
 

NOVEMBER 13, 2019  |  BY ERIC TUVEL 

Acting to End Traffic Violence: World Remembrance 
Day is Sunday, Nov. 17th 
As many Americans prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving later this month, 
thousands of others are planning events throughout the county and around 
the globe to remember those who have been lost in traffic violence that 
often could have been prevented. On Sunday, November 17, events — 
both big and small — will be held in honor of International World Day of 
Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims. 

Vigil in Austin, TX – World Day of Remembrance 2018 
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Family members and friends of those lost in traffic crashes, as well as advocates, 
government and elected officials, and many others will come together at vigils, rallies, 
sermons, marches, and bike rides to give voice to those who have lost their lives in these 
preventable tragedies. (See list below) For some, this is their first year recognizing World 
Day of Remembrance, for others, it is the fourth time they’ve used the international event to 
draw attention to their local work for Vision Zero, safe mobility for all road users. More than 
100 people lose their lives each day in the U.S. in traffic crashes. 

“With the disturbing trends in San Francisco and nationwide regarding 

pedestrian deaths and injuries, it’s more important than ever to shine a 

light on the stories behind these numbers”. – Jodie Medeiros, Walk 

San Francisco 

This year, recognizing the increasing urgency of the issue of traffic violence and the need 
for stepped-up leadership at all levels, including the national level, advocates are organizing 
a first-time action — End the Silence on Traffic Violence — to demand a plan from 
presidential candidates to stem this preventable loss of life and life-shattering experiences 
that affect so many of us — whether in red or blue states, urban or rural environments, 
young or old. (Learn more about this action below) 
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Mourner in Austin on World Day of Remembrance 2018 
We have seen the Vision Zero movement grow significantly in the U.S. since it was first 
adopted in NYC in 2014. Today there are more than 45 communities — mostly local, some 
regional — in the U.S. setting goals and making a commitment to prioritize street safety for 
all road users. Unfortunately, even as support for Vision Zero has grown and we see 
progress in some cities, the situation at the national level remains dire. A recent report from 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reveals that 2018 was the deadliest year 
for people walking and biking in the U.S. since 1990. Although deaths due to traffic 
collisions decreased overall nationally by 2.4% from 2017 to 2018, fatalities among the most 
vulnerable road users, those who walk and bike, increased by 3.4% and 6.3% respectively. 
On average, 17 pedestrians and two cyclists were killed each day in traffic crashes in 2018, 
according to the NY Times. 

“In Massachusetts, about a third of people who were killed in traffic 

crashes in 2018 were vulnerable road users — people walking, biking, or 

riding motorcycles — and 28% of fatalities from car crashes in 2017 

were from speeding-related crashes. Proven interventions at the city and 

the state level, from a hands-free bill to the implementation of speed 

cameras and truck side guards, will help save countless lives”. – Louisa 

Gag, LivableStreets Alliance 

The reality is that we know how to improve safety on our streets, sidewalks, and bikeways. 
We have the tools to do so. Communities must increase the urgency and action to make 
systematic changes to our policies and infrastructure and priorities to ensure safe mobility. 

Two key principles to address traffic violence and advance Vision Zero goals are: 

● Prioritize safety over speed – designing roadways for safe speeds (versus status 
quo behavior), lowering speed limits, and using automated safety enforcement in an 
equitable, thoughtful way, and 

● Build (and re-build) Complete Streets – Designing roads for all users, especially 
those walking and biking and the very young and the very aged, who are most 
vulnerable, is a known way to improve safety. 

We have the toolbox to save lives on our streets. What we need more of is the political will 
to move from the status quo where, for too long, we’ve prioritized speed over safety and 
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convenience (or perceived convenience) over safety. Learn more about the Core Elements 
for Vision Zero Communities here. 
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