
 
What city is the candidate 
running for office in? Somerville 

Candidate name: Stephanie Hirsch 

Office that the candidate is 
seeking (include ward number 
if applicable) City Councilor at Large 

Name of person completing 
survey: Stephanie Hirsch 

Name and EIN of the 
committee (if applicable): Stephanie Hirsch 

Campaign e-mail address: stephanie@stephaniehirsch.org 

Campaign address: 17 Fremont Ave 

Campaign phone number: 6175124847 

Campaign website:  

Campaign Twitter:  

Campaign Facebook:  

1. How do you move around 
your community and get to 
where you need to go? [600 
character limit] 

My family of five has been car-free since 2012, and we get 
around by walking and bus. We mainly take the 86, 87, 91, and 
CT2. About once a month, we take a Lyft or Zipcar. The 
availability of real-time transit data, as well as the availability of 
Zipcar and Lyft and mobile technology, has helped us live 
without a car. We are now helping our two oldest kids – ages 11 
and 13 – learn how to navigate the greater Boston area on their 
own. Here is a column I wrote on how people are handling living 
car-free: 
https://somerville.wickedlocal.com/news/20190423/hirsch-thoug
hts-on-car-free-living-in-somerville 



2. What is a particularly 
dangerous problem or location 
in your community for people 
walking, biking, taking transit, 
or for people with disabilities 
that you’d like to see 
addressed? [600 character 
limit] 

Intersections: Many places are dangerous, and they differ in 
terms of the level of risk, the amount of investment required to 
change the intersection, and the how much control the city has. 
Working with resident advocates, we have compiled lists of 
these problem areas and shared them with the City, hoping they 
will prioritize steps to take and update us on progress. Policy: 
There are more general areas we need to work on, including: 
signaling design; traffic law enforcement policy and practice; 
automated enforcement; driveway safety; mobility for vulnerable 
groups; and more. 

3. Why do you think people 
who care about walking, 
biking, transit, and mobility 
issues should vote for you? 
[600 character limit] 

Increasing travel safety including improving/expanding access to 
transit has been one of my top three priorities. With Councilor 
Niedergang, we have met monthly with resident advocates for a 
year to push for the City to take steps, including: 1. Forming a 
staffed pedestrian/transit advocacy group; 2. Increasing 
investment in traffic engineering staffing and capital 
improvements; and 3. Splitting out mobility as a division to 
increase focus on and resources for the issues. The City has 
committed to doing all three of these, and there’s much more 
work to be done. 

1. How will you ensure 
implementation of the 
infrastructure changes needed 
to slow traffic on your 
community’s streets, and 
improve crosswalks and 
intersections to make them 
safer for people who are 
walking and using mobility 
assistive devices? [1200 
character limit] 

I support implementation of the priorities developed by the 
Pedestrian and Transit Advocacy Group that has met monthly in 
Somerville for the last year, and that submitted these priorities 
as a petition, signed by 350 people. See: 
http://somervillecityma.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?
Frame=&MeetingID=2855&MediaPosition=9013.719&ID=20338
&CssClass= 
The City should: 
• Address issues raised by constituents regarding the 
implementation of traffic calming measures on Powder House 
Boulevard... 
• Accelerate plans to redesign Powder House Circle to 
significantly increase safety for vulnerable road users. 
• Create a permanent City-staffed Pedestrian and Transit 
Advisory Committee by June 2019.... 
• Add two transportation planners as mid-year hires to help 
with traffic engineering... 
• Add at least two Somerville police officers to the Traffic 
Unit to increase enforcement, and regularly report on traffic 
citations issued (payable and warning)... 



• Identify and publish a list of the most dangerous 
intersections or streets, including the methodology used to 
determine the risk... 

2. How will you improve the 
reach, frequency, and quality 
of public transit in Somerville? 
[1200 character limit] 

The formation of a Transit Advocacy Group will help Somerville 
coordinate "asks" for transit improvements, as well as prioritize 
making changes in our own infrastructure to enable transit 
improvements, such as creating of dedicated bus lanes in 
congested intersections. My top priorities for transit improvement 
in Somerville, informed in part by my own regular use of bus to 
travel the city and beyond, include: discounted or free fares for 
low-income residents; a reduction in fare costs for all riders to 
increase ridership; improvement of and dedicated resources to 
software development and coordination between developer and 
the T for transit apps; creation of north-south bus routes to 
connect Winter Hill/Ten Hills/Assembly to the rest of Somerville; 
strategies to increase speed of routes such as dedicated lanes 
or traffic signal priority; strategies to increase the frequency of 
service; and improvement to The Ride or identification of 
alternatives. 

