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You’re Invited!  
Liveable City's Annual Holiday Bash 
Monday, December 7, 5:30pm-8pm, El Sol y La Luna 
  
We can’t wait to party! Liveable City’s Annual Holiday Bash is happening this 
Monday, December 7, 5:30pm-8pm, at El Sol y La Luna,  6th & Red River. 
Besides stellar schmoozing, look for luscious appetizers, a cash bar, and a 
festively fabulous silent auction where you can get a jump on your holiday 
shopping. Indulge yourself or a special someone with gift certificates for dinners 
at Austin’s top restaurants, pampering at local spas, or a 5-day stay for two in 
The Casa de la Llata Estate overlooking the beautiful city of Guanajuato with 
breathtaking views of the mountains. All this and the best conversation in 
town…see you there! 
 
  
Join or Renew for 2010! 
Why Your LC Membership Matters 
   



As 2009 draws to a close, we’d like to express our appreciation for all you do 
for our community and for your interest in Liveable City’s work to build a shared, 
sustainable future for Austin. 

 
This year has challenged our community to develop new ideas and a 

willingness to work together to build a future that includes everyone. On 
issues such as our new comprehensive plan, transportation, education and 
incentive policies, Liveable City has stepped up to provide the research, policy 
development and advocacy to make a difference. While Liveable City’s recent 
work on financial incentives has moved our community forward, public actions in 
other areas continue to underscore the need for better decision-making that is 
grounded in solid research and that benefits all Austinites.  
 

Between munching and visiting this holiday season, don’t forget to renew your 
Liveable City membership. Your generous tax-deductible contribution will support 
upcoming studies and new initiatives to help make Austin livable for everyone.  

 
Memberships are available for every budget from Grassroots to Business 

Partners. We’ll keep you connected through our regular e-newsletter, speakers 
series and other events. Members joining at the Friend level or higher receive 
complimentary admission to our annual Vision Awards in May. 
 

Please take a moment today to join or renew your membership in Liveable 
City at www.liveablecity.org. Together, we can ensure a livable future for 
everyone who calls Austin home. 

 
 

Imagine Austin (aka Comp Plan) Takes Another Big Step 
 
Imagine Austin - our city’s new Comprehensive Plan in the making - took another 
big step forward in November, holding six meetings across the community in one 
action-packed week. Over 300 people participated in gatherings done Austin-
style with live music, food, and activities for kids. Working in small groups, 
participants identified what they see as Austin’s biggest strengths and toughest 
challenges, ending with their vision of what life in Austin could be like 30 years 
from today.   
 
Building a shared vision for our future is an important first step before starting to 
make our new plan a reality – and you can still add your ideas by taking the 
Imagine Austin survey at www.imagineaustin.net/survey.htm. Want to host a 
mini-forum with your own group? Visit this link to download a “Meeting in a Box.” 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/compplan/getmeeting.html.  

 
 
 
Promise Neighborhood Initiative: 



New Austin Coalition Aims For Anti-Poverty Grant 
 
Local leaders and activists packed the Carver Museum last month to learn more 
about Promise Neighborhoods, an initiative modeled on the successful Harlem 
Children’s Zone project (www.hcz.org).  That acclaimed program is breaking the 
cycle of generational poverty in one Harlem neighborhood by providing smart 
focused services that address key barriers to success: inadequate education, 
chronic health issues, substandard housing and more. Beginning with “Baby 
College” classes for expectant parents, it creates a seamless pipeline from cradle 
to university, essentially weaving the same invisible web of support that most 
middle-class families take for granted. “It’s an all-encompassing, all-hands-on-
deck, anti-poverty effort,” said one speaker, noting that success depends on a 
strategic business plan, strict accountability, and real-time data. “Pieces that 
don’t work are gone.” 
 
Now the Obama administration wants to replicate the Harlem model by awarding 
twenty Promise Neighborhood planning grants through a highly competitive 
application process. Over 100 cities, including Austin, have already indicated 
interest, and Austin is off to an impressive start with a planning team that 
includes AISD Superintendent Meria Carstarphen, Assistant City Manager Burt 
Lumbreras, State Representative Mark Strama, AISD Trustees Cheryl Bradley 
and Annette Lovoi, Pastor Sterling Lands, community activist Allen Weeks and 
others.  
 
Among the first steps: select a focus neighborhood, assemble a steering 
committee, and identify a lead nonprofit. Then comes the task of tailoring the 
model to Austin’s own challenges, among them, high mobility rates due to 
skyrocketing housing costs (a virtual non-factor under New York’s rent control 
policies) and a growing population of English language learners (again, not 
relevant to the original Harlem project area, but a key issue here).  
 
