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By the time our State turns 200 years old, I want South 
Australia to be a place of prosperity.

Planning and delivering on my vision for a better future 
starts now.

This policy is just part of our plan to deliver a clear and 
responsible pathway to recovery and success.

See where it fits in below
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1.0	 GROWING OUR ECONOMY

2.0 	 THE BEST EDUCATION SYSTEM

3.0 	 BEING A HEALTHY STATE

4.0	 STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

5.0	 BUILDING OUR STATE

6.0	 ENSURING SAFETY AND JUSTICE

	 6.5	� Delivering a safer community through a fair and transparent justice system 

7.0	 PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT

8.0 	 EMBRACING OUR UNIQUE CULTURE

9.0 	� RUNNING AN EFFICIENT AND STABLE GOVERNMENT

	 9.1	� Valuing the public service and investing in its future 



“An open society requires a free media” 



THE PROBLEM

To maintain a healthy, open society, we need a free 
media. 

Journalists work to hold governments and 
corporations to account by publishing information 
that is in the public interest. Often, sources of 
such information risk their livelihoods by assisting 
journalists. 

In South Australia currently, our journalists don’t 
have sufficient protection against being compelled 
to reveal a confidential source in court. This 
discourages people from sharing information 
which is in the public interest. 

Independent reviews confirm our laws protecting 
journalists and their sources are not strong 
enough, and the Weatherill Government has failed 
to act.

To maintain a healthy, open 
society, we need a free media. 
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THE STATE LIBERALS PLAN

If elected in 2018, a Marshall Liberal Government 
will ensure Shield Laws give effective protection to 
journalists and their sources.

Quite simply, people who alert the media to 
important public issues embody the core values 
of an open society, which the Liberals actively 
support. 

If journalists are unable to guarantee privacy to 
their sources, the public will not reap the benefits 
of openness, and the public debate will be 
restricted.

The public and journalists are being left behind in 
South Australia, without consistent protection to 
both journalists and their sources. 

A Marshall Government’s Shield Laws will provide 
protection to journalistic sources by enabling 
suppression of their identities. 

Our Shield Laws will encourage an open 
discussion with and accountability to the public. 
They will require a source to be identified in 
court only if the public interest in revealing such 
information outweighs the potential detriment 
to the source. This is an important transparency 
measure. 

Our Shield Laws will not limit protections to only 
those in professional media. They will be opened 
to all contractors or freelancers working to 
promote debate in the public interest. 

Our media need our support to comply with their 
ethical guidelines to protect sources of information 
which is in the public interest to have revealed. 

A Marshall Liberal Government will continue to 
advance the interests of transparency, openness 
and informed debate through Shield Laws and 
other initiatives. 

People who alert the media 
to important public issues 
embody the core values of an 
open society, which the Liberals 
actively support. 
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“We will provide journalists and 
their sources with the protection of 
effective Shield Laws’”
Steven Marshall, State Liberal Leader
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If you would like to provide feedback on our 
policy or learn more about our plan, please get 
in touch via:

The Office of Steven Marshall MP 

Parliament House - North Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000

Phone: 08 8237 9295

Email: steven@stevenmarshall.com.au

Web: www.stevenmarshall.com.au

facebook.com/StevenMarshallMP

@Marshall_Steven
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