3. How will you ensure 
fast-tracked implementation of 
a city-wide network of 
off-street paths and protected 
bike lanes on major 
thoroughfares and connecting 
streets that are safe and 
comfortable for people of all 
ages and abilities? [1200 
character limit] 

Continued from question 1... 
 
• Create a Chief of the Streets position to drive 
focus/coordination across the many divisions that handle traffic 
calming measures and to mitigate the concentration of pressure 
and accountability of the Director of Infrastructure. 
• Create an estimate of spending on the different modes of 
transportation in the City to understand if we are spending 
enough to ensure the safety of those who walk, bike, or take 
transit and to attempt to attain the SomerVision goal of 50% of 
new trips via transit, bike, or walking. 
• Designate funds and develop a rapid-response 
procedure so that the city can address urgent risks using 
temporary physical barriers like flex-posts while planning for 
permanent solutions. 
• Support a bill in the state legislature allowing cities to use 
automated enforcement to address speeding and red light 
violations. 
• Require the use of pedestrian, bicycle, and bus impacts 
as well as car Level of Service (LOS) when considering impacts 
of proposed street changes. A LOS of D or lower is acceptable if 
it allows safety to be prioritized. 



1. Vision Zero is an approach 
which aims to eliminate traffic 
fatalities and serious injuries 
and has been adopted by 
Boston, Cambridge, and 
Somerville, and many other 
cities across the country. Do 
you support the principles of 
Vision Zero policies and 
funding for their rapid 
implementation? Strongly Support 

  

2. One key strategy that has 
been proven to effectively 
reduce speeding, improve 
safety, and remove racial bias 
in traffic enforcement in other 
states and countries is 
automated enforcement (i.e. 
speed cameras and red light 
cameras). Do you support 
S.1376, An Act relative to 
automated enforcement, which 
if passed would authorize 
cities and towns in 
Massachusetts to opt into the 
use of automated 
enforcement? To see the full 
text of the bill, visit 
malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1
376 Strongly Support 

  



3. Do you support the 
implementation of improved 
bike facilities identified in your 
community’s Bike Network 
Plan or do you support the 
creation of a Bike Network 
Plan if none already exists? Strongly Support 

 
The City has committed to creating a Plan in this fiscal year's 
budget. 

4. Do you support creating 
age-friendly walking 
conditions in your community 
-- an issue raised by many 
seniors as critical to their 
ability to “age in community”? Strongly Support 

If yes, how?  

5. Do you support the 
restriction of on-street parking 
during rush hour in order to 
create dedicated bus lanes on 
certain major thoroughfares 
where bus riders experience 
significant delays due to traffic 
congestion? Strongly Support 

 

Needs of neighbors and small businesses must also be taken 
into consideration, so I believe there has to be a thoughtful 
community process. 

6. Do you support exploring 
new ways of raising revenue to 
provide Somerville with more 
tools to improve conditions for 
people walking, using mobility 
assistive devices, biking, and 
using public transit (e.g. 
increasing the gas tax, 
implementing congestion Strongly Support 



pricing, increasing fees on 
Uber/Lyft)? 

If yes, please give examples 
that interest you. 

The ride-hail free was a wonderful change... I am interested in 
thinking more about dedicated revenue sources. 

7. Do you support the rollout 
of dynamic parking meter 
pricing in business districts, 
which would increase meter 
rates during periods of 
increased demand, to free up 
on-street parking and reduce 
cars “cruising” for open 
spaces? Strongly Support 

  

8. Do you support raising the 
annual fee for residential 
parking permits? Somewhat Support 

 

This is a lightning rod issue in Somerville, and (in general) I don't 
think we should pursue strategies that increase divisions, which 
are already great. I do think we can grandfather in permit the 
lower permit fee levels for longer-term residents. 

9. Do you support reducing or 
eliminating MBTA fares for 
people with low income? Strongly Support 

 I have been advocating for this. 

  

 
 
 
 
 


