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Candidate Questionnaire: People-centered Streets

Basic Information

If you would like to review a PDF of the entire questionnaire, you may �nd it here:  
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/livablestreetsalliance/pages/1689/attachments/original/1503520445
/Candidate_Questionnaire__Somerville__-_People-centered_streets.pdf?1503520445

Maryann Heuston

Ward 2 Alderman Somerville

Maryann Heuston

Committee to Elect Maryann Heuston

Candidate name (�rst and last) *

O�ce that the candidate is seeking (include district number if applicable) *

Name of person completing the questionnaire (�rst and last) *

Name and EIN of the committee (if applicable)
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mheuston@hotmail.com

115 Beacon St. Somerville , MA 02143

857-523-9575

@maryann4ward2

Maryann Heuston

Campaign email address *

Campaign address

Campaign phone number

Campaign website

Campaign Twitter

Campaign Facebook
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About You

Yes

No

Almost daily for errands, community events constituent meetings. As the Ward 2 Alderman I 
organized "Neighborhood Walks" with residents so that mobility , neighborhood and tra�c 
issues could be discussed from a street perspective.

Yes

No

Red Line and Orange line commuting to Boston and to work in Malden

Yes

No

1. Do you personally walk to destinations in your community? If yes, how
often do you do so?

Comments

2. Do you personally travel by/ use public transit to get around? If yes, which
trains and buses do you routinely use?

Comments

3. Do you personally bike in your community or commute by bike to other
communities? If no, would you be willing to give it a try periodically, e.g.
once or twice per month?
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I have biked in the past for enjoyment but prior to signi�cant changes in Somerville that have 
improved the biking experience. I would be willing to try again now that Cambridge and 
Somerville seem to be making progress in this area. I wish more neighboring communities 
would.

Policy proposals

Please articulate concrete and feasible policy and budgetary proposals to advance the following goals. If you 
would like to submit supporting materials, please submit them on page 6 at the end of the questionnaire or 
email your proposals to info@visionzerocoalition.org. 

Note that there is a glossary available at 
www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire

*indicates a de�nition available in the glossary 

Comments

mailto:info@visionzerocoalition.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire&sa=D&ust=1505436213462000&usg=AFQjCNFQsbL6ufC_i7ZB-XjqbY0qPAAC8w
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As an elected o�cial who has long supported Pedestrian and Cyclist safety and tra�c calming 
measures funding for these important initiatives is critical. In Somerville, since the adoption of 
the City's Safe- Start  Initiative in 2009                  ( addressing high-risk intersection upgrades) 
to the approval of our Complete Streets Ordinance in 2013, to the imminent commitment to 
Vision 0 (to be o�cially announced on September 6th 2017) I have supported  the prioritization 
of funding in the City budget to achieve those goals as well as to look for opportunities to 
leverage other funding sources. 
They are:  
- Leveraging developer contributions to transportation and infrastructure improvements which 
allows the City to pursue a project such as the Union Square Early Intervention plan essentially 
prioritizing mitigation funds to tra�c infrastructure needs. 
- When necessary, supporting bonding to fund projects through capital projects 
- Supporting yearly budget appropriations which adequately fund Tra�c and Parking, DPW, 
Engineering and Transportation Planning- all key departments which have a role in designing 
and implementing safer crosswalks and intersections 
- Supporting low cost treatments which can save money and yield good results such as 
Neighborways,  tree plantings,etc. 
- Earlier this year I played a leadership role in recently adopted zoning and development 
agreements for Union Square which include substantial mechanisms requiring developer 
contributions for bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.

1. How will you work to establish funding for the infrastructure changes
needed to slow tra�c on your community’s streets, and improve crosswalks
and intersections to make them safer for people who are walking and using
mobility assistive devices?
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My continued advocacy for the GLX spans the 16 years I have been an Alderman and I fought 
very hard to make sure the spur into Union Square, the area I represent was not abandoned by 
the T in its redesign and reduced budget. I recognized this as an  important station which 
would connect riders in the heart of the square directly to Boston as well as to West 
Somerville, a badly needed connection. 
 I will also ask the City to provide comment on the "Key Bus Routes" document provided by the 
State to get a City based perspective.  i also will ask that we ask the MBTA to provide data that 
we need to see where we need to advocate further for public transportation and for 
information related to location and frequency of bus stops since bus routes sometimes do not 
bene�t by frequent stops and discourage ridership because the trip takes too long.

Through my advocacy , the Beacon street Reconstruction project will contain the �rst 
Cycletrack in the City and just recently I advocated and got separated lanes on Medford St., 
Webster Ave and Somerville Ave. I voted for resolutions to save the Community Path a 
signi�cant pedestrian and biking connection for the City.

