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Candidate Questionnaire: People-centered Streets

Basic Information

If you would like to review a PDF of the entire questionnaire, you may �nd it here:  
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/livablestreetsalliance/pages/1689/attachments/original/1503520445
/Candidate_Questionnaire__Somerville__-_People-centered_streets.pdf?1503520445

Joseph Curtatone

Mayor of Somerville

Gregory Maynard

Committee to Elect Joseph Curtatone

Candidate name (�rst and last) *

O�ce that the candidate is seeking (include district number if applicable) *

Name of person completing the questionnaire (�rst and last) *

Name and EIN of the committee (if applicable)

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/livablestreetsalliance/pages/1689/attachments/original/1503520445/Candidate_Questionnaire__Somerville__-_People-centered_streets.pdf?1503520445&sa=D&ust=1505436296659000&usg=AFQjCNEYMTxlo8VKX_2D0EV1DrNgt9ySzw
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greg@maynardstrategies.com

PO Box 15 Boston MA 02137

978-758-5788

joecurtatone.com

https://twitter.com/JoeCurtatone

https://www.facebook.com/jcurtatone/

Campaign email address *

Campaign address

Campaign phone number

Campaign website

Campaign Twitter

Campaign Facebook
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About You

Yes

No

I walk every morning with my wife around our neighborhood in Somerville Ten Hills. 
Sometimes we take the path along the Mystic River to Assembly Row. I also walk to meetings 
during the day, typically from City Hall down to Union Square. 

Yes

No

I sometimes like the Red Line down to Harvard Square. More frequently I take the Orange Line 
from Assembly Row to downtown Boston for professional and political events. Assembly Row 
is right across Rt. 28 from my home-neighborhood Ten Hills in Somerville.

Yes

No

1. Do you personally walk to destinations in your community? If yes, how
often do you do so?

Comments

2. Do you personally travel by/ use public transit to get around? If yes, which
trains and buses do you routinely use?

Comments

3. Do you personally bike in your community or commute by bike to other
communities? If no, would you be willing to give it a try periodically, e.g.
once or twice per month?
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I bike with my 4 boys at the Fells Reservation, the Mystic River Reservation, and we also take 
the Minuteman Path.

Policy proposals

Please articulate concrete and feasible policy and budgetary proposals to advance the following goals. If you 
would like to submit supporting materials, please submit them on page 6 at the end of the questionnaire or 
email your proposals to info@visionzerocoalition.org. 

Note that there is a glossary available at 
www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire

*indicates a de�nition available in the glossary 

Comments

mailto:info@visionzerocoalition.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire&sa=D&ust=1505436296666000&usg=AFQjCNFtgPznY96b1_W72Y6SXWdzOtiYhw
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Under my leadership, the City of Somerville has delivered high levels of funding for both large-
scale capital infrastructure upgrades as well as small scale operations & maintenance of 
walking and bicycling infrastructure. Every year, our Tra�c & Parking department invests to 
repaint crosswalks and bike lanes. For smaller scale, year-to-year street maintenance, 
Somerville administers roughly local Chapter 90 funding annually, and my administration has 
successfully implemented a series of operational protocols that align paving funds with street 
design funds and lane marking funds to expand infrastructure for walking and bicycling.  

Highland Avenue in Davis Square provides a great recent example of this approach, and we are 
applying this strategy to build tra�c calming infrastructure on Cedar Street and Lowell Street in 
fall 2017, and Powder House Boulevard in spring 2018. For larger capital projects, the City has 
had an exceptional record of securing outside grant awards and traditional municipal bond 
�nancing that speci�cally target creating better streets for people. Recent examples include $2 
million for McGrath Highway’s interim improvements, $9 million for East Broadway’s road diet 
and streetscape, and $11 million for Beacon Street reconstruction.  

My administration is currently working to secure �nancing for large-scale streetscape 
reconstruction on Somerville Avenue between Medford Street and Prospect Street as well as 
Mystic Avenue at key pedestrian intersections including Shore Drive, Temple Street and the 
Kensington Underpass.

1. How will you work to establish funding for the infrastructure changes
needed to slow tra�c on your community’s streets, and improve crosswalks
and intersections to make them safer for people who are walking and using
mobility assistive devices?
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The City of Somerville has a unique and productive partnership with the MBTA. Regarding day-
to-day operations, the City has worked on bus route optimization, including through stop 
planning, lane markings, and signal work. In late 2017 a bus prioritization project will be 
completed at the corner of Mystic Avenue and Temple Street, and a small-scale bus 
prioritization lane will be tested on Prospect Street in Union Square.  

