
 

LETTER: Cyclists have right to safe use 
of Cambridge streets 

 

To create the new separated bike lanes on Cambridge Street, parking spots were moved off the curb, so 

that bikes now travel to the right of parked cars, flush with the sidewalk. [Wicked Local staff photo/Amy 

Saltzman] 
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To the editor: 

I’m really tired of going to memorial services, seeing articles about another bicyclist sent 

to the hospital, having my own near misses. I acknowledge: it’s true that providing space 

for bicyclists takes it away from other uses, creating real inconveniences for car users 

and even pedestrians – as well as confusion and unsettling or even potentially 

dangerous moments. 



However, bicyclists have as much right to the safe use of our streets as anyone else. The 

“public way” is exactly that – collectively owned by all Cantabrigians. Disruptive as it 

may be, we need to more equitably spread the use of our road space because the past 

lack of traffic-separated cycling facilities has led to repeated deaths and too many 

injuries. 

Everyone is, of course, in favor of “safe streets.” But critics don’t want to acknowledge 

that the best way – perhaps the only effective way – to safeguard bicyclists on high-

traffic roads is to install a network of protected bike lanes. 

When I first visited Amsterdam with its separated lanes, I, too, nearly got run over as I 

walked across the unfamiliar street layouts. It took a while to get used to; even then I 

would occasionally forget, jumping out of the way as some cyclist sped past. 

There will be a period of adjustment in Cambridge, too. But kids are capable of walking 

a half-block more to the gym. And few people can park right in front of a store; most 

customers are already walking to the store from more distant locations – although 

supply trucks need loading zones. And while we should make every effort to provide 

convenient parking for the elderly and handicapped, this is do-able without putting 

bicyclists back in danger. 

The bottom line is that the stakes for the children and adults who bicycle on Cambridge 

streets is not convenience, it is injury and sometimes death. We cannot allow our 

inability to pre-answer every question to be an excuse for not doing what we already 

know will keep people alive. If we’re going to start asking questions, let’s start with who 

among us is willing to let the next 10 bicyclists get injured in order to provide store-front 

parking? Or even better, how many more deaths are equal to a block of inconvenient 

walking? 

— Steve Miller, Henry Street, on behalf of the Board of Directors of 

LivableStreets Alliance 

 

 


