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Candidate Questionnaire: People-centered Streets

Basic Information

If you would like to review a PDF of the entire questionnaire, you may �nd it here: 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/livablestreetsalliance/pages/1689/attachments/original/1503520202
/Candidate_Questionnaire__Boston__-_People-centered_streets.pdf?1503520202

Brandon Bowser

Boston City Council District 9

Brandon Bowser

Candidate name (�rst and last) *

O�ce that the candidate is seeking (include district number if applicable) *

Name of person completing the questionnaire (�rst and last) *

Name and EIN of the committee (if applicable)

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/livablestreetsalliance/pages/1689/attachments/original/1503520202/Candidate_Questionnaire__Boston__-_People-centered_streets.pdf?1503520202&sa=D&ust=1505433006565000&usg=AFQjCNHn7azmEY8mVqCka45mjoGi82QfMg
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votebowserd9@gmail.com

PO box 1214 Allston, MA 02134

857-2498193

votebowserd9@gmail.com

votebowserd9

facebook.com/votebowserd9

Campaign email address *

Campaign address

Campaign phone number

Campaign website

Campaign Twitter

Campaign Facebook
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About You

Yes

No

I do not own a car, so walking, biking, and the MBTA are my primary modes of transportation.  I 
walk in and around my neighborhood everyday 

Yes

No

I typically use public transportation between 3-5 times a week.

Yes

No

1. Do you personally walk to destinations in your community? If yes, how
often do you do so?

Comments

2. Do you personally travel by/ use public transit to get around? If yes, which
trains and buses do you routinely use?

Comments

3. Do you personally bike in your community or commute by bike to other
communities? If no, would you be willing to give it a try periodically, e.g.
once or twice per month?
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 My bike is my primary mode of transportation.  I �nd the bicycle allows me the opportunity to 
get to wherever I am going the quickest. I am a year round biker, and use it to get to work.  
Luckily, I have lived within a mile and a half of the schools I have taught at.

Policy proposals

Please articulate concrete and feasible policy and budgetary proposals to advance the following goals. If you 
would like to submit supporting materials, please submit them on page 6 at the end of the questionnaire or 
email your proposals to info@visionzerocoalition.org. 

Note that there is a glossary available at 
www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire

*indicates a de�nition available in the glossary 

I think that the neighborhood of Allston-Brighton needs to do more to make sure that the 
streets are calmer.  I feel the number of cars parked on the streets obscures the pedestrians 
trying to cross. We need to improve the infrastructure around our community.  One way that we 
can conduct these studies with no cost to the City is to have developers conduct tra�c impact 
studies whenever they propose a building with 6+ units.  

Comments

1. How will you work to establish funding for the infrastructure changes
needed to slow tra�c on your community’s streets, and improve crosswalks
and intersections to make them safer for people who are walking and using
mobility assistive devices?

mailto:info@visionzerocoalition.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire&sa=D&ust=1505433006570000&usg=AFQjCNHnbZkeZWNgy34FZghlZ26rK7-zlw
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I think that the City of Boston needs to seriously address the future of Public Transit.  We need 
to make sure that we improve service and reliability while keeping the T out of the hands of 
private owners.  We need to be looking at how to make the T equitable across the city, that is 
wait times for buses, and travel times.  We need to be working to make the T cheaper or 
discounted for members of our community that struggle with paying for the latest rounds of 
fare increases.

When talking with people in my community, I always say that "No one should feel unsafe or 
that they are going to die just for riding a bike in the street."  I think that Protected bike lanes, or 
off-street paths are great solutions to making people feel safer.  I think that the bike paths in 
Cambridge do a great job at making safer tra�c. I am fortunate to live in Allston-Brighton, 
where we have a good amount of bike lanes.  I will support any legislation in the Boston City 
Council that support the funding of bike infrastructure.

I will have an open door to biking advocacy groups who are already doing great work in the 
community.  I would love to help these organizations to actualize their long-term plans.  This is 
particularly true of groups like Commonwheels who do work with young people and students.   

2. How will you improve the reach, frequency, and quality of public transit in
Boston?

3. How will you ensure fast-tracked implementation of a city-wide network
of off-street paths and protected bike lanes* on major thoroughfares and
connecting streets that are comfortable for people of all ages and abilities?

4. How will you increase access to biking in every neighborhood equally?
What do you see as the major obstacles to encouraging ridership, and how
will you address them?
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I will work to get funding for biking infrastructure into the yearly budget for the City of Boston.  I 
would also team up with local biking non-pro�ts to help them in their grant writing process.  I 
will also work to petition universities and  developers to encourage them to build infrastructure 
to improve the communities that they are in.  

Yes/no questions

Note that explanations for your responses are not required, but provide useful context and are strongly 
encouraged. 

*indicates a de�nition available in the glossary (available here: 
http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire)  

Yes

No

5. How will you increase funding for biking infrastructure?

1. Do you support the adoption of Vision Zero* and funding for its rapid
implementation? Vision Zero is an approach which aims to eliminate tra�c
fatalities and serious injuries by 2030 and has been adopted by several
communities, including Boston and Cambridge. *

Please explain your choice

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire&sa=D&ust=1505433006571000&usg=AFQjCNEqXgXk7aBJfMCiDooxo4iWf7GA6g
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Yes

No

In districts of our city which have higher foot tra�c we need to do everything to make it safer.  
We need to get away from the mode of thinking about tra�c as car-centric and embrace a 
safer-streets approach.  This should happen for multiple streets in neighborhoods, not just one 
speci�c street.  I think that the Neighborhood Slow Streets model put forth by the City of 
Boston is a great model.

