
 
What city is the candidate 
running for office in? Somerville 

Candidate name: Bill White 

Office that the candidate is 
seeking (include ward number 
if applicable) Councilor at Large 

Name of person completing 
survey: Bill White 

Name and EIN of the 
committee (if applicable):  

Campaign e-mail address: william.a.white@verizon.net 

Campaign address: 125 Ten Hills Rd. 

Campaign phone number: 6176259110 

Campaign website: aldermanwhite.org 

Campaign Twitter: na 

Campaign Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100006618305553/ 

1. How do you move around 
your community and get to 
where you need to go? [600 
character limit] 

Generally, I like to walk as a first priority. When driving, I try to 
car pool to the maximum extent possible. Because of my 
physical condition, I do not bike. 

2. What is a particularly 
dangerous problem or location 
in your community for people 
walking, biking, taking transit, 
or for people with disabilities 
that you’d like to see 
addressed? [600 character 
limit] 

The Route 28 corridor, which is a major access point from 
Cambridge through to Assembly Square is particularly 
dangerous. The Stop and Shop is the closest supermarket to the 
10 Hills Neighborhood. It is not pedestrian friendly because of 
the location of the Route 93 off and on ramps and traffic 
signalization onto Route 28 and Mystic Ave. Pedestrian's 
especially complain. Further down Route 28, pedestrian access 
is decent but there is no direct biking access to the Mystic River 
at Assembly. Walkind the riverbank at Assembly Row at least 5 
days per week, I observe few people biking. 

http://aldermanwhite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100006618305553/


3. Why do you think people 
who care about walking, 
biking, transit, and mobility 
issues should vote for you? 
[600 character limit] 

First and foremost, I have always supported funding Safe 
Streets/ vision zero and bike/pedestrian improvements while on 
the Council, most recently this June. In 2014 I voted for the 
Complete Streets Ordinance, the first passed in Mass. I have 
also worked with and supported Somerville's Bicycle Committee 
and disability community advocates in addressing issues. For a 
number of years I supported the Friends of the Community Path 
in their efforts for the T to construct the Community Path as part 
of the Green Line Extension (including proposed changes). 

1. How will you ensure 
implementation of the 
infrastructure changes needed 
to slow traffic on your 
community’s streets, and 
improve crosswalks and 
intersections to make them 
safer for people who are 
walking and using mobility 
assistive devices? [1200 
character limit] 

By City Charter and state law, the City Council's role in 
Somerville is to approve funding requests from the Mayor. The 
Council does not vote on the location of dedicated bike lanes, 
parking restrictions, permit fees, the construction and location of 
traffic calming measures such as "bump outs," speed tables, and 
the like, the location of ADA ramps, cross walks, traffic lights, 
audio signalization, the posting of "stop signs, or the direction of 
streets. We cannot amend the budget to include extra funding 
for any items. All we can do is cut from the budget. Once funded, 
the City's Traffic Commission and the Mayor's office have control 
of when, where and how these types of improvements are 
implemented. Thus, the only direct way the City Council can 
insure implementation of these changes is by approving funding. 
The Council, of course, provides a bully pulpit to promote these 
changes. We hold public hearings so that the public can 
participate. We also investigate the implementation of the goals 
of vision zero by calling City staff to appear and pass orders. I 
will continue to support the funding of vision zero activities and 
push the City forward on those goals. 

2. How will you improve the 
reach, frequency, and quality 
of public transit in Somerville? 
[1200 character limit] 

This is an issue solely within the control of the state. I vigorously 
supported the Green Line Extension since its inception at 
numerous public hearings. I ultimately voted to approve the 
City's contribution of $50 Million that was necessary for the 
Green Line Extension go go forward. This project will certainly 
improve the reach, frequency and quality of public transit in 
Somerville. I have also spoken against the removal of elevators 
from some of the GLX stations, which impacts the ability of 
seniors and those requiring mobility assistance to utilize the 
GLX. The actual routing of buses, frequency of trips and reach is 
solely within the province of the T. City staff does work with the T 



on those issues and we certainly reach out to City staff where 
we believe improvements are appropriate and City staff will 
reach out the T, but they have ultimate control. No greater 
example exists than the refusal of the T to include elevators in 
some GLX stations or alter the Community Path in response to 
excellent recommendations by Friends of the Community Path. 

3. How will you ensure 
fast-tracked implementation of 
a city-wide network of 
off-street paths and protected 
bike lanes on major 
thoroughfares and connecting 
streets that are safe and 
comfortable for people of all 
ages and abilities? [1200 
character limit] 

As discussed above, there is no ability of the City Council to 
ensure any of these items except to the extent already described 
in the answer to question 1. As I have in the past, I will vote for 
funding these items and push for their funding and 
implementation by the Mayor's office through public hearings, 
the passage of orders and resolutions and bringing City Staff 
before the Council to address their implementation. 

