
 

Marty Walsh’s Bike Plans Fall Short for 
Some Cycling Activists 

 

(Boston, MA 5/18/17) Construction work continues on the bike lane along Commercial Street in the North 
End of Boston on Thursday, May 18, 2017. Staff photo by Nicolaus Czarnecki 
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Mayor Martin Walsh’s office is touting a series of bike programs for different 

neighborhoods throughout the city over the next five months and its budget proposal 
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for overall investments in bike lanes, but some cycling advocates say the city is 

already falling behind on promises made. 

Walsh’s announcement released Saturday coincides with National Bike Month and 

includes learn-to-ride clinics, public rides and other bicycle events — and a $10.6 

million budget proposed for bike infrastructure, including over $1 million for the 

design and construction of bike lanes. 

The announcement was made with the transportation department on the eve of a 

planned rally and protest against what is perceived to be slow action from the mayor 

on making the city a safer place to bike in. 

“We’re really looking to the mayor to show additional leadership to address where 

people are being killed and injured,” said Becca Wolfson, executive director of the 

Boston Cyclists Union. “My hypothesis is that the mayor put this out to get positive 

press on the bike network in advance of our protest.” 

Peter Cheung, a member of the Boston Cyclists Union and organizer of the Boston 

Bike Party — a group that organizes monthly bike rides every second Friday of the 

month — said it’s great that the mayor is supporting more bicycle riding “but there 

are many other promises not on schedule and moving at a slow pace.” 

Stacy Thompson of LivableStreets Alliance said the mayor’s push for more bike 

riding programs and more money for bike lanes is overall “good,” but agrees that the 

city is still behind on where it needs to be. 

Thompson said, “From my organization’s perspective it doesn’t seem like we’re 

building protected bike lanes and the infrastructure fast enough to meet goals 

already outlined in Go Boston 2030,” the city’s mobility plan to address 

transportation in Boston. 



Wolfson took it a step further and said the city is “falling significantly behind” on its 

goals, including a plan to create 15 miles of bike lane in the next three years. 

“We’re not going to meet his goal, the pace of change isn’t fast enough,” Wolfson 

said. 

Galen Mook of the Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition, MassBike, was more optimistic, 

calling the mayor’s announcement “encouraging.” 

“It’s great to see both social and programmatic aspects of better biking (announced), 

including learn-to-ride clinics, especially ones that focus on girls and women,” Mook 

said. “This will help fill some gaps … the big question is we don’t know who’s going 

to lead the Boston Transportation Department and Department of Public Works in 

the era of better bike lanes.” 

 


