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1 Davis, Carl et al. 2013. Who Pays: A Distributional Analysis of the Tax Systems in 
All 50 States, Fourth Edition, Washington DC: Institute on Taxation & Economic 
Policy, January, pp. 34, 68, 112. 



 

Page | 12   Reclaiming Affordability 

While Texas is a low tax 
state for high-income 
residents, it is actually a 
high tax state for low-
income residents. 
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2 Kneebone, E. and A. Berube. 2013 Confronting Suburban Poverty in America. 
Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press. 

3 Florida, R. and C. Mellander. 2015. Segregated City. Toronto: Martin Prosperity 
Institute. 

Table 1. Population growth in the Austin area by household income  

(inflation adjusted) 

Household income 

(2014 $) 

2000 2014 Change 

(share of growth) 

Less than $25,000 46,889 74,883 27,994   (35.6%) 

$25,000-$50,000 61,050 82,164 21,114   (26.8%) 

$50,000-$100,000 85,689 101,490 15,801   (20.1%) 

Above $100,000 71,965 85,752 13,787   (17.5%) 

Total households 265,593 344,289 78,696 

Notes: 2000 data is from the Decennial census, 2014 data is from the American 

Community Survey and reflects a 5-year average. In order to use the same income 

ranges for both periods, data was adjusted so that 2000 household income data was 

inflated to 2014 values. 

 



 

Page | 16   Reclaiming Affordability 

                                                 
4 BBC Research and Consulting. 2014 Comprehensive Housing Market Analysis. 
Prepared for the City of Austin, Texas.  

https://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/NHCD/2014_Comprehensive_Housi
ng_Market_Analysis_-_Document_reduced_for_web.pdf  
5 Ibid. 

https://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/NHCD/2014_Comprehensive_Housing_Market_Analysis_-_Document_reduced_for_web.pdf
https://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/NHCD/2014_Comprehensive_Housing_Market_Analysis_-_Document_reduced_for_web.pdf
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Table 2. Austin Metro Family Budgets, by household composition 

Household 

composition 

Biggest budget 

items 

Annual & hourly income Housing as share of 

income 

1 person Housing $791 

Health    $456 

Transport $359 

$28,656 

$14.33/hr 

 

50% of Median income 

 

37% of regional jobs pay 

less 

33.1% (gross income) 

38.6% (take home 

pay) 

1 parent 

2 kids  

(preschooler, 

school age) 

Housing    $961 

Childcare  $900 

Health   $799 

$50,736 

$25.37/hr 

 

75% of median income 

 

75% of jobs pay less 

22.8% (gross) 

24.6% (take home) 

2 parents 

3 kids 

(infant, 

preschool, 

school age) 

Childcare $1527 

Health      $1325 

Housing   $1296 

$78,204 

$39.19/hr (total) 

 

95% of median income 

 

65% of jobs pay less 

than $20/hr 

19.6% (gross) 

21.7% (take home) 

 

Sources: Center for Public Policy Priorities, 2012. Median family income data from HUD, 2012. 

http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il12/tx.pdf. Budget items are based on 2011 data. For 

details on methodology and data sources, see 

http://familybudgets.org/downloads/BTFB%20Methodology.pdf 

http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il12/tx.pdf
http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il12/tx.pdf
http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il12/tx.pdf
http://familybudgets.org/downloads/BTFB%20Methodology.pdf
http://familybudgets.org/downloads/BTFB%20Methodology.pdf
http://familybudgets.org/downloads/BTFB%20Methodology.pdf
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6 Austin Investor Interests, 2014.  

Figure 1. Aging rental housing in transit corridors, 2014
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8 Chetty, R. and N. Hendren. 2015. The Impacts of Neighborhoods on 
Intergenerational Mobility: Childhood Exposure Effects and County-Level Estimates. 

(Executive Summary). http://www.equality-of-
opportunity.org/images/nbhds_exec_summary.pdf  
9 AAA. 2015. Your Driving Costs. http://newsroom.aaa.com/2015/04/annual-cost-
operate-vehicle-falls-8698-finds-aaa/  
10 Litman, op cit. 

http://www.vtpi.org/affordability.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/images/nbhds_exec_summary.pdf
http://www.equality-of-opportunity.org/images/nbhds_exec_summary.pdf
http://newsroom.aaa.com/2015/04/annual-cost-operate-vehicle-falls-8698-finds-aaa/
http://newsroom.aaa.com/2015/04/annual-cost-operate-vehicle-falls-8698-finds-aaa/
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11 Litman, op cit. 
12 Ibid. 

