
 

Officials: Fine fails to stop bike 
joyriders’ ‘idiotic behavior’ in O’Neill 
Tunnel 

 

A crowd of bicyclists who rode through the O’Neill Tunnel on Saturday night weren’t caught, but likely 
would have only been given a $20 fine. (AP file photo) 
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A paltry $20 fine for people who ride bicycles on the state’s high-speed expressways 

— as a crowd of “kids” did Saturday night through the O’Neill Tunnel — will do 

nothing to deter the behavior and should be revised, officials said. 

The group of around 30 cyclists zipped onto Interstate 93 south at Leverett Circle 

and, to the astonishment of the people in cars around them, took up the two 

right-hand lanes as they pedaled over the Zakim Bridge and through the tunnel. 

A group of teens decided to ride their bicycles through the O’Neill Tunnel! Troopers 

located them and forced them out of the tunnel, but didn’t chase them because of 

safety concerns. 

The risky run through the tunnel is against the law, though the young riders aren’t 

facing consequences, as they exited the highway at South Station when troopers 

forced them out and then scattered. Even if caught, staties only could have written 

them a ticket for $20. 

“A token fine will do nothing to prevent such idiotic behavior,” said Mary 

Connaughton, a former Massachusetts Turnpike Authority board member. “These 

cyclists put not only their own lives at risk but the lives of others too.” 
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State law says people who ride a bike on a highway can face a $20 civil violation — 

a ticket — for “bicycles prohibited on state highway.” The fine on the Pike, 

specifically, is higher, at $100, according to state police. 

When asked about whether there should be steeper punishments for people 

roaming the highway in things that aren’t automobiles, Gov. Charlie Baker said, 

“We’ll be talking to some folks at the Turnpike about this — we need to make sure 

we don’t have people traveling through that tunnel, which doesn’t have a breakdown 

lane and is well lit but is not an open space.” 

The state Department of Transportation doesn’t keep records of “intruders” onto the 

highways or how they got there, said spokeswoman Jacquelyn Goddard. She said 

MassDOT monitors the tunnels with cameras and calls police if people roll or walk in 

where they shouldn’t. 

There’s a history of people meandering onto the various highways. Last week, a 

man in a wheelchair went onto the Pike in the Prudential Tunnel. A year ago, the 

cops chased down a pack of dirt bike riders that was causing trouble on the 

Southeast Expressway, an incident that resulted in a melee in which troopers 

arrested several of the riders and shot one in the foot. 

Mayor Martin J. Walsh’s office declined to address the incident because it occurred 

in a state-owned tunnel. 



Boston City Councilor Tim McCarthy said risky behavior by people on bikes, dirt 

bikes and various other means of transportation creeps up this time of year — and 

he’s going to ask the cops to take a look at their policies and enforcement. 

“As springtime comes around, we’re going to have to take a look at this again,” said 

McCarthy, who spoke at length last year about how dirt bike and ATV riders were 

“menacing” Hyde Park residents. 

He said he’d been at a lacrosse game recently when a group of 10 or 15 dirt bikers 

screamed past, doing wheelies for the people gathered in the parking lot. 

“It’s like anarchy,” McCarthy said of the dirt bikers and this week’s highway cyclists. 

“The temperature hits 40 and this starts back up.” 

Stacy Thompson, executive director of Livable Streets Alliance, said the highway 

incident over the weekend was scary but rare. Officials should focus on dangers like 

drivers speeding, as well as adding more bike lanes to city streets. 

“Let’s not let this one incident distract us from the real problems,” Thompson said. 

 


