
 

 
Bike wars: West Roxbury pushes back 
at City Hall’s bike lane ‘road diet’ 

 

BOSTON JULY 15: Bike lanes on Mass Ave, near Tremont St, Sunday, July 15, 2019, in Boston. (Jim 
Michaud / MediaNews Group/Boston Herald) 
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Frustrated West Roxbury residents and business owners are pushing back against 

City Hall’s relentless bike lane agenda, saying the “road diet” that is chopping car 

lanes out of Centre Street will starve neighborhood businesses. 

“It really comes to a matter of survival for businesses in West Roxbury,” said Jim 

Hennigan of James W. Hennigan Insurance Agency in the neighborhood’s business 

district. “This just comes down to common sense — people like to shop locally in 

West Roxbury, but if you can’t get into it, people are going to go somewhere else.” 

Under the city’s current draft plan, Centre Street, curving through West Roxbury’s 

main square, would lose a travel lane in either direction, cutting it down to one car 

lane each way, with a bike lane on either side. 

What bike advocates, city officials and opponents are all informally calling the “road 

diet” — slimming down the streets — is a response to both bicyclist deaths and City 

Hall’s desire to promote alternative modes of transportation to get more cars off the 

road. 

Business owners, including many in the West Roxbury Business and Professional 

Association, which Hennigan leads, worry about losing parking spots, as they would 

under the current plan. 



 
Al Meranda, who owns Atlas True Value Hardware in the square, said that between 

a loss of parking and the difficulty for truckers looking to deliver goods, he worries for 

the future of his business. 

“It’s going to be a terrible thing for the local retail shops on Centre Street,” Meranda 

told the Herald. “We have to be able to have our customers get to us, or we’re going 

to be in deep trouble.” 

The locals have collected more than 1,200 signatures on an online petition opposing 

the proposal, and they say they have a couple hundred more on a physical petition. 

“We’re the furthest southwest corner of the city — people do use their vehicles to get 

around,” Hennigan said. 

He said he worries about traffic getting backed up and making it hard for emergency 

vehicles to get by, people jamming up the single travel lanes by double-parking and 

traffic being pushed to narrower side streets. 

The West Roxbury Main Streets organization, which supports this type of change, 

didn’t respond to requests for comment. 

Stacy Thompson of LivableStreets Alliance said installing bike infrastructure like this 

is one of the more effective ways to make the area safer. 



 
“The danger increases when drivers speed,” Thompson told the Herald. “Putting 

those flex posts down and putting a bike lane in automatically narrows the roadway.” 

She said she understands why the business owners would be worried, but, “There is 

no empirical evidence that any bike infrastructure in the city of Boston has 

decreased business.” 

Talk of bike lanes there followed a couple of nasty crashes, including one where a 

female pedestrian was killed on Centre Street. 

But Tim Sullivan, former vice president of the West Roxbury Civic and Improvement 

Association, pointed to the petition, which asks the city to take a different route — 

raise crosswalks and add signals. 

He said he’d like to see bike lanes up side streets and at the VFW Parkway a few 

blocks north, where a bike path could run down the median, or a rail-trail-type path 

alongside the commuter rail, which runs past Centre Street at the main square. 

“I’m a bicyclist myself, so’s my wife — we ride with our children,” he said. “But I don’t 

think it’s right to inconvenience 99% of West Roxbury because I want to bike down 

Centre Street.” 



 
City Councilor Matt O’Malley, who represents the area, declined to comment, 

referring comment to the city. 

The Boston Transportation Department declined to make officials available for an 

interview, instead sending a statement from Chief of Streets Chris Osgood: “Public 

safety is always our top priority in designing and improving Boston’s streets, and 

we’ll continue to work with all residents in West Roxbury to ensure the plan for 

Centre Street enhances safety and meets the needs of the community.” 

 


