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You’re Invited!  
Liveable City's Annual Holiday Bash 
Monday, December 7, 5:30pm-8pm, El Sol y La Luna 
  
Mark your calendars! Liveable City’s Annual Holiday Bash is set for Monday, 
December 7, 5:30pm-8pm, at El Sol y La Luna,  6th & Red River. Besides stellar 
schmoozing, look for luscious appetizers, a cash bar, and a festively fabulous 
silent auction where you can get a jump on your holiday shopping. Indulge 
yourself or a special someone with gift certificates for dinners at Austin’s top 
restaurants, pampering at local spas, or a 5-day stay for two in The Casa de la 
Llata Estate overlooking the beautiful city of Guanajuato with breathtaking views 
of the mountains. All this and the best conversation in town…see you there! 
 
  
Join or Renew for 2010! 
Why Your LC Membership Matters 
   
Do you care about keeping Austin livable for everyone? Now more than ever, we 
must take an active role in shaping and preserving the city that our children and 
grandchildren will inherit - a sustainable city with equity and opportunity for every 
member of our community. 
  



Throughout the year, Liveable City works to address Austin's long-term social, 
environmental, and economic needs. LC’s project priorities include affordable 
housing, education, open government, independent local businesses, 
transportation, renewable energy, health care, and city and regional planning. 
Dedicated to civic engagement, Liveable City examines public policies, provides 
research and analysis, develops best practices, and offers strategy support to 
community building groups, 
  
You can play an active role in this effort by becoming a member of Liveable City 
at a level that is meaningful for you. To join or renew, visit www.liveablecity.org 
and click on the big blue membership button. 
  
 
Imagine Austin: 
Newly Named Comp Plan Starts Outreach Nov. 9-12 
Better Find Your Meeting Fast! 
 
Starting next week, Austin’s new Comprehensive Planning process hits the road 
with a brand new name and a schedule that would do a touring band proud – six 
community forums across the city packed into three days. Now styled “Imagine 
Austin,” this first phase of the planning effort will let families and friends develop 
a future vision of the city of our dreams at one of six events around town. 
Gatherings will be family-friendly with refreshments and music. But find yours fast 
– the first meetings are coming up Monday! 
 
You may RSVP at http://www.surveymonkey.com/rsvpImagineAustin or just sign 
up at the meeting: 
 
Northwest  Austin 
Monday, November 9, 6pm-8:30pm 
Westwood High School 
12400 Mellow Meadow Drive, Austin TX 78750 
 
Southeast Austin 
Monday, November 9, 6pm-8:30pm 
Baty Elementary School 
2101 Faro Drive, Austin TX 78741 
 
Downtown Austin 
Tuesday, November 10, 7:30am-10am (yes, it really is that early!) 
St. David’s Episcopal Church 
304 E. 7th Street, Austin TX 78701 
 
 Southwest Austin 
Tuesday, November 10, 6pm-8:30pm 
Bowie High School 



4103 Slaughter Lane, Austin TX 78749 
 
Northeast Austin 
Thursday, November 12, 6pm-8:30pm 
Reagan High School 
7104 Berkman Drive, Austin TX 78752 
 
South Central Austin 
Thursday, November 12, 6pm-8:30pm 
Travis High School 
1211 East Oltorf, Austin TX 78704 
 
To learn more about the Comprehensive Plan, visit 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/compplan/ 
 
 
Pearce Watch: 
Will Education Commissioner Reset the Accountability Clock? 
 
Last July, Texas Education Commissioner Robert Scott knocked Austin for a loop 
when he closed and repurposed Pearce Middle School mere weeks before the 
first day of school. Ignoring huge gains made by Pearce students in the previous 
two years, he ordered out the principal and faculty responsible for that positive 
trend, forcing new Superintendent Meria Carstarphen to move at warp speed to 
reopen the school in time for returning students.  
 
In a final blow, Scott refused to say whether he would reset the school’s 
accountability clock, a provision built into state law with the recognition that it 
takes time to create a successful school after sweeping changes. Without this 
measure in place, Pearce stands the risk of being closed and repurposed again 
this June under Texas law. 
 
Now almost three months into the school year, Pearce is valiantly rebuilding 
under a yet another dedicated new principal and faculty, with strong commitment 
from students and families to keep their school open (it currently boasts the 
highest attendance rate of any middle school in AISD). Scott has reportedly 
apologized for his agency’s heavy-handed treatment of Pearce last summer – but 
still has not told AISD whether he’ll reset the accountability clock for the school. 
With everyone from the superintendent to the students rallying to rebuild the 
school, it’s only fair to give them time to do so. Though long overdue, a straight 
answer from the Commissioner on this question would be welcome. 
 
 
Pennywise, Pound Foolish? 
Fine Tuning Austin’s Economic Incentives 
 



As the civic belt tightens, Liveable City continues its work to ensure that public 
investments produce true community benefits. Along with other civic groups, LC 
is currently working to strengthen the criteria used to determine whether a 
company or project is eligible for public incentive dollars.  
 
At issue is whether city financial incentives should go to projects that do not 
provide livable wages and other critical benefits for all employees. Less than 
livable wages mean the city and county will ultimately pick up the tab for 
underpaid workers on the social service end – effectively paying public dollars 
twice for the same project. Opponents of proposed changes to incentive criteria 
argue that lower wage jobs are better than none in the current downturn – 
ignoring the critical need to build a more sustainable future economy with our 
limited incentive dollars. Similar talks are also underway at the county. Stay 
tuned for updates. 
 
To learn more about the use of incentives, download “Building a More 
Sustainable Economy: Economic Development Strategy and Public Incentives in 
Austin” at www.liveablecity.org. 
 
 
Affordable Health Care for Small Businesses? 
Check Out TexHealth 
  
After years of toil to make it a reality, TexHealth Central Texas is finally open for 
business. This innovative community-based nonprofit plan offers affordable 
health coverage for small businesses with 2-50 employees. Split between 
employer, employee, and a 3rd share premium assistance to lower the costs for 
qualifying employees, TexHealth was developed by a collaboration of Central 
Texas leaders, physicians, health professionals and small businesses. They’re 
currently enrolling small businesses in Travis, Hayes and Williamson counties. 
For details, visit http://www.texhealthcentraltex.org/. 
…and kudos to LC Board member Ann Kitchen for her tireless work on this 
eminently sensible cause! 
 
 
HousingWorks Austin, Liveable City, and Community Partners Present… 
Re-Visioning Austin & Affordability: Austin’s Comprehensive Plan 
Saturday, November 14, 9am-1pm, 2874 Shoal Creek 
  
Housing is a key element in Austin’s current Comprehensive Plan and 
affordability will a big part of that discussion. What types of housing will Austin 
need as it grows? How can we provide affordable housing in all parts of town? 
How will our Comprehensive Plan reflect the real-life connections between 
schools, jobs, services, health, transportation and housing? 
  



Join HousingWorks Austin and Liveable City as we examine these questions and 
more at the Sixth Annual Fall Housing Summit, Saturday, November 14, 9am-
1pm, Senior Activity Center, 2874 Shoal Crest. To register, send an email with 
your name, organization, mailing address, email, and phone number to: 
HousingWorksSummit@yahoo.com 
 
 
And now, a word for our Sponsors... 

Building a more Liveable City isn’t cheap! Special recognition goes to the Shield-
Ayers Foundation, the Rather Family Trust, the Trull Foundation, and the Greater 
Houston Family Foundation’s Gray Family Fund whose generous help makes our 
work possible. For a complete list of our wonderful partners and supporters, 
please visit www.liveablecity.org 
  
 