Suffice to say, there will be months of hard work and hard thought ahead, with a 
role for everyone who wants to be part of this ambitious undertaking. As one 
participant observed, “Whether or not we get the money, the ideas we’ll generate 
through this process will be too good to turn away.” 
 
To learn more or get involved, click on the Promise Neighborhood Initiative at 
www.soochfoundation.org. To be notified about future meetings, send your 
contact info to cnewman@sooch.net 
 
 
Fresh Eyes on the AISD Budget…Why Not Yours? 
AISD Community Conversation, December 3, 6pm-8:30pm, Travis High 
School 
 



Five months into her new job, Superintendent Meria Carstarphen has brought 
fresh air and fresh eyes to AISD’s budget process, starting the conversation early 
and inviting the public to weigh in. Get a grip on budget basics and have your say 
at a Community Conversation this Thursday, December 3, 6pm-8:30 PM, at the 
Travis High School Cafeteria, 1211 East Oltorf. If you plan to attend, please pre-
register at http://www.austinisd.org/inside/budget. Can’t make the meeting? You 
can still give your input online at the same link. 
 
 
Cool Website for Transforming our Streets 
 
With the Strategic Mobility Plan now underway in Austin 
(www.ci.austin.tx.us/clmd/downloads/utc_smp_scope.pdf), we thought it might be 
helpful to look outside our community for a little inspiration. We found it with the 
Livable Streets Initiative at www.livablestreets.com/.  
 
The site, produced by The Open Planning Project, describes itself as “a non-
profit technology incubator building web-based, open source software designed 
to enhance civic participation”.  What that mouthful of jargon translates to is an 
online community providing ideas and resources to reshape our cities, one street 
at a time, with an eye on sustainability and building healthier communities.  
 
The site offers an extraordinary repository of ideas on how to remake our 
community around public transportation and walkable, bikeable streets. Don’t 
miss the video section www.streetfilms.org/. We also liked the tour with our 
friends down under in Melbourne. Check it out at 
www.streetfilms.org/melbourne/.  
 
 
 
FuturoFestivus…A Holiday Party for the Rest of Us! 
Wednesday, December 2, 6pm-8pm, LatinWorks, 206 E. 9th 
 
Act fast and you can still kick off your party season with FuturoFund, a dynamic 
new group that’s already changing the face of philanthropy and Hispanic 
leadership in Austin. They’ll be celebrating a successful first year with a 
FuturoFestivus this Wednesday, December 2, 6pm-8pm, at Latin Works, 206 E. 
9th. Food, drink and merriment provided…be sure to RSVP to 
FuturoFundAustin@gmail.com or 512.436.0250. 
 
FuturoFund is based on a simple goal: raise as much money as possible and 
then give it all away. Recipients must be engaged in work that benefits the 
Hispanic community and fund members get to vote on the awards. This year’s 
lucky winners were the Literacy Coalition of Texas and the Workers Defense 
Project, each of which will get a substantial grant to support its good works. 
 



Learn more or become a fund member at www.futurofund.com. Kudos to LC 
Board Member John-Michael Cortez for his role in creating this exciting new 
nonprofit! 
 
 
Shout Outs:  
 
To Dr. Meria Carstarphen for a State of the District address that was smart, 
honest and engaging. Great vision - and she trusts us enough to tell the truth! 
 
To Mayor Lee Leffingwell for his strong public commitment to make affordable 
housing part of Austin’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
To Foundation Communities for successfully obtaining financing for a mixed-
use affordable housing development in the MLK Transit-Oriented Development 
(TOD). Let’s make this the model moving forward. 
 
To PeopleFund as they start work on their new headquarters. Did we mention 
they’re also in the happening MLK TOD? 
 
To Representative Lloyd Doggett and U.S. House for finally moving the ball on 
health care reform.  
 
To the Chestnut Neighborhood Revitalization Corporation for breaking 
ground on Franklin Gardens, an affordable senior housing development in 
Central East Austin. Hats off to LC Advisory Council Member Sean Garretson for 
his work on this project! 
 
  
And now, a word for our Sponsors... 

Building a more Liveable City isn’t cheap! Special recognition goes to the Shield-
Ayers Foundation, the Rather Family Trust, the Trull Foundation, and the Greater 
Houston Family Foundation’s Gray Family Fund whose generous help makes our 
work possible. For a complete list of our wonderful partners and supporters, 
please visit www.liveablecity.org 
 