2. How will you improve the reach, frequency, and quality of public transit in
Somerville?

3. How will you ensure fast-tracked implementation of a city-wide network
of off-street paths and protected bike lanes* on major thoroughfares and
connecting streets that are comfortable for people of all ages and abilities?
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Concerns about safety and the lack of separated bike lanes throughout the City are obstacles 
to getting more bikes in neighborhoods. I have advocated for reduced speeds and safety 
zones, physical tra�c calming methods and a City wide Mobility Plan and bike route plan. I 
also voted for a City ordinance to require large vehicles to be equipped with side-guard 
equipment to protect cyclists. 
I represent the Board of Aldermen on the City's Bicycle Committee and in that capacity work 
closely with the bike community on how we can keep moving this agenda forward. Creating 
low stress networks through Neighborways is also something that I have been involved in and 
helped to create the playbook for. 
By organizing with my constituents in June of 2017 a signi�cant community effort has resulted 
in a Neighborways on Dimick street and Marion street that is already having a positive effect 
on safety and tra�c calming, another is on the docket for my Ward which I will jump into with 
zeal.

Revenue streams from developers will help to build the infrastructure this city is committed to 
in relation to biking and if bonding is necessary I will support that as well.

Yes/no questions

Note that explanations for your responses are not required, but provide useful context and are strongly 
encouraged. 

*indicates a de�nition available in the glossary (available here: 
http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire)  

4. How will you increase access to biking in every neighborhood equally?
What do you see as the major obstacles to encouraging ridership, and how
will you address them?

5. How will you increase funding for biking infrastructure?

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire&sa=D&ust=1505436213463000&usg=AFQjCNGS-d5AUxQ2_r_JsD2JQpQvzmRApQ
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Yes

No

Yes, in fact the City will formally adopt Vision 0 on September 6, 2017 and I am supporting that 
effort and will offer some remarks at the event since Ward 2 is on the leading edge of 
transformation from a dangerous throughway for tra�c to one of a more calm and steady slow 
moving street pattern due to initiatives like the Union square Early Action plan which  has fast 
tracked changes to  street scapes, signalling and lane designations. It is important for 
Somerville to make this step due to its proximity to Cambridge and Boston to promote 
consistency of purpose when traveling through one City to another

Yes

No

1. Do you support the adoption of Vision Zero* and funding for its rapid
implementation? Vision Zero is an approach which aims to eliminate tra�c
fatalities and serious injuries by 2030 and has been adopted by several
communities, including Boston and Cambridge. *

Please explain your choice

2. Do you support lowering design speeds* through tra�c calming
measures* on downtown and neighborhood streets as a means of
enhancing the safety of people walking, using mobility assistive devices,
biking, and driving? This may involve the expansion and enhancement of
programs like Neighborhood Slow Streets* (Boston) and Neighborways*
(Somerville). *
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I was an early advocate and support for the successful change in speed limit in Somerville to 
25 mph and also the establishment of 20 mph safety zones which I  support adopting City 
wide. As stated , I organized and successfully implemented a Neighborways in Ward 2 and I 
am convinced that this an effective , low cost way to calm tra�c  and sends a message that in 
Somerville we promote tra�c calming and safe streets.

Yes

No

This is a good way to get speeds down and catch the running of red lights which I see so often  
and police can't keep up with every infraction. The State Legislature may not be keen on 
passing this but it is an important way to make our streets safer.

Yes

No

Please explain your choice

3. One key strategy that has been proven to effectively reduce speeding,
improve safety, and remove racial bias in tra�c enforcement in other states
and countries is automated enforcement (i.e. speed cameras and red light
cameras). Do you support state legislation that authorizes the use of
automated enforcement in Massachusetts, per the July 2017
recommendation of the National Transportation Safety Board*? *

Please explain your choice

4. Do you support redesigning space on the street in order to improve safety
for people biking by creating protected bike lanes? *
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During the early stages of planning and design for the Beacon street reconstruction project I 
fought for the cycle track to be a part of the design and had to work very hard to keep that in 
the design despite some signi�cant opposition from residents related to loss of parking.  Now 
that the project is underway and moving toward completion ,I am still �ghting for 
accountability from contractors and state agencies to ensure that the cycle track is opened by 
the end of the 2017 construction season. I will not back down from that �ght because we have 
been waiting for so long for this. 
I have also supported recent changes in Union Square that have included park-protected bike 
lanes, advocated for construction of separated lanes on Webster Ave, Medford st and 
Somerville Ave and for the continuation of protected bike lanes further down Webster Ave

Yes

No

I have endorsed Beacon street's redesign for 2016-2018 construction which includes curb 
extensions 
I have endorsed Union Square redesign for 2016-2018 construction which includes curb 
extensions 
And back in 2009-2011 redesign for Somerville Ave I endorsed the inclusion of curb extensions

Yes

No

Please explain your choice

5. Do you support the increased use of curb extensions* to improve safety
and visibility at intersections, even if it requires the removal of one to two
parking spaces? *

Please explain your choice

6. Do you commit to implementation of improved bike facilities identi�ed in
your community's Bike Network Plan or do you commit to the creation of a
Bike Network Plan if none already exists? *
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I am advocating for a City Wide mobility plan that includes a city-wide bike route plan and I 
advocated for the Union Square neighborhood plan to include a bike facilities plan element

Yes

No

I advocated for developer contributions along the Community path in Brickbottom and Grand 
Junction Path near Medford street

