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Speaker Forum Success: Hank Dittmar’s Green Urbanism Packs Thompson Center 
 
Internationally recognized urban visionary Hank Dittmar addressed a packed house 
October 24 at the kickoff event of LC’s new speaker series, sponsored jointly with the 
UT Community and Regional Planning Program and the LBJ School of Public Affairs.  
 
On the topic of green urbanism, Dittmar reminded his audience that the greatest 
sustainability may not come from new technological wizardry, but from maintaining and 
reinvesting in existing structures. Using slides from recent projects, he demonstrated that 
new buildings can also be affordable, energy efficient and esthetically compatible with 
their surroundings, while encouraging a walkable, human-scale community. At a post-
talk reception, Dittmar mingled with local thought leaders, treating attendees to his dry 
wit as the room buzzed about ways to apply his lessons in Austin.  
 
These jointly-sponsored forums mark a fresh venture for LC in bringing national leaders 
in urban thinking to Austin several times a year. By opening these discussions to the 
general public, LC hopes to expand our community’s capacity to create, support and 
nurture new thinking and community collaboration. 
 
 
 
A Place To Do Homework: Fourth Annual Austin Housing Summit, November 10 at 
Fulmore Middle School 
 
The critical connection between affordable housing and schools hit home a few years ago 
when the Austin Independent School District put in place a controversial policy that 
required every teacher to teach the same subject matter in the same grade on the same day 
across the district. This lockstep approach horrified many middle-class parents who 
wanted their students to have the flexibility to progress academically at their own pace. 
But with housing prices climbing, AISD’s low-income families had become increasingly 



transient. As families faced eviction or chased cheap move-in specials, a growing number 
of students bounced from one school to another, losing ground each time they started 
over in a new classroom. This “curriculum leveling” was the district’s attempt to keep its 
low-income students up to speed – even if it meant slowing that pace to a crawl for those 
lucky enough to have stable homes. 
 
The Fourth Annual Austin Housing Summit will examine these and other issues, 
Saturday, November 10, 8:30am – 12:30pm, at Fulmore Middle School, 201 Mary Street. 
With the theme, “A Place to Do Homework: Connecting Affordable Homes With School 
Success,” the summit includes a keynote address by AISD Superintendent Pat Forgione, 
new research on best practices and the chance to brainstorm solutions in interactive 
discussion groups.  
 
Liveable City encourages anyone with a serious interest in our future to attend this 
important event. For free registration, please email housingsummit07@yahoo.com with 
your name, organization, email, phone and mailing address. Questions? Call 326-3356. 
 
 
 
Tell AISD What You Really Think: LC Weighs In  
 
Liveable City recently joined scores of Austinites by weighing in with its own 
recommendations to the Community Committee on Neighborhoods and Schools (CCNS). 
As you may recall, this committee is under a February deadline to make 
recommendations to the AISD Board about appropriate processes and policies for major 
decisions affecting our public schools. Read LC’s recommendations at 
www.liveablecity.org. Learn more about the committee at 
http://www.austinisd.org/inside/initiatives/ccns/ 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving Reading:  The Art of City Making by Charles Landry 
Looking for a good book to hunker down with during your post-prandial turkey haze? LC 
recommends Charles Landry’s The Art of City Making. An international authority on the  
use of culture in city revitalization, Landry offers case studies to identify the principles 
that create a ‘good city,’ and examines the paradoxes and strategic difficulties that often 
make this so hard to achieve in real life. With no cease in Austin’s current growing pains, 
this is a book for which we can all be thankful. 
 
 
Save the Date, December 18: LC Parties With Ray Bentsen at Armadillo Bazaar  
 
Mark your calendars now and join us on December 18 when LC celebrates the holidays 
Austin-style with Ray Bentsen at the Armadillo Bazaar. Temporarily displaced by 
construction at the Austin Music Hall, the Armadillo will take up temporary residence in 
the Austin Convention Center this year. But the funky spirit of this annual tradition will 



no doubt survive the transplant in fine fettle. Details to follow, but for now, please put 
December 18 on your holiday calendar – in ink! 
 
Membership Has Its Benefits: Why YOU Should Join Liveable City 
 
Do you care about keeping Austin liveable for everyone? In our rapidly growing and 
changing city, public engagement is needed to shape the city our children and 
grandchildren will inherit. Preserving some of the most necessary elements of a healthy 
city: clean air, water, a thriving local economy, affordability, mobility...require that we 
act now. Become a member of Liveable City and join a creative network of concerned 
citizens committed to ensuring quality of life for all of Austin. 
 
Membership benefits at the Friend level include: 
•  Liveable City’s monthly  e-Newsletter 
• Invitation and tickets for two to Liveable City's annual Vision Awards 
•  Invitations to issue briefings on Liveable City research 
•  Positive community change through collective reflection and action 
 
<http://www.liveablecity.org>Click here to join now or learn more at 
<http://www.liveablecity.org>www.liveablecity.org. We also welcome your comments or 
suggestions - email us at <mailto:info@liveablecity.org>info@liveablecity.org or call us 
at 512.326.3331. 
 
 
And now, a word for our Sponsors... 
 
Building a more Liveable City ain’t cheap! Special recognition goes to the Shield-Ayers 
Foundation, the Rather Family Trust and Trull Foundation whose generous help makes 
our work possible. For a complete list of our wonderful partners and supporters, please 
visit 
<http://liveablecity.org/LCSecure/LVA2007/>http://liveablecity.org/LCSecure/LVA2007
/. 
 
Shout Outs:  
• To Save Town Lake for leading the fight against the proposed CWS project, as well as 
the Austin Parks Board and the Austin Planning Commission for soundly rejecting 
this ill-conceived proposal. Town Lake, Lady Bird Lake…by any other name, this 
treasure belongs to all of us. 
 