Regarding major service expansions, my Administration championed and strategized 
construction of the Orange Line station at Assembly Square, and we secured $15 million from 
the private developer at Assembly Row to help pay for it. More recently, I led a coalition of 
community partners that saved the Green Line Extension from cancellation; the City continues 
its work to support the MBTA’s project team as construction resumes in late 2017.  

Our 2018 priority for new service planning is related to Bus Rapid Transit connecting the Logan 
Airport-Chelsea Silver Line expansion to Kendall Square via Somerville. As we work to make 
sure that all our residents can bene�t from these service expansions, my focus will be on safe 
walking and bicycling routes to bus and rail transit.

In mid-2017, I directed my administration to fast-track a small pilot of a parking-protected bike 
lane on Washington Street between Union Square and McGrath Highway; installation of this 
facility will be completed in September. In late 2017, parking protected bike lanes will be 
installed on Broadway between Ball Square and Magoun Square, and on Washington Street 
between Sullivan Square and Tufts Street.

2. How will you improve the reach, frequency, and quality of public transit in
Somerville?

3. How will you ensure fast-tracked implementation of a city-wide network
of off-street paths and protected bike lanes* on major thoroughfares and
connecting streets that are comfortable for people of all ages and abilities?
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In Somerville, community advocacy and agency can vary widely among our residents. I have 
directed my Administration’s planning team to emphasize geographic and demographic equity 
in our bicycle facilities planning so that all of our residents have access to quality facilities that 
serve all ages and abilities. I have also established and scaled-up the “SomerViva” multilingual 
engagement program in the City’s Communications Department to build capacity for advocacy 
among the City’s large population of residents who may speak English as a second language. 
East Broadway in East Somerville is our most progressive recent street reconstruction, and 
post-construction data collected by my staff indicate that bicycle ridership is increasing as 
intended in this historic environmental justice neighborhood. Parking-protected bike facilities 
will be installed on Washington Street in East Somerville in late 2017. Winter Hill is another 
neighborhood prioritized by this equity focus; the City has secured outside resources to rebuild 
Mystic Avenue as a more humane street, and will complete multimodal improvements in 2017 
and 2018. A bicycle lane will be striped on Temple Street in late 2017. Central Broadway in 
Winter Hill will receive new pavement markings in 2018 after roadway resurfacing.

My Administration has delivered tremendous federal, state, local and private resources to 
improve bicycling infrastructure in Somerville. In late 2017 and early 2018, the City will be 
administering $400,000 of MassDOT funding through the state’s Complete Streets grant 
program, $100,000 of federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding, and 
$100,000 in local pavement marking funds. We recently concluded an agreement with 
Eversource to provide roughly $1 million in multimodal improvements along Mystic Avenue, 
and large private developers are obligate to pay mitigation fees for off-site streetscape 
infrastructure calculated at predictable, per-square-foot rates. Beyond capital construction, my 
Administration is proposing to add temporary project management staff for large capital 
projects.

4. How will you increase access to biking in every neighborhood equally?
What do you see as the major obstacles to encouraging ridership, and how
will you address them?

5. How will you increase funding for biking infrastructure?
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Yes/no questions

Note that explanations for your responses are not required, but provide useful context and are strongly 
encouraged. 

*indicates a de�nition available in the glossary (available here: 
http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire)  

Yes

No

Vision Zero is completely consistent with the values and priorities of the City of Somerville. Our 
City’s approach to public health, environmental resilience, and economic opportunity are all 
dependent on making Somerville the best place in the United States to walk, bicycle and ride 
public transit. My Administration has spent the past 18 months getting ready for Somerville’s 
Vision Zero commitment, preparing the analytical framework, peer community research and 
interagency coordination process needed for this policy initiative.

Yes

No

1. Do you support the adoption of Vision Zero* and funding for its rapid
implementation? Vision Zero is an approach which aims to eliminate tra�c
fatalities and serious injuries by 2030 and has been adopted by several
communities, including Boston and Cambridge. *

Please explain your choice

2. Do you support lowering design speeds* through tra�c calming
measures* on downtown and neighborhood streets as a means of
enhancing the safety of people walking, using mobility assistive devices,
biking, and driving? This may involve the expansion and enhancement of
programs like Neighborhood Slow Streets* (Boston) and Neighborways*
(Somerville). *

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.visionzerocoalition.org/glossary_for_2017_candidate_questionnaire&sa=D&ust=1505436296668000&usg=AFQjCNFKfFWOxFMVrb5pn_9OdVX5kiCODg
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Since my election as Mayor, I have asserted that Somerville will not serve as the on- and off-
ramp for the metro Boston driving public. Our streets are intended to serve people �rst, and my 
administration has a proven record of implementing tra�c calming measures to control driving 
speeds and improve safety for all road users. Our recent road-diet project on East Broadway 
was very controversial, with many critics challenging my Administration’s proposal to eliminate 
a travel lane in each direction in order to provide high-quality walking and bicycling 
infrastructure.

Yes

No

In my experience municipalities need every tool in the toolbox available to them.

Yes

No

Please explain your choice

3. One key strategy that has been proven to effectively reduce speeding,
improve safety, and remove racial bias in tra�c enforcement in other states
and countries is automated enforcement (i.e. speed cameras and red light
cameras). Do you support state legislation that authorizes the use of
automated enforcement in Massachusetts, per the July 2017
recommendation of the National Transportation Safety Board*? *

Please explain your choice

4. Do you support redesigning space on the street in order to improve safety
for people biking by creating protected bike lanes? *
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Re-balancing street space to serve non-automobile users has been a hallmark of my 
administration, and this commitment remains solid. When the City of Somerville was 
challenged to turn its back on a people-centered design for Beacon Street in 2013-2014, I made 
the controversial decision to include a separated bicycle facility at the expense of on-street 
parking.

Yes

No

Somerville has been using curb extensions with great success for many years, and we will 
continue to rely on them. My administration recently guided a design process for a major curb 
extension near Tufts University on College Avenue, understanding that the safety bene�ts far 
outweighed the 6-7 parking spaces that were removed. In late 2017, we will be constructing 
several curb extensions along Cedar Street between Broadway and Highland Avenue.

Yes

No

Please explain your choice

5. Do you support the increased use of curb extensions* to improve safety
and visibility at intersections, even if it requires the removal of one to two
parking spaces? *

Please explain your choice

6. Do you commit to implementation of improved bike facilities identi�ed in
your community's Bike Network Plan or do you commit to the creation of a
Bike Network Plan if none already exists? *

Please explain your choice
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Yes

No

Yes

No

My Administration recently published its ADA Transition Plan to guide investment around all-
ages and all-abilities walking infrastructure. This plan has been recognized as one the best-
written ADA Transition Plans in Massachusetts. 

Yes

No

7. Do you support the creation of the joint biking-pedestrian Grand Junction
Path and Somerville Community Path through mandates, resolutions or
zoning ordinances targeted at adjacent property owners? *

Please explain your choice

8. Will you address age-friendly walking in your community -- an issue raised
by many seniors as critical to their ability to “age in community”? If yes,
how? *

Please explain your choice

9. Do you support the restriction of on-street parking during rush hour on
major thoroughfares in order to provide lanes for the exclusive use of
buses? *
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MBTA ridership data illustrate the importance of bus transit for Somerville residents: in 2015 
there were roughly 20,000 daily bus boardings on an average weekday in Somerville. I have 
directed my staff to study national and local precedents for peak-hour bus prioritization lanes, 
including the recent example in the City of Everett. The City of Somerville is currently testing a 
similar pilot project on Prospect Street in Union Square, and intends to initiate queue-jump 
prioritization in September 2017. In 2018, the City will implement queue-jumping lanes on 
Broadway in Winter Hill to better serve the customers of the 89 and 101 bus routes.

Yes

No

As a Ten Hills resident and father of four, I am acutely aware of the public health impacts of 
vehicle exhaust from I-93’s 200,000 daily vehicle trips. Somerville has partnered with Tufts 
University to establish leading-edge academic research on the effects of particulate pollution, 
and is currently using that information to lobby for aggressive public intervention to get cars 
off the road. My Administration recently used cutting-edge cell phone data records to 
determine that 80% of tra�c in Union Square is regional cut-through tra�c. This information 
will also strengthen our ability to make arguments around policies to discourage automobile 
travel through Somerville. The City is currently working with adjacent municipalities, regional 
and state agencies to evaluate the bene�ts of congestion management road pricing at the 
regional scale, and is simultaneously investigating local equivalents through internal mobility 
planning work.

Please explain your choice

10. Do you support exploring new ways of raising revenue to provide the
City of Somerville with more tools to improve conditions for people walking,
using mobility assistive devices, and biking (e.g. congestion pricing)? If yes,
please give examples that interest you. *

Please explain your choice
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Yes

No

The City increased its fee structure in 2016, and I support continued efforts to right-size our 
parking fee structures.

Yes

No

Supporting materials

If you would like to submit supporting materials, please include them in the answer �eld below or email them to 
info@visionzerocoalition.org

11. Do you support raising the annual fee for residential parking permits? *

Please explain your choice

12. Do you support the rollout of dynamic parking meter pricing* (i.e.
increasing meter rates during periods of increased demand) in business
districts to free up on-street parking and reduce cars “cruising” for open
spaces? *

Please explain your choice

mailto:info@visionzerocoalition.org
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This form was created inside of LivableStreets Alliance.
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