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Linn County – Political Considerations 
Skeet Arasmith – February 2020 

About Linn County Linn County Oregon was formed on December 28, 
1847. It includes a total area of 2,309 square miles 
and as of 2017 had an estimated population of 
125,047. The population had increased by 7.2% from 
the 2010 census. 

Political Parties In 2018, Linn County had 87,392 registered voters. In 
November of 2018 the division by political groups was: 

 • Republican – 32,706 

 • Democrat – 24,934 

 • NAV (Non-Affiliated Voters) –37,154 

 • Independent – 5,148 

 • Other – 2,034 

Federal Elected Officials Linn County is included in the 4th US Congressional 
District and is represented by Peter A. DeFazio (D) who 
was first elected to this office in 1987. The 4th 
Congressional District includes Coos, Curry, Douglas, 
Lane and Linn Counties, and a major portion of 
Benton and Josephine Counties and represents a 
population of approximately 770,184. 
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State Elected Officials The State of Oregon is divided into 30 senate districts 
and 60 representative districts. Each senate district is 
composed of two (2) representative districts. 

 Linn County is a part of 3 different senate districts (6, 
8 & 9) and three representative districts (11, 15 & 17). 
In Linn County; Senate District 6 & House District 11 
represent the same area Senate District 8 and House 
District 15 represent the same area, and Senate 
District 9 and House District 17 represent the same 
area. The elected officials representing Linn County at 
the State level are: 

 • Senate District 6 – Lee Beyer (D)  

 • Representative District 11 – Marty Wilde (D) 

 • Senate District 8 – Sara Gelser (D) 

 • Representative District 15 – Shelly Boshart Davis (R) 

 • Senate District 9 – Fred Girod (R) 

 • Representative District 17 – Sherrie Sprenger (R)  

 

State Judicial 
Overview There are three state wide court systems in Oregon 

where the judges are elected. They are; Circuit Courts, 
Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court. The judges 
in these courts are elected for a six (6) year term and 
there is a mandatory retirement age of 75 

Oregon Circuit Courts The Oregon circuit courts are trial courts of general 
jurisdiction in Oregon. Each of Oregon's 36 counties 
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are included in 27 judicial districts. These 27 districts 
are represented by 137 elected judges.  

 Linn County is the 23rd Judicial District – There are 
5 elected judges in this court: David E. Delsman, 
Thomas McHill, DeAnn L. Novotny, Michael 
Wynhausen, Rachel Kittson-MaQatish 

Oregon Court of Appeals The Court of Appeals, was created in 1969, as the first 
level of appeal following a trial. This court has 
jurisdiction to hear all civil and criminal appeals from 
circuit courts, except death penalty cases, and to 
review most state administrative agency actions. The 
court of appeals is composed of 13 elected Judges. 

Supreme Court Oregon Supreme Court is composed of is composed of 
seven elected members. However, it has been the 
practice for several years for a judge to retire prior to 
their mandatory retirement date, allowing the governor 
to appoint their replacement. While this replacement 
will have to stand for election, they are seldom 
challenged in an election. The current seven-member 
court members are:  

 • Martha L. Walters Appointed by Kulongoski 

 • Thomas Balmer Appointed by Kulongoski 

 • Meagan A. Flynn Appointed by Brown 

 • Adrienne Nelson Appointed by Brown 

 • Lynn Nakamoto Appointed by Brown 

 • Rebecca Duncan Appointed by Brown 

 • Chris Garett Appointed by Brown 

Linn County & Local Elected 
Linn County Elected There are ten Linn County officials elected officials. 

 Board of Commissioners; Roger Nyquist, John K. 
Lindsey & Will Tucker 

 Clerk – Steve Druckenmiller 

 District Attorney – Doug Marteeny 

 Justice of the Peace – Judge Jessica Meyer 

 Sheriff – Jim Yon 

 Surveyor – Charles W. Gibbs 

 Assessor/Tax Collector – Any Stevens 

 Treasurer – Michelle Hawkins 

Local Elected Officials Not counting the county officials, Linn County 
includes 62 public entities; 15 cities, 18 education 
districts, 15 fire district, 7 water districts and 8 other 
districts. These 62 entities are represented by 
approximately 360 elected officials.  
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Exceptions Three of the cities (Idanha, Mill City and Albany), cross 
into adjacent counties. The school districts include 
three community colleges, two of which are located in 
adjacent counties (Marion and Lane). Several of the 
other school districts, fire districts and water control 
districts cross the county boundary. 

Special District Considerations Typically, one must live within the boundary of a 
public entity to be eligible to be elected to a board 
serving that area. However, with special service 
districts, and individual does not have to live within 
the district, but must own property within the district. 