Yes

No

2. Do you support lowering design speeds* through tra�c calming
measures* on downtown and neighborhood streets as a means of
enhancing the safety of people walking, using mobility assistive devices,
biking, and driving? This may involve the expansion and enhancement of
programs like Neighborhood Slow Streets* (Boston) and Neighborways*
(Somerville). *

Please explain your choice

3. One key strategy that has been proven to effectively reduce speeding,
improve safety, and remove racial bias in tra�c enforcement in other states
and countries is automated enforcement (i.e. speed cameras and red light
cameras). Do you support state legislation that authorizes the use of
automated enforcement in Massachusetts, per the July 2017
recommendation of the National Transportation Safety Board*? *

Please explain your choice
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Yes

No

We need to work to make streets more inclusive for non-vehicular tra�c.  I completely support 
the redesigning how streets are designed to improve safety.  I believe that the conversation 
around tra�c needs to be centered around the concept of respect.  Buses need to respect 
cars, cars need to respect bikes, bikes need to respect cars and pedestrians.  We all need to 
realize that we are all sharing the same road, and keep everyones safety in mind.

Yes

No

I think that the sides of streets need to have more use than simply parking cars.  I would be 
�ne losing some parking spaces if that meant we could have community bene�ts like bike 
racks, benches, or tables for restaurants.  

4. Do you support redesigning space on the street in order to improve safety
for people biking by creating protected bike lanes? *

Please explain your choice

5. Do you support the increased use of curb extensions* to improve safety
and visibility at intersections, even if it requires the removal of one to two
parking spaces? *

Please explain your choice
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Yes

No

I think that the timeline of the Go Boston plan might be a bit unrealistic.  Having said that, I 
would do everything in my power to make sure that they move forward, and remain on the 
table.  

Yes

No

I have had this conversation with a number of seniors, and I believe that we need to do better 
making sure that these community members feel comfortable walking in and around our 
neighborhood.  I think that we should be making sure that any new development that comes 
into our neighborhoods take the concerns of our seniors seriously.  They need to be designing 
infrastructure that allows safe and easy crossing of streets.

6. Do you support implementation of all of the Better Bike Corridors* and
other bike projects in the Go Boston 2030 Plan, and commit to making sure
all short-term projects are planned and implemented within three years, and
long-term projects are implemented by or before 2030? *

Please explain your choice

7. Will you address age-friendly walking in your community -- an issue raised
by many seniors as critical to their ability to “age in community”? If yes,
how? *

Please explain your choice
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Yes

No

I �nd that when I am crossing street, I often feel rushed.  I cannot imagine how stressful it 
must be for people with physical differences.  Being a teacher, I am always concerned for how 
my students get to school.  I often see my students running across the street with very limited 
time to spare.  We need to install more responsive crossing buttons to insure safety of all 
pedestrians.

Yes

No

We need to do everything in our power to make transportation more e�cient for non car tra�c.  
I believe we need more dedicated bus lanes across the city, and rolling it out during rush hour 
is a great start. 

Yes

No

8. Boston has many tra�c signals that do not work well for pedestrians.
Will you work to make signal timing safer, easier, and more convenient for
people walking and using mobility assistive devices at all paces? *

Please explain your choice

9. Do you support the restriction of on-street parking during rush hour on
major thoroughfares in order to provide lanes for the exclusive use of
buses? *

Please explain your choice

10. Do you support the creation of a staff position within the Transportation
Department solely devoted to managing transit in the City of Boston? *
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Yes

No

I think that we need to incentivize people to take methods of alternative transportation.  
Charging more for parking during certain hours is a great start!  I also like the idea of 
discounting public transportation during times with higher demand.  We need to also increase 
the reliability of the T to encourage ridership.

Yes

No

I think that this annual fee would be a burden on individuals and families who are  already 
struggling to make ends meet in Boston.  The price of housing and living in the city is already 
high enough, I don't feel that it makes sense to implement a fee for working class families.  

Please explain your choice

11. Do you support exploring new ways of raising revenue to provide the
City of Boston with more tools to improve conditions for people walking,
using mobility assistive devices, and biking (e.g. congestion pricing)? If yes,
please give examples that interest you. *

Please explain your choice

12. Do you support charging an annual fee for residential parking permits? *

Please explain your choice
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Yes

No

I like the idea of this being rolled out Downtown and in neighborhoods like Back Bay and 
Beacon Hill. I feel that this might be a burden on many members of our community if it were 
rolled out across the city in Main Streets districts.

Yes

No

Having biked in Sullivan Square and along Rutherford Ave. I know full well how dangerous this 
area is! I will �rst help the community by listening to their concerns and proposed solutions. I 
think that this intersection needs to be addressed as the public safety risk that it is. I feel that 
this intersection has the potential of being an example of how seriously the City of Boston 
takes implementing bike and pedestrian infrastructure into a densely used corridor.

13. Do you support the rollout of dynamic parking meter pricing* (i.e.
increasing meter rates during periods of increased demand) in business
districts to free up on-street parking and reduce cars “cruising” for open
spaces? *

Please explain your choice

14. Will you help the community of Charlestown work with the City to
develop a consensus design for Rutherford Ave and Sullivan Square that
balances the community’s desire for walkability, connectivity, open space
and resiliency with vehicular tra�c? (See context in the glossary under
'Rutherford Ave.') *

Please explain your choice
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Supporting materials

If you would like to submit supporting materials, please include them in the answer �eld below or email them to 
info@visionzerocoalition.org

This form was created inside of LivableStreets Alliance.
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