
 
What city is the candidate 
running for office in? Somerville 

Candidate name: Mary Jo Rossetti 

Office that the candidate is 
seeking (include ward number 
if applicable) Councilor At Large 

Name of person completing 
survey: Mary Jo Rossetti 

Name and EIN of the 
committee (if applicable):  

Campaign e-mail address: AldermanRossetti@gmail.com 

Campaign address: 80 Electric Avenue 

Campaign phone number: 617-623-0092 

Campaign website:  

Campaign Twitter:  

Campaign Facebook: @CouncilorRossetti 

1. How do you move around 
your community and get to 
where you need to go? [600 
character limit] Walk or automobile 

2. What is a particularly 
dangerous problem or location 
in your community for people 
walking, biking, taking transit, 
or for people with disabilities 
that you’d like to see 
addressed? [600 character 
limit] 

With increased pedestrian and bicycle mobility over the past few 
years, we must revisit our roadways structure and increase 
safety measures for all commuters. I was proud to support our 
recent budget of additional employees and the creation of a new 
Department in this regard. 



3. Why do you think people 
who care about walking, 
biking, transit, and mobility 
issues should vote for you? 
[600 character limit] 

As a life long resident of my Community I have consistently 
advocated for and supported the addition of increased public 
transportation, albeit at an unforeseen cost of $50 million to our 
local taxpayers, a first in the Commonwealth. This mode of 
transportation I feel also encourages walking, wheel chairs, and 
bicycling from home to T stations. 

1. How will you ensure 
implementation of the 
infrastructure changes needed 
to slow traffic on your 
community’s streets, and 
improve crosswalks and 
intersections to make them 
safer for people who are 
walking and using mobility 
assistive devices? [1200 
character limit] 

I have very recently gone on Record in support of additional 
Funding in my Community to implement design plans for multiple 
areas in need of immediate attention to increased safety. I shall 
closely monitor this progress and request monthly updates from 
our Administration. 

2. How will you improve the 
reach, frequency, and quality 
of public transit in Somerville? 
[1200 character limit] As above. 

3. How will you ensure 
fast-tracked implementation of 
a city-wide network of 
off-street paths and protected 
bike lanes on major 
thoroughfares and connecting 
streets that are safe and 
comfortable for people of all 
ages and abilities? [1200 
character limit] As answered in #1 



1. Vision Zero is an approach 
which aims to eliminate traffic 
fatalities and serious injuries 
and has been adopted by 
Boston, Cambridge, and 
Somerville, and many other 
cities across the country. Do 
you support the principles of 
Vision Zero policies and 
funding for their rapid 
implementation? Strongly Support 

  

2. One key strategy that has 
been proven to effectively 
reduce speeding, improve 
safety, and remove racial bias 
in traffic enforcement in other 
states and countries is 
automated enforcement (i.e. 
speed cameras and red light 
cameras). Do you support 
S.1376, An Act relative to 
automated enforcement, which 
if passed would authorize 
cities and towns in 
Massachusetts to opt into the 
use of automated 
enforcement? To see the full 
text of the bill, visit 
malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1
376 Strongly Support 

 
Our City Council has previously gone on Record in support and 
forwarded communication to the State Legislature as such. 



3. Do you support the 
implementation of improved 
bike facilities identified in your 
community’s Bike Network 
Plan or do you support the 
creation of a Bike Network 
Plan if none already exists? Strongly Support 

  

4. Do you support creating 
age-friendly walking 
conditions in your community 
-- an issue raised by many 
seniors as critical to their 
ability to “age in community”? Strongly Support 

If yes, how?  

5. Do you support the 
restriction of on-street parking 
during rush hour in order to 
create dedicated bus lanes on 
certain major thoroughfares 
where bus riders experience 
significant delays due to traffic 
congestion? Strongly Support 

 
We have already begun creating and planning for additional bus 
lanes in this regard. 

6. Do you support exploring 
new ways of raising revenue to 
provide Somerville with more 
tools to improve conditions for 
people walking, using mobility 
assistive devices, biking, and 
using public transit (e.g. 
increasing the gas tax, 
implementing congestion 
pricing, increasing fees on 
Uber/Lyft)? Strongly Support 



If yes, please give examples 
that interest you. 

As one example, I shall request the Administration discuss with 
our City Council the possibility of adding this fee structure to 
Uber/Lyft 

7. Do you support the rollout 
of dynamic parking meter 
pricing in business districts, 
which would increase meter 
rates during periods of 
increased demand, to free up 
on-street parking and reduce 
cars “cruising” for open 
spaces? Neither Support nor Oppose 

 
I have not heard of this previously and welcome discussion in 
this regard. 

8. Do you support raising the 
annual fee for residential 
parking permits? Neither Support nor Oppose 

 

We have begun discussion on this matter and I anticipate our 
recommendation this Fall. (Note: our City Council has no 
Authority here - it is in the hands of our Traffic Commission). 

9. Do you support reducing or 
eliminating MBTA fares for 
people with low income? Strongly Support 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 