13 CAN Dashboard. http://www.cancommunitydashboard.org/drilldowns/housing-
cost-burdened.php  

The longer the commute, 
the lower the chance of low 
income families moving up 
the ladder. 
 

http://www.cancommunitydashboard.org/drilldowns/housing-cost-burdened.php
http://www.cancommunitydashboard.org/drilldowns/housing-cost-burdened.php
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14 Lamontagne, C. (2013). NerdWallet Health finds medical bankruptcy accounts for 
majority of personal bankruptcies. 
http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/health/managing-medical-bills/nerdwallet-
health-study-estimates-56-million-americans-65-struggle-medical-bills-
2013/#.VpwtgxY8jVs 

15 Himmelstein, D. U., Thorne, D., Warren, E., & Woolhandler, St. (2009). Medical 
bankruptcy in the United States, 2007: Results of a national study.  The American 
Journal of Medicine, 122, 741-746. 
http://www.pnhp.org/new_bankruptcy_study/Bankruptcy-2009.pdf  
16 The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation (2016). Health Costs. http://kff.org/health-
costs/  

Health problems or injuries…can 
have a cascading effect on a 
household’s economic stability. 

http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/health/managing-medical-bills/nerdwallet-health-study-estimates-56-million-americans-65-struggle-medical-bills-2013/#.VpwtgxY8jVs
http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/health/managing-medical-bills/nerdwallet-health-study-estimates-56-million-americans-65-struggle-medical-bills-2013/#.VpwtgxY8jVs
http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/health/managing-medical-bills/nerdwallet-health-study-estimates-56-million-americans-65-struggle-medical-bills-2013/#.VpwtgxY8jVs
http://www.pnhp.org/new_bankruptcy_study/Bankruptcy-2009.pdf
http://kff.org/health-costs/
http://kff.org/health-costs/
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17 Community Advancement Network (2014). Our community is changing – are we 
ready? The state of the safety net for the Austin metro area. 

http://www.canatx.org/CAN-
Councils/Board_of_Directors/Archives/2014/StateOfSafetyNet.pdf  

http://www.canatx.org/CAN-Councils/Board_of_Directors/Archives/2014/StateOfSafetyNet.pdf
http://www.canatx.org/CAN-Councils/Board_of_Directors/Archives/2014/StateOfSafetyNet.pdf
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18 ] Austin/Travis County Health and Human Services Department (2012). Together 
We Thrive: Austin/Travis County Community Health Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Health/CHA-
CHIP/cha_report_Dec2012.pdf  

http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Health/CHA-CHIP/cha_report_Dec2012.pdf
http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Health/CHA-CHIP/cha_report_Dec2012.pdf
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19 New Electric Rates Take Effect With October 2012 Utility Bills. 
http://austinenergy.blogspot.com/2012/06/austin-energy-customer-assistance.html  
20 City of Austin, Electric Rate Schedules, Effective November 1, 2015. 

21 City of Austin, 2015-16 Proposed Budget Overview, p. 32.  
http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=235522  

http://austinenergy.blogspot.com/2012/06/austin-energy-customer-assistance.html
http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=235522
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22 Austin Water. Understanding the Drought. 2015 https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Water/Drought/Understanding_the_Dr

ought_Feb2015.pdf 

https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Water/Drought/Understanding_the_Drought_Feb2015.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Water/Drought/Understanding_the_Drought_Feb2015.pdf
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http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=225679  
24 Austin Energy. Investing in a Clean Future: Austin Energy's Resource, Generation and 
Climate Protection Update to 2020 Plan. 

