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Over 60,000 visitors will explore the past, present, and future of Boston’s 

renowned green spaces, including the Boston Common and Public Garden, 

Charles River Esplanade, Back Bay Fens, Franklin Park, and more in this free 

exhibition. 



Breathing Room: Mapping Boston’s Green Spaces 
 
Travel back through time to explore the origins of Boston’s parks, community gardens, and other open spaces.  

Featuring maps from 1775 through the present day, Breathing Room tells the story of Boston’s phenomenal 

growth during the 19th century, the resulting overcrowding and spread of disease, and the solution: a system 

of public parks that came to define the city.   

 
Offering fresh air, light, exercise, and relaxation, the beautiful green spaces designed by renowned landscape 

architect Frederick Law Olmsted and his contemporaries literally provided “breathing room” for the working 

class and the wealthy alike.  

 

Alongside historical maps that provide a window to the past, visitors will view current plans for Boston’s 

future. What role will these green spaces play in our vision for Boston in 2030?  An interactive map will 

highlight the “10-Minute Walk to a Park Campaign” launched in October 2017 by 134 of the nation’s mayors, 

establishing the ambitious goal that all Americans should live within a half-mile of a high-quality park or green 

space.  This interactive will allow visitors to explore access to parks within their city and nationwide.   

 

Designed to appeal to a broad audience of all ages, Breathing Room will also feature engaging school 

programs, public lectures, and gallery talks for enhanced learning opportunities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
For further information, contact:  
Alison Cody 617-859-2138 or acody@leventhalmap.org 
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