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Liveable City Salutes Hometown Heroes 
 
Fun, food, and schmoozing galore were the key mix at this year’s 
hugely successful Liveable Vision Awards, held May 31 at the 
Design Center at Penn Field. Definitely not your mother’s award 
show, the night offered a festive Austin-style salute to four inspiring 
community-led initiatives, plus an innovative locally-produced TV show.  
 
With the theme, “Celebrating Public Engagement,” Liveable City paid 
tribute to five wonderful winners, including the Mueller 
Neighborhood Coalition, Responsible Growth for Northcross, Save 
Town Lake, the St. John Neighborhood, and “Downtown,” a 
collaborative effort of KLRU and the Downtown Austin Alliance. 
 
What makes our winners so special?  Find out more – and view great party 
pix - at www.liveablecity.org. 
 
Learn Your CBAs: Community Benefit Agreements 
 



New buzz around town is all about Community Benefit Agreements or 
CBAs for short. An emerging tool in urban planning, CBAs are legally 
enforceable contracts between developers and community groups 
identifying benefits the developer will provide as part of the project. 
Negotiated before a project’s final approval, CBAs vary depending on a 
community’s needs, but may include such items as affordable housing, 
inclusion of local businesses, child care, job training or environmental 
protections. 
 
If this sounds familiar, that’s because some CBA elements have cropped 
up in recent Austin projects, though on a very ad hoc basis. With 
increased growth on the horizon, a more organized approach to CBAs 
could help address critical issues citywide.  
 
Expect to hear more on this in coming months, especially for 
developments that receive substantial taxpayer subsidies - or projects like 
the Waller Creek Tunnel, which will be publicly funded but produce 
staggering private benefits for a few lucky nearby landowners.  
 
One phrase already making the rounds is: “Public benefits for public 
investments.” Sounds like good common sense to us. 
 
 
A special shout out to: 
 
The New Austin Sweat-Free Ordinance… 
 
On June 21, Austin became the first city in Texas to go “sweat free” 
when it adopted Procurement Code for Humane Workplace Conditions. 
The new code ensures that the $2 million in tax money the city spends 
each year on uniforms and garments won’t go to manufacturers who 
engage in sweatshop abuses. As defined by the U.S. Department of Labor, 
this means two or more violations of the most basic labor laws, including 
sexual abuse or intimidation, illegal workplace hazards, overtime or wage 
violations, or the use of child, indentured or slave labor. 
 
By becoming a “sweat free” community, Austin joins over 150 cities, 
counties and states nationwide that have made an enforceable 
commitment to legal and humane workplaces. As the number of 



participating communities grows, so does the pressure on manufacturers 
to do the right thing – or risk losing major contracts. 
 
As a proud supporter of the “Sweat Free” ordinance, Liveable City sends a 
special shout-out to our City Council for its unanimous vote on this 
measure. Want to do more? Learn how at 
www.religionandlabornetwork.org or www.sweatfree.org. 
 
The Kil l-A-Watt Challenge… 
 
This green throw-down pits individuals, neighborhoods and businesses 
against each other to see who can reduce their energy use the most over 
the next four months. Sponsored by the Austin Chronicle and Austin 
Energy, the challenge offers monthly prizes and website recognition to 
those who show the greatest drop in energy use each month this 
summer. In September, the users who have shown the greatest reduction 
over the whole four-month contest period will win big whole-summer 
prizes. Read the rules and enter the Kill-A-Watt Challenge at 
www.austinchronicle.com/watt. 
 
You Say You Want a Resolution? 
 
The Liveable City Board recently weighed in with formal support for the 
Affordable Housing Incentives Task Force recommendations, 
plus a call for a Comprehensive Affordable Housing Strategic Plan for 
Austin. Read our full resolution, with a blueprint for beefing up 
affordability, at www.liveablecity.org. 
 
And now, a word for our Sponsors… 
 
Building a more Liveable City ain’t cheap! Special recognition goes to the 
Shield-Ayers Foundation and the Rather Family Trust, whose generous 
help makes our work possible. For a complete list of our wonderful 
partners and supporters, please visit 
http://liveablecity.org/LCSecure/LVA2007/ 
 
 
Join us! Do you care about keeping Austin liveable for everyone? Become 
a member today at www.liveablecity.org.  



We also welcome your comments or suggestions - email us at 
news@liveablecity.org or call us at 512.326.3331. 
 
 
 
 


