication and 
drive to make a real difference to our 
party.”
Prof Julie Smith,  
Member of the House of Lords

“I have been a friend of Marisha’s for 
about thirty years and first met her 
through Islington Liberal Democrats 
when campaigning with her for 
election to Islington Council.”
Susan Atkinson, Islington Liberal 
Democrats

“I have nominated Marisha Ray 
because I know that only she can 
do this role well. I have seen her 
in action. She has two decades of 
experience of governance within the 
party and far more outside it. She 
is an experienced former councillor 

and parliamentary and London 
Assembly candidate”
Cllr Dawn Allen-Williamson,  
Watford Liberal Democrats

“I am proposing Marisha Ray as Vice 
President of the Liberal Democrats 
for Minority Communities because 
I believe she has the expertise and 
experience to do the job well.”
Susette Palmer
Lady Palmer of Childs Hill,  
Barnet Borough Liberal Democrats

“I am also proposing Marisha who 
will do a good job in this role”
Monroe Palmer,  
Lord Palmer of Childs Hill,  
Deputy Speaker, House of Lords

“I have known Ms. Marisha Ray for 
many years and am confident that 
she will work extremely hard and 
passionately if elected as the
Vice-President of our party. She 
has an extremely long track record 
of fighting for justice, delivering 
affordable housing, safe and 
affordable public transport, and 
climate change. She is a genuine 
fighter and I wholeheartedly endorse 
her candidature.”
Cllr. Dr. Y. Kumar,  
Bath Liberal Democrats

“I think I know all the candidates, 
and while they are all good people, 
Marisha is clearly the best person for 
the job. Marisha is a longstanding 
supporter of equal rights for 
everyone, and the principle that 
every equality campaign goes 
forward together.”
Richard Flowers, Chair, Tower 
Hamlets Liberal Democrats and 
honorary Vice-President LGBT+  
Lib Dems

I am giving Marisha Ray my first 
choice vote for her ability to have her 
finger on the pulse on a wide range 
of issues, for her ability to give a
considered and measured approach 
and for her complete understanding 
that to be diverse is to look 
outwards.”
Cathy Davies

Our new vice president needs 
the skill and tenacity to drive 
some good governance into our 
party in preparation for a strong 
push to provide some coherent 
messaging and thus plausible 
political opposition at a national and 
local level. Marisha has both; her 
competence comes from a working 
scientific background together with 
numerous roles, both voluntary 
and remunerated providing advice 
and guidance on good governance 
in a wide variety of organisational 
settings including NHS trusts and as a 
councillor and as a research scientist 
both in the UK and France. Although 
as a person of colour she is fiercely 
keen to promote racial equality 
and harmony she has not lost sight 
of the ultimate goal to promote 
equality across all sectors of society, 
wherever the disadvantage stems 
from; gender, ethnicity, sexuality or 
just plain bias. She is keen to engage 
and will listen to opinions and 
experiences different from her own 
in pursuit of her goals.
Lori Flawn, Uttlesford,  
East of England

 Phone number: 07970 320 831   
 Email: marisharay4vp@gmail.com
 @MarishaRayLD   Marisha Ray   
 Marisha Ray, Liberal Democrat

Marisha Ray was nominated by 55 members from all over England, 
Scotland and Wales, including former leader Sir Vince Cable
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