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Re-Up or Circle Up:  
LC’s Annual Membership Drive Features New Leadership Circle 
 
Fall may not be in the air just yet, but it’s September on the calendar - time to help 
keep Austin livable for all by renewing your annual Liveable City membership at a 
level that’s comfortable for you. Your support of LC helps build a shared and 
sustainable future for our city, funding work in such critical areas as affordable 
housing, independent local business, public education, renewable energy, 
transportation, and urban and regional planning.  
 
Want to make a more profound investment in Austin’s future? Learn about our new 
Livable Leadership Circle, which provides the opportunity to directly support the 
mission and work of Liveable City at a more meaningful level.   
www.liveablecity.org.  
 



Liveable City is a nonpartisan, nonprofit research and civic education organization 
providing policy analysis, best practices research and public strategy support to 
community building groups. 
 
 Re-up or circle up today at www.liveablecity.org. 
  
 
Save the Date! Thursday, October 16, 6pm-8pm                                                                          
Liveable City Speaker Series: Do Public Economic Incentives Work for Austin? 

Next month, Liveable City’s speaker series, “Imagining the Next City,” leads off 
with a conversation on a timely topic: do public economic incentives work for 
Austin? The discussion is expected to draw on LC’s recently released report on the 
topic, with a look ahead to a November ballot proposal that would ban city 
incentives for retail businesses. Make plans now to join us, Thursday, October 16, 
6pm-8pm, at Scholz’s, 1607 San Jacinto. 
 
 
Building a Health Economy:  
Liveable City Takes On Sustainable Economic Development 
 
On the heels of its groundbreaking incentives study, Liveable City is forming a new 
committee dedicated to ensuring sustainable economic development in Central 
Texas. The group is expected to involve a wide range of interested parties, 
including business and economic development professionals, in developing plans 
for sustainable economic development to include clearly-defined goals and 
benchmarks. Led by LC Board Member Robin Rather and LC Advisory Council 
Member Sean Garretson, the committee expects to work closely with local business 
organizations and non-profit allies in this effort. Stay tuned for updates as this group 
gets down to work. 
 
  
Real Community Is Real Art:  
A Texas Workshop on the Arts and Urban Development, September 19-20 
 
On September 19-20, explore new ways to build community by combining art, 
neighborhood culture and affordable housing. The two-day symposium offers 
panels, workshops, and nationally-recognized speakers like Rick Lowe, founder of 
Houston's  Project Row Houses, and Tom Finkelpearl, author of Dialogues on 
Public Art and former director of New York City’s Percent for Art Program. Friday 
features a screening of the acclaimed documentary “Third Ward, TX,” along with a 
riveting film-in-progress about Sam Mockbee who re-envisioned the social 
responsibility of architectural design.  Schmooze over local blues, beers and 
barbecue Friday night, then hit the panels and workshops on Saturday for fresh 



tools, ideas and contacts for shaping a creative, affordable future for Austin. Get 
details and register at http://www.thirdwardtx.com/workshop.html 
 
 
Fall Forecast: What’s Ahead in Education? 
 
The kids are back…but what’s ahead? LC pegs the top local education issues for 
fall. 
 
• Sept 23-25, AISD Superintendent Search. With Pat Forgione set to retire in June 
2009, the AISD board has hired Milwaukee-based executive search firm ProAct to 
help scout his successor. An online survey and telephone hotline will be up early 
this month, and between September 23-25, ProAct will lead a dozen public forums 
around the district intended to guide the board in screening and interviewing the 
best candidates (see www.austinisd.org for time and location of forum nearest you). 
Expect additional community process once the finalists are selected, with the new 
superintendent in place by late spring.  
 
• November 4, AISD on the Ballot. This year’s AISD budget includes a 3% raise 
for teachers and other employees – but only if Austin voters approve a 3.9 cent tax 
rate hike in the November 4th election. Since AISD continues to lose experienced 
teachers to surrounding districts, this vote will be important to the future of Austin’s 
schools and students. 
 
 
Getting Around: Liveable City Forms Transportation Working Group  
 
Finding it harder to get around Central Texas? You’re not alone. With an eye 
toward solutions, Liveable City has formed the Transportation Working Group to 
focus on research, outreach and policy recommendations for Austin’s growing 
mobility problems. One of the group’s first tasks will be identifying the respective 
spending allocations for all transportation modes and entities in Central Texas, no 
mean feat. The committee’s goal is to develop more sustainable transportation 
funding for our region, while ensuring available and affordable transit options for 
people of all ages, incomes and abilities. Watch this space for progress reports. 
 
 
Needed Now: A Village of Tutors 
 
Austin's Pearce Middle School has been designated low-performing for four years 
running, making it subject to possible closure later this year by TEA if students do 
not show significant improvement on state TAKS tests. The school is in desperate 
need of tutors for math, science, writing, and English as a Second Language, as well 
as mentors and social workers for a backlog of roughly 125 students. Tutoring can 



be scheduled any time between 8am-6pm daily. If you can spare a few hours a 
week to help turn this school around, please contact Executive Principal Kevin 
Brackmeyer at 414-6024. 
 
 
Muchas Gracias, Las Manitas! 
 
Like many, we were saddened when the ‘Closed’ sign abruptly appeared on Las 
Manitas’ door during Labor Day weekend. Thinking back over the thousands meals 
we’ve had there, the happenstance encounters threading our way through the 
narrow front room, the early morning meetings over migas, the rumors sparked by 
who’s lunching with whom, the family feeling tramping through the steamy kitchen 
on the way to the back tables…well, thank you doesn’t even begin to cover it. Las 
Manitas was an Austin treasure, the little lunch counter with the big heart that fed 
and sustained our community beyond all proportion to its modest size. Liveable 
City joins thousands of Austinites in thanking Cynthia and Lidia Perez for the 
priceless gift of making us feel at home for so many years. We wish the Perez 
sisters well in future endeavors…may the spirit of Las Manitas live on! 
 
 

And now, a word for our Sponsors... 

Building a more Liveable City isn’t cheap! Special recognition goes to the Shield-
Ayers Foundation, the Rather Family Trust, the Trull Foundation, and the Greater 
Houston Family Foundation’s Gray Family Fund whose generous help makes our 
work possible. For a complete list of our wonderful partners and supporters, please 
visit www.liveablecity.org. 
 
 

 
 