1. Vision Zero is an approach 
which aims to eliminate traffic 
fatalities and serious injuries 
and has been adopted by 
Boston, Cambridge, and 
Somerville, and many other 
cities across the country. Do 
you support the principles of 
Vision Zero policies and 
funding for their rapid 
implementation? Strongly Support 

 
My record on votes on the City budgets throughout the years 
shows my support for funding. 

2. One key strategy that has 
been proven to effectively 
reduce speeding, improve 
safety, and remove racial bias 
in traffic enforcement in other 
states and countries is 
automated enforcement (i.e. 
speed cameras and red light 
cameras). Do you support 
S.1376, An Act relative to 
automated enforcement, which 
if passed would authorize Strongly Support 



cities and towns in 
Massachusetts to opt into the 
use of automated 
enforcement? To see the full 
text of the bill, visit 
malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1
376 

 
The Somerville City Council unanimously passed a resolution in 
support of that bill. 

3. Do you support the 
implementation of improved 
bike facilities identified in your 
community’s Bike Network 
Plan or do you support the 
creation of a Bike Network 
Plan if none already exists? Strongly Support 

 
In the past I voted for the steps necessary for the City to 
participate in the Hubway/Blue Bikes program. 

4. Do you support creating 
age-friendly walking 
conditions in your community 
-- an issue raised by many 
seniors as critical to their 
ability to “age in community”? Strongly Support 

If yes, how? 

Because of concerns of people requiring mobility assistance, I 
have consistently opposed the construction of brick sidewalks 
and cross walks. A few years ago members of the Disability 
Commission of the City of Somerville raised this issue. As chair 
of the Committee on Public Health and Public Safety, I held a 
number of meetings to allow the public to raise these issues and 
present them to City staff. The use of this material appears to 
have been substantially reduced for new construction and City 
staff is also repairing current brick pavers with a large reduction 



in complaints. 

5. Do you support the 
restriction of on-street parking 
during rush hour in order to 
create dedicated bus lanes on 
certain major thoroughfares 
where bus riders experience 
significant delays due to traffic 
congestion? Strongly Support 

 

The City of Somerville already implemented a dedicated bus 
lane on lower Broadway. We also have a program to implement 
"bus jump" lanes. 

6. Do you support exploring 
new ways of raising revenue to 
provide Somerville with more 
tools to improve conditions for 
people walking, using mobility 
assistive devices, biking, and 
using public transit (e.g. 
increasing the gas tax, 
implementing congestion 
pricing, increasing fees on 
Uber/Lyft)? Strongly Support 

If yes, please give examples 
that interest you. 

As a City we cannot implement gas tax increases, congestion 
pricing or Uber/Lyft fees. These are all steps that the state 
should implement. For many years, folks have proposed 
implementing some sort of a toll system on Route 93 to promote 
more use of rapid transit. Better rapid transit or a substantial 
improvement of the commuter rail system would probably have 
to accompany such fees. With the existence of the Mass EZ 
pass, congestion pricing or setting a toll on Route 93 would 
seem to be technologically feasible at little cost. 

7. Do you support the rollout 
of dynamic parking meter 
pricing in business districts, 
which would increase meter 
rates during periods of 
increased demand, to free up 
on-street parking and reduce 
cars “cruising” for open 
spaces? Somewhat Support 



 

I would have to see a study for the particular business district 
and whether increased fees actually would have an effect. A 
number of our business districts have suffered a decline in 
business and their income, because of the Green Line Extension 
construction. Many of these businesses are small "mom and 
pop" operations, so I would be hesitant to increase meter fees 
which might further impact their business. Also, once the Green 
Line stops are open, traffic should be reduced in many of our 
business districts. 

8. Do you support raising the 
annual fee for residential 
parking permits? Somewhat Support 

 

It depends on the amount of the fee and whether there would be 
relief for people who cannot take public transit based on income. 
Because of changing job locations away from Boston, public 
transit does not reach many locations where blue collar jobs 
exist. Many older residents need a car for tasks like food 
shopping and taking bundles home. Therefore, any substantial 
increase in permit fees as a disincentive towards car ownership 
would not seem to apply or be fair to certain categories of 
people. 

9. Do you support reducing or 
eliminating MBTA fares for 
people with low income? Strongly Support 

 
I would certainly support a resolution in support of such a 
concept and lobby our local delegation to support it. 

  

 
 
 
 
 