https://austinenergy.com/wps/wcm/connect/c0ef5620-bbb0-42ba-aa8f-
eb8fadf7eb05/GenerationResourcePlanloresF0214+%282%29.pdf?MOD=AJPERES  
25 Austin Energy Press Release. Austin Energy Decreases Monthly Bill. September 11, 2015 

http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=225679
https://austinenergy.com/wps/wcm/connect/c0ef5620-bbb0-42ba-aa8f-eb8fadf7eb05/GenerationResourcePlanloresF0214+%282%29.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
https://austinenergy.com/wps/wcm/connect/c0ef5620-bbb0-42ba-aa8f-eb8fadf7eb05/GenerationResourcePlanloresF0214+%282%29.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
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26 Austin Energy. “Residential Electric Rates & Line Items: Rates for Customers Who Live 
Inside the City of Austin.” http://austinenergy.com  

27 Austin Low Income Consumer Advisory Task Force Recommendations. September 2015. 

Utility bills amount to about 5% 
of living expenses for the 
average household -- for low-
income households that 
percentage can be much higher. 

http://austinenergy.com/
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County in 2013.  http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/our-
research/map-the-meal-gap/2013/TX_AllCounties_CDs_CFI_2013.pdf  
29 Imagine Austin blog. https://www.austintexas.gov/blog/overweight-and-hungry-
food-insecurity-and-obesity-travis-county  

30 Together We Thrive: Austin/Travis County. Community Health Plan. Community 
Improvement Plan, Annual Update Year 1. 
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Health/Info_to_Post/CHIP_An
nual_Update_10-2014.pdf  
31 http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-hunger/  

http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/our-research/map-the-meal-gap/2013/TX_AllCounties_CDs_CFI_2013.pdf
http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/our-research/map-the-meal-gap/2013/TX_AllCounties_CDs_CFI_2013.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/blog/overweight-and-hungry-food-insecurity-and-obesity-travis-county
https://www.austintexas.gov/blog/overweight-and-hungry-food-insecurity-and-obesity-travis-county
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Health/Info_to_Post/CHIP_Annual_Update_10-2014.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Health/Info_to_Post/CHIP_Annual_Update_10-2014.pdf
http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/impact-of-hunger/child-hunger/
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32Evans, A. et al. Increasing Access to Healthful foods: A qualitative study with 
residents of low-income communities.   

http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Sustainability/FINAL_Evans_ISBNPA_
dec20_Increasing_Access_to_Healtful_Foods.pdf  

Lack of access to fresh healthy 
foods means higher costs for 
families and higher public costs 
to address long-term impacts of 
inadequate nutrition. 

http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Sustainability/FINAL_Evans_ISBNPA_dec20_Increasing_Access_to_Healtful_Foods.pdf
http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Sustainability/FINAL_Evans_ISBNPA_dec20_Increasing_Access_to_Healtful_Foods.pdf
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http://www.ncsl.org/documents/labor/workingfamilies/PA_FFFI.pdf 
34 "Roadmap for Encouraging Grocery Development in Houston and Texas." Houston 

Grocery Access Task Force, 2012. 
http://www.greenhoustontx.gov/Houston_Grocery_Access_Task_Force.pdf 

http://www.ncsl.org/documents/labor/workingfamilies/PA_FFFI.pdf
http://www.greenhoustontx.gov/Houston_Grocery_Access_Task_Force.pdf
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36 City of Austin. Digital Inclusion. Austin: A Case Study in Connecting What’s 
Available to What’s Needed. 

https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Telecommunications/2015_Ci
ty_of_Austin_Digital_Inclusion_Policy_Briefer.pdf  

…many low-income 
households have difficulty 
affording telecommunication 
services and hence have 
poorer access to work, 
educational opportunities, 
community activities and 
other basic needs. 

https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Telecommunications/2015_City_of_Austin_Digital_Inclusion_Policy_Briefer.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Telecommunications/2015_City_of_Austin_Digital_Inclusion_Policy_Briefer.pdf
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37 City of Austin. Digital Inclusion Strategy. 2014 Strategy. 
http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Telecommunications/Digital_Inclusio
n_Strategy_ADOPTED.pdf  

http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Telecommunications/Digital_Inclusion_Strategy_ADOPTED.pdf
http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Telecommunications/Digital_Inclusion_Strategy_ADOPTED.pdf
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http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages
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http://www.vtpi.org/affordability.pdf
http://www.vtpi.org/affordability.pdf
http://www.vtpi.org/tdm
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