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Join or Renew for 2010! 
Liveable City Kicks Off Fall Membership Drive 
 
Why Your Membership Matters... 
 
Do you care about keeping Austin liveable for everyone? Now more than ever, 
we must take an active role in shaping and preserving the city that our children 
and grandchildren will inherit - a sustainable city with equity and opportunity for 
every member of our community. 
 
Liveable City works to address Austin's long-term social, environmental, and 
economic needs while educating and empowering residents to improve the 
quality of life for all. Dedicated to civic engagement, Liveable City examines 
public policy, develops best practices and provides strategy support to 
community building groups. 
 
Liveable City's project priorities include affordable housing, education, open 
government, independent local businesses, transportation, renewable energy, 
health care, and city and regional planning. Throughout the year, we work to 



ensure equitable opportunities for everyone across our diverse and growing 
community. 
 
You can play an active role in this effort by becoming a member of Liveable City 
at a level that is meaningful for you. To join or renew, visit www.liveablecity.org 
and click on the big blue membership button. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the Date! 
Liveable City's Annual Holiday Bash 
December 7, 5:30pm-8pm, El Sol y La Luna 
 
Mark it in ink! Liveable City’s Annual Holiday Bash is set for Monday, December 
7, 5:30pm-8pm, at El Sol y La Luna, at the corner of 6th and Red River. Besides  
stellar schmoozing, look for luscious appetizers, a cash bar, and a festively 
fabulous silent auction to help you get a jump on your holiday shopping. You may 
also join or renew your LC membership at the party! 
 
 
You’re Invited, Bring Your Friends: 
Austin’s New Comprehensive Plan Launches with Community Open House  
Monday, October 12, 3pm-9pm 
Austin Convention Center, Ballroom B, Cesar Chavez & Red River Streets.   
  
After months of run-up, it’s finally time for the official Comprehensive Plan kickoff. 
To celebrate, the city is hosting an Open House, Monday, October 12, 3pm-9pm, 
at the Austin Convention Center, Ballroom B. True to Austin’s spirit, the event will 
feature food, live music after 5pm, and a fun hands-on approach. 
 
At the Open House, you’ll have the chance to ask questions, get answers, meet 
the consultant team, and generally get a grip on the plan that will guide Austin’s 
growth and development for the next decade and beyond. Kids are 
welcome…after all, they’re the ones who will have to live tomorrow with the plan 
we put on paper today. For more information visit www.cityofaustin.org/compplan 
 
 
Conservation First: 
LC Wades into Water Question 
 
Never ones for dry debate, Liveable City recently weighed – or waded - in with a 
resolution on proposed Water Treatment Plant 4. Directed to the City Council, the 
resolution notes that sufficient time exists to explore other viable, more cost-



effective alternatives to the current proposal and urges the creation of 
comprehensive water conservation standards that would, at a minimum, match 
those in already in place in San Antonio. Download the full text at 
www.liveablecity.org. 
 
Central Texas Transportation Planning Takes First Steps to Future:  
Take the CAMPO Regional Transportation Concepts Web Survey by Oct. 15 
 
The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) is considering 
three possible directions for investing in our regional transportation system 
between now and 2035. Styled as “People, Planning and Preparing for the 
Future: Your 25 Year Transportation Plan,” this planning effort will support the 
development of the upcoming 2035 Central Texas Transportation Plan, expected 
to be approved by next summer. Public voices have not always been the 
strongest in our local transportation discussions, so please take the opportunity 
answer the Web Survey before October 15th. Review the three concepts and 
take the survey at http://www.campotexas.org/2035plan.php. 
 
HousingWorks Austin, Liveable City, and Community Partners Present… 
Re-Visioning Austin & Affordability: Austin’s Comprehensive Plan 
Saturday, November 14, 9am-1pm, 2874 Shoal Creek 
 
Housing is a key element in Austin’s current Comprehensive Plan and clearly 
affordability will be a big part of that discussion. What type of housing does 
Austin need as it grows? How will housing needs be incorporated into the 
Comprehensive Plan? What are the challenges to ensuring affordable housing 
opportunities for all residents in all parts of town? How do we provide “integrated 
planning” that recognizes the real-life connections between schools, jobs, 
services, health, transportation and housing? 
 
Join HousingWorks Austin and Liveable City as we examine these questions and 
more at the Sixth Annual Fall Housing Summit, Saturday, November 14, 9am-
1pm, Senior Activity Center, 2874 Shoal Crest. To register, send an email with 
your name, organization, mailing address, email, and phone number to: 
HousingWorksSummit@yahoo.com 
 
Registration for the summit is free, but donations are encouraged to defray costs. 
To donate, visit www.austincommunityfoundation.org; select “Make a Donation” 
from drop down menu on left side of home page, then select “HousingWorks 
Fund” from category. Or simply mail a check to HousingWorks Austin, 1503 S. IH 
35, Austin, TX 78741. Questions? Call 512. 326.3356. 
 
 
Liveability = Accessibility 
New LC Website in the Works 
 



Okay, you were too polite to say so, but if our website were a car, it would’ve 
been a sure bet for Cash for Clunkers. Now we’re proud to announce that a new 
model’s on the way.  
 
Through the nonprofit Knowbility.org, Liveable City is rebuilding its website to 
make it fully accessible for people with disabilities – and a lot friendlier for all our 
users. The new site, now in the works, will be part of the AIR/Austin competition 
in late October and should be up and running by early November.  
 
“The internet, when it is accessible, is the next biggest revolution for blind people 
since Braille,” says a blind web user in the John Marshall Journal of Computer 
Law and Information. For details on this inspiring program, visit 
http://www.knowbility.org/main/. 
 
 
What Does Liveable City Stand For? 
LC Transportation Principles 
 
Liveable City recently embarked on the task of creating specific written principles 
for each of our major issue areas. Once completed, these documents will serve 
double duty - as public statements of LC’s stance on issues important to our 
community and as tools to evaluate future public policies and decisions.  
 
The LC board recently adopted the first in this series - a set of Transportation 
Principles - and proposed Education Principles are now in drafting and review. 
Download the new Transportation Principles at www.liveablecity.org and stay 
tuned for more to come. 
 
 
 
Save Ink, Save Money, Save the Planet: 
Holey Typeface, It’s Ecofont! 
 
Our favorite green find of the month is Ecofont, a free computer typeface that 
saves 20 percent of your printer ink by strategically riddling each character with 
small holes. You may not want to use it for your final presentation, but it’s a great 
way to save on drafts or agendas for informal meetings. To download, just visit 
www.ecofont.org and click on the “Free” side. Corporate types who want to go 
greener may opt to pay for the spiffier Professional version. 
 
 
And now, a word for our Sponsors... 

Building a more Liveable City isn’t cheap! Special recognition goes to the Shield-
Ayers Foundation, the Rather Family Trust, the Trull Foundation, and the Greater 
Houston Family Foundation’s Gray Family Fund whose generous help makes our 



work possible. For a complete list of our wonderful partners and supporters, 
please visit www.liveablecity.org 
 