Yes

No

Yes and one of the best ways to do that is to insure that streets are walk able with proper ADA 
amenities and by providing the necessary tra�c calming and signalling to help seniors to feel 
that walking is a safe activity that the City supports. I have proposed that the City establish a 
Pedestrian Safety Committee as has been done with the Somerville Bike committee to solicit 
continual input from residents and I think seniors would play a key role on the Committee

Please explain your choice

7. Do you support the creation of the joint biking-pedestrian Grand Junction
Path and Somerville Community Path through mandates, resolutions or
zoning ordinances targeted at adjacent property owners? *

Please explain your choice

8. Will you address age-friendly walking in your community -- an issue raised
by many seniors as critical to their ability to “age in community”? If yes,
how? *

Please explain your choice
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Yes

No

I have supported the MBTA bus lane on Prospect street as part of the Union Square Early 
action project 
i also advocated for a bus-friendly design for Somerville Ave in the upcoming sewer project 
and street restoration

Yes

No

Potential revenue sources could include a higher fee for a 2nd or 3rd parking permit, etc. but I 
have played a leadership role in the recently adopted zoning regulations and development 
agreements for Union square which includes substantial mechanisms requiring developer 
contributions for bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure

Yes

No

9. Do you support the restriction of on-street parking during rush hour on
major thoroughfares in order to provide lanes for the exclusive use of
buses? *

Please explain your choice

10. Do you support exploring new ways of raising revenue to provide the
City of Somerville with more tools to improve conditions for people walking,
using mobility assistive devices, and biking (e.g. congestion pricing)? If yes,
please give examples that interest you. *

Please explain your choice

11. Do you support raising the annual fee for residential parking permits? *
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For a 2nd or 3rd permit and for business permit parking placards

Yes

No

Union Square and Davis Square are prime places for something like this as well as Assembly 
Square where meter rates could increase during prime times or even as the parking is closer to 
those commercial areas

Supporting materials

If you would like to submit supporting materials, please include them in the answer �eld below or email them to 
info@visionzerocoalition.org

Please explain your choice

12. Do you support the rollout of dynamic parking meter pricing* (i.e.
increasing meter rates during periods of increased demand) in business
districts to free up on-street parking and reduce cars “cruising” for open
spaces? *

Please explain your choice

mailto:info@visionzerocoalition.org
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• Voted to allocate funding for City’s “Safe-Start” initiative 2009 (addressing high-risk 
intersection upgrades) 
• 
Voted to pass Massachusetts' �rst Complete Streets ordinance in 2013 
• Advocated for new tra�c calming program (improve transparency for public and use data to 
prioritize limited funding) 
• Organized and advocated for Somerville Neighborways program (engage residents and use 
crowd-funding and municipal match to perform tactical urbanism tra�c calming projects) 
• Zoning overhaul will create predictable revenue streams from private developers for off-site 
tra�c calming mitigation 
• Took courageous vote to save the Green Line and Community Path from cancellation 
• Working on pilot project for bus prioritization in Union Square (queue jump lane) 
• Advocating for Citywide Mobility Plan that includes city-wide bike route plan 
• Advocating for rapid implementation of Webster Avenue protected bike lanes 
• Advocating for accountability for state agencies, private utilities and their contractors when 
project delays and schedule modi�cations are proposed, including ensuring that the Beacon 
Street cycletrack is opened by the end of the 2017 construction season 
• Advocating for completion of Beacon Street cycletrack and construction of separated lanes 
on Webster Avenue, Medford Street and Somerville Avenue 
• Voted for 2017 Somerville ordinance to require large vehicles to be equipped with side-guard 
equipment to protect pedestrians and bicyclists 
• Voted to lower the Citywide speed limit in Somerville from 30mph to 25mph 
• Voted to implement widespread adoption of 20mph safety zones throughout Somerville 
• Advocated to complement speed limit changes with physical tra�c calming measures 
• Consensus building around the Beacon Street cycletrack design process   
• Support for the recent changes in Union Square that have included parking-protected bike 
lanes 
• Advocated for continuation of protected bike lanes down Webster Avenue. 
• Endorsed Somerville Avenue’s redesign for 2008-2011 construction, which included 
numerous curb extensions 
• Endorsed Beacon Street’s redesign for 2016-2018 construction, which includes curb 
extensions 
• Endorsed Union Square redesign for 2016-2017 construction, which includes curb extensions 
• Advocated for Union Square neighborhood plan to include a bike facilities plan element 
• Advocating for rapid implementation of key elements including Webster Avenue protected 
lanes 
• Played a leadership role in recently adopted zoning regulations and development agreements 
for Union Square, which includes substantial mechanisms requiring developer contributions for 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure 
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• Advocated for developer contributions along Community Path in Brickbottom and Grand 
Junction Path near Medford Street 
• Working on new citywide zoning to establish similar developer contribution mechanisms in 
other locations 
• Advocated to give MBTA bus lane at Prospect Street as part of Union Square Early Action 
project 
• Advocated for bus-friendly design for Somerville Avenue streetscape reconstruction in 
upcoming sewer project and street restoration 
• Developer contributions 
I am a member of the Somerville Bike Committee

This form was created inside of LivableStreets Alliance.
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