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Hank Dittmar,  Kicks Off New Speakers Series, October 24 
 
A longtime national leader in creating livable communities, Hank Dittmar returns to 
Austin to kick off an exciting new speakers’ series, October 24, 6pm-7: 30pm, at the Joe 
C. Thompson Conference Center (Red River and Dean Keeton Drive). Mr. Dittmar is 
internationally recognized for a distinguished career in urban design and transportation, 
including service as President & CEO of Reconnecting America and as an appointee to 
the President’s Council on Sustainable Development. Since 2005, he has served as Chief 
Executive of The Prince's Foundation for the Built Environment in the United Kingdom. 
He currently chairs the Congress for the New Urbanism, an international membership 
organization that promotes the creation and restoration of compact, walkable, mixed-use 
cities, towns, and neighborhoods. His address will focus on the Greening of Urbanism 
across the international community. 
 
The speaker’s series marks a fresh venture for Liveable City, as it partners with the 
University of Texas Community and Regional Planning Program and the LBJ School of 
Public Affairs Urban Program. The jointly sponsored forums will bring national leaders 
in urban thinking to Austin several times a year and will be open to the general public.  
Through these discussions, LC hopes to expand our community’s capacity to create, 
support and nurture new thinking and community collaboration.  
 
 
Public Schools, Public Decisions: Community Forum on AISD, October 9 
 
In recent years, the Austin Independent School District (AISD) has received low grades 
from many community members for its top-down approach to big decisions affecting 



Austin’s public schools.  In response to these concerns, the AISD board has appointed the 
Community Committee on Neighborhoods & Schools to research and recommend a clear 
public process for major decisions, such as a school closure or “repurposing.”  
 
Now it’s your turn to weigh in at the committee’s Community Forum, Tuesday, October 
9, 6pm-8pm, at Pearce Middle School, 6401 N. Hampton Drive. Questions on the table 
include: who should be involved in major school decisions? How should the district 
communicate with school communities? What are some alternatives to school closures? 
How much time should a school have to solve its problems? Share your thoughts through 
the group’s online survey at http://www.austinisd.org/inside/initiatives/ccns. 
 
The committee will gather citizen input through October and submit draft 
recommendations for public review later this fall. Final recommendations are slated to go 
to the AISD board in February 2008. 
 
Liveable City is represented on the CCNS by Susan Moffat and Jim Walker, members of 
LC’s Education Committee, which pushed for the creation of the CCNS, along with other 
community members. All CCNS meetings are open to the public. For details, see 
http://www.austinisd.org/inside/initiatives/ccns. 
 
 
Oct 8 Vote Marks Failure of Latest CAMPO Road Planning Process 
 
A key milestone will be reached at the conclusion of the $1.4 billion toll road vote early 
this October. Failing to address congestion or slow the growing number of miles people 
need to drive daily - the real indicators of an effective mobility system - the plan instead 
expands roads that will contribute to sprawl and endanger our aquifer, furthering an ill-
conceived and inequitable toll road system. 
 
Acting on the Liveable City resolution regarding CAMPO’s 2030 Long-range Mobility 
Plan, LC board members have worked over the last several years toward the development 
of a new Regional Growth Concept or “how to grow plan ” only to find that their work 
was shelved before the Oct. 8 road vote. See 
http://www.campotexas.org/programs_growth_concept.php 
 
The $1.4 billion toll road plan marks a failure of the planning and leadership and will 
serve to reduce our regions ability to respond to future threats stemming from peak oil, 
sprawl, and climate change. 
 
Education Equals Economics: Mark Your Calendars Now! 
 
In education news, the E3 Alliance will host three Community Conversations this fall, 
with the ambitious goal of designing a plan to close educational achievement gaps in the 
Central Texas region. Conversations are slated for consecutive Thursday evenings, 
October 18, October 25, and November 1, 6pm -8:30pm, at the Reagan High School 



Cafeteria, 7104 Berkman Drive. A light supper will be served beginning at 5:30pm, with 
Spanish interpretation and childcare available. 
 
Using a mediated process developed by the Kettering Foundation, the E3 Alliance aims 
to bring people from all walks of life together to create a regional action plan for closing 
achievement gaps in education. Following similar conversations in five greater Austin 
communities, the  E3  Alliance and its partners will host a Regional  Forum  to share  
findings and identify regional priorities and recommended actions.  
 
E3’s partners include Austin ISD, Austin Voices for Education and Youth and Texas 
Forums. To learn more, visit http://www.e3alliance.org - and please mark your calendars 
now to be part of this important conversation. 
 
 
Membership Has Its Benefits: Why YOU Should Join Liveable City 
 
Do you care about keeping Austin liveable for everyone? In our rapidly growing and 
changing city, public engagement is needed to shape the city our children and 
grandchildren will inherit. Preserving some of the most necessary elements of a healthy 
city: clean air, water, a thriving local economy, affordability, mobility…require that we 
act now. Become a member of Liveable City and join a creative network of concerned 
citizens committed to ensuring quality of life for all of Austin. 
Membership benefits at the Sustaining level include: 
 
• Invitations to issue briefings on Liveable City research 
• Invitations to special events and speakers series receptionswith featured speakers 
• Positive community change through collective reflection and action 
 
Click here to join now or learn more at 
<http://www.liveablecity.org>www.liveablecity.org. We also welcome your comments or 
suggestions - email us at <mailto:info@liveablecity.org>info@liveablecity.org or call us 
at 512.326.3331. 
 
 
Back on Board: John-Michael Cortez Returns to LC  
 
Liveable City is pleased to welcome returning board member John-Michael Cortez, who 
rejoins us having completed a successful stint as an aide to Congressman Lloyd Doggett. 
A former Planning Commissioner and past president of the Austin History Center 
Association, Mr. Cortez has also served in leadership capacities with the Greater Austin 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Austin Partners in Education, Friends of the Austin 
Public Library, the Austin Latino Music Association and is currently working with 
Capital Metro. We’re happy to regain his insight and expertise on a variety of issues, 
along with his wry sense of humor. 
 
And now, a word for our Sponsors… 



Building a more Liveable City ain’t cheap! Special recognition goes to the Shield-Ayers 
Foundation, the Rather Family Trust and Trull Foundation whose generous help makes 
our work possible. For a complete list of our wonderful partners and supporters, please 
visit http://liveablecity.org/LCSecure/LVA2007/ 
 
 
 