Committees/Commissions Within Linn County there is over 100 boards, 
commissions and committees that are staffed by over 
600 volunteers. These groups provide a wide verity of 
services to the county, cities and districts as well as 
offering opportunities to volunteer in assisting local 
government. Most of these committees, commissions, 
and boards are focused on a single area of interest 
such as budget, library, parks, development, planning, 
etc. 

Political Involvement 
Foundation The foundation of the political system in the United 

States is at the local government level and the local 
political party. The organization of political parties in 
Oregon is defined by state statue and is based on a 
Precinct System at the county level. 

What Does that Mean? Based on formulas defined in Oregon statues and 
some common sense, each county is divided into 
geographic divisions called Precincts. Currently (2019), 
there are 90 precincts in Linn County. 

Precinct Persons The Oregon statues allocated approximately 1 precinct 
committee person (PCP) for about every 250 population 
within the precinct. Currently there are 358 PCP 
positions allocated for each major political party in 
Oregon. Again, the most common question is “So, 
What?” 

What is a PCP? 
Ground Floor The precinct system and precinct person are at the 

ground floor of the political system in the United 
States. Individuals holding the position of PCP have 
the opportunity to influence the focus of their political 
party. They help in identifying individuals to run for 
public office. PCPs can also run for public office. The 
PCP is the communication conduit between the 
political party, the local government and their friends 
and neighbors. 

Time Requirement A PCP can become as active in their local party and 
the local government politics as they desire. They may 
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also have a singular interest such as; education, child 
care, health, 2nd Amendment, transportation, etc., and 
thus choose to have a narrow focus for their time and 
energy. 

Regular Meetings In Linn County, the Republican Party meets regularly 
once a month. This is typically an evening meeting 
running from about 6 pm until 8 pm.  

State and National Interest Every two years officers are elected to coordinate the 
activities of the county party, which is called the 
Central Committee. The elected group is called the 
Executive Committee (ExCom). Members of the ExCom 
represent the county at the state level and may be 
elected to represent the state at the national level. 

How to Become a PCP 
Election Individual who want to become a PCP have two 

options, join by election or appointment. Election of 
PCPs in Oregon occurs during the primary election on 
even numbered years. The process is simple, fill out a 
simple one-page form and file it with the county clerk, 
there is no cost. Those running for office will appear on 
the ballot. Just three votes are needed to be elected. If 
there is more than one person running for a position, 
then of course, the winner is the one with the largest 
vote count. During the 2018 election cycle only 63 
individuals were elected as PCPs to the Linn County 
Republican Party. The election is for a 2-year term. 

Appointment The second way to become a PCP is by appointment. In 
this case, a person fills out a simple one-page 
application and mails or e-mails it to the Linn County 
Chairperson. At the next regular Central Committee 
meeting, each person asking for an appointment is 
given an opportunity to make a short presentation on 
why they want to become a PCP. The committee then 
votes and the person is either accepted or rejected. 
Another option is to bring the application to the 
monthly meeting. The Chairperson will decide if a vote 
is to be taken at the meeting or at the next meeting. 

Linn County Republican PCP Status 
May 2019 

358 PCP positions  There are presently 358 PCP positions allocated for 
each major political party in Linn County.  

Republicans There are currently 60 elected Republican PCPs and 
38 appointed PCPs for a total of 98, leaving 260 
positions open. 

Albany The City of Albany is divided into 23 precincts with 
118 PCP positions. There are 22 positions currently 
filled. 
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Lebanon The City of Lebanon is divided into 8 precincts with 50 
PCP positions. There are 6 currently filled. 

Sweet Home The City of Sweet Home is divided 6 precincts with 22 
PCP positions. There are 5 currently filled. 

Other 12 Cities The other 12 cities in Linn County have 44 PCP 
positions with 16 currently filled. 

Unincorporated Area The unincorporated area of Linn County is divided into 
41 precincts with 124 PCP positions. Only 48 are 
currently filled. 

PCPs and State Elected 
Senate District 6 – House 11 Senate District 6 & House District 11 represent the 

same area and are divided into 16 precincts with 44 
PCP positions, only 16 are filled. 

Senate District 8 – House 15 Senate District 8 and House District 15 represent the 
same area and are divided into 35 precincts with 154 
PCP positions, only 40 are currently filled. 

Senate District 9 – House 17 Senate District 9 and House District 17 represent the 
same area and are divided into 39 precincts with 148 
PCP positions, only 41 are currently filled. 

So What? If the majority of the PCP positions were filled, it would 
be much easier to increase the get out to vote (GOTV) 
and support for a Republican candidate in these areas. 